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Xperience teacheth, and 
it is a true Concluſion 
propounded and proo- 
ued in the Scriptures of 
the old and new Teſta- 
ment, that as God in the 
beginning by his omni - Oe 
potẽt power eſtabliſhed the whole frame of 
he heauens and the earth, ſo he hath in his 
wiſdome directed them, and all things con- 
tained in them, vnto one maine ende, the ma- 
iteſtation of his glorie. Whereunto, though — 
uery thing created, by his appointment, ac- 
ording to the law of ereatiõ, & the principles 
f it owneentire nature, is, and ought to be 
eferred; yet among the works of God, ſome 
oe more principally and ages make for 
that purpoſe, as namely Man, whome God 
dad indued with the gifts of vnderſtanding 
nd knowledge, and in whome he hath in- 
rauen his one image in rightcouſnes and 
ue holineſſe. Now if the queſtion be, how 
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man being fallen from that integritie wher 
in he was created, and hauing brought a conj 1 
fuſion vpon the whole world by the fall ſi. 
ſhould yet be fitted and framed for ſuch adm 
ende: The anſwer is, that God,who is able tc 
draw light out of darkeneſſe, and to rectifi 
things that are confounded, hath in gre 
wiſdome, ſet an order in mankind "which ; 
certaine degrees tendeth directly to the adi, 
uancement of his owne glorie. For in the fir 
place, he would haue man to acknowled 
im his ſoucraigne Lord, and ſerue himi 
mediatly in the duties of faith and obedienc 3 
Secondly, it is his will, that man beeing ma - 

a ſociable creature, apt to conuerſe with hi 
owne kind, ſhould doe ſeruice vnto himſelfe 
by ſcruing of man in the duties of lou 
hirdly he would not that men conuerſin 
each with other, ſhould be as wandring R 2 
chabites, tied to no certen place or calling Fa | 
and therefore bindeth all men, both by ſp 11 
Sen y. ciall aſfignment vnto Adam in his innocei lie 
cie, and by particular commandement to hi 7 
and all his poſteritie, to be confined withiſ 
ſome certaine ſtate and condition of life, if Cl 
the familie, in the Common wealth, or in thi 8 
Church. Laſtly , that man ſhould vſe th th 
place and office aſſigned vnto him by Go — 
in a holy manner, performing the duties anſ iin 
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The epiſile Dedicatorie. 
exed vnto it in faith and obedience, and eſ- 
hewing thoſe vices that vſually attend vpon 
it, with all care and circumſpection. In this 
*?manner,hath God diſpoſcd the whole eſtate 
of manleind] for the accompliſhment of the 
; aforeſaid ende, the honour and glorie of his 
name. 
J Againſt this order, doe offend at this day 
two forts of men. The firſt, are ſuch as live in 
L the boſome of the Church, and are not ran- 
8 ged within the compaſſe of any calling or 
condition of life, wherein they might gaine 
y — vnto God, or good vnto men. Vnder 
15 theſe are comprehended all Popiſh Votaries, 
120 Monles, Friers, &c. who haue beene iuſtly Socrates hiſt, 
condemned of ancient times for theeues and — 
obbers, becauſe liuing apart from the com- Auguit de 
mon ſocieties of men, bay are neither the ; vg 
members of any bodie , nor maintainers of a- 
S ny of the three ſtates before named. And to 
l them may be referred all wandring & ſtrag- 
"Fling perſons, who hauing no ſetled place of 
n abode, and becing neither members of any 
i ciuill ſocietie, nor annexed to any particular 
hi Church , haue e ere calling wherein 
to liue, and therefore cannot either glorifie 
their Creator, or doe the leaſt good vnto 
men. The liues of theſe perſons, are ſo much 
Ike more odious, becauſe they are like the vn- 
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profitable drone , that bringeth nothing into | of 
the hiue, and yet feedes of the honie,that is m 
brought in by the labours of others. Ano- | ra 
ther ſort of men, are they, who indeede are at 
called vnto fome certaine condition: & trade | at 
of life, wherein they do walke, & yeeld ſome | o 
benefit vnto others; and yet they are greatly ei 
to be blamed, in reſpect of their want in the | le 
right vſe and exerciſe of their callings. For | r: 
though they may be skilfull and expert in 
their kind, yet they erre in the maine point, in 
that they doe not practiſe their perſonall cal- 
lings in, and with the generall. Whereas on 
the. contrarie, the principall ſcepe of their 
lives, ought to be the honouring of God in 
the ſeruice of men; and the rule of direction 
for the attainment of that end, is nothing cls, | y 
but a conſtant performance of the duties of | t 
the morall Law, in that very calling wherein n 
they be placed. c | a 
Aremedie for theſe and ſundrie more cor» | ( 
ruptiõs incident vntothe liues of men, as alſo ' 
a warning to thoſe that offend in this kind, the 
Authour hereof, whoſe memorie is bleſſed, 
hathpreſented vnto our view in the diſcourſe 
following: wherein are handled at large, out 
ofthe word of God, the differences, & right 
vſe of allcallings whatſocuer . In publiſhing. | 
whereof, Thaue thought good to make * | 
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o | of your W. to whoſeproteQion I might cõ - 
mend the ſame, and that vpon theſe conſide- 
- | rations. Firſt, becauſe you are and haue ben 
e | anancient fauorer and wel-willer to learning 


and learned men, whereof amongſt the reſt , 


e | our Colledge hath alreadie had very ſuffici- 
y | ent teſtimonie, for which it doth acknow- 
e | ledge you by the name of a louing and libe- 
r | rall benefactour. Secondly, for that (in my 
' knowledge) you were very louingly affected 
vnto the Author of this treatiſe whileſt he li- 

ued, hauing alwaies a reuerent opinion of his 
gifts, and wiſhing him incouragement in all 
his proceedings. Beſide theſe reſpects, it is 
my deſire, by this dedication, to giue vnto 
you ſome teſtimonie of a thankfull mind for 
, | your loue and kindnes towardes me. And 
thus crauing your acceptation hereof, I take 
1 | my leaue, and commend you with all your 
affaires to the grace and fauour of God. 
| (ambriage. Febr. 16. 1692, 
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An Aduertiſment to the | * 
bes Reader, and to all Printers and publiſhers | 5 
| of M. Perkins his bookes. | 


- 


a ſpeech vttered by the wiſe | w 
WEE» | man in his Proverbs, worthie | 7 
NY | thy due obſeruation, ¶ Chriſtian | 
Kader) that, He which ſends ! p 
Ja meſſage bythe hande of a | F 
| foole, is as he that cuts off bis | 4 
rona6. 6. feete, or that drinketh ſome hurtſull thing.) 1 
the foole, Salomon meaneth any one, that vnder- i 
tahes a brſineſſe inthe behalfe of another, without 
aduiſe or due conſideration, either of the werght 
of the thing it ſelfe , or of the partie to whome it 
belongeth, by the cuttin 8 off the feete, the want 
of wit, shill, and dexteritie, for the carriage and 
conucyance of the buſmeſſe, in good and ſeemely 
manner. Ana the drinking of a noiſome thing 
importeth not oxely the griefe , but alſo the hurt 
and prciudice that groweth vnto him, whoſe a4. 
faires are either not at all, or very ill diſpatched 
by fo foohſh and nutleſſe a meſſenger, Nom ont of 
Salomons parable, this may be gathered, that it 
& a ſhamefull chſerace. vmto a man to put the 
Lund unto any werke, either cemmitted vnte 
him by another, or vr derta hen of i is mne head, 
| aud not to goe threngh it m ith cri dit and cem 
+, - | mendalion, 
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To the Reader. 


| prendation. Againe, that a buſmes vnaduiſedly 
| begunne, and unthilfully followed, is as a meſſage 
ſent by the hand of a foole, who muſt needes be- 
' wry his follie, and marre the faſhion of the meſs 
age; which, beſides the imputation of his owne 
want of wit , maketh greatly to the impeachment 
; ef tbe Amthors credit. | 
| To theſe and ſuch like footeleſſe meſſengers, 
| pray not wafuly be compared ſome publiſhers and 
Printers of mens workes in theſe daies, wha wpon 
7 greedie defire of alittle gaine, are willing to run 
into à greater inconnenience , by doing manifeſt 
iniurie to the Authors, and iuſily incurring the 
certen loſſe of their owne credit and good name. 
Mot to inſiſt in generalities : it is not ynknowne 
vnto thee, (good Reader) what an open wrong 
hath beene done by this ſort of men, vnto that 
| wort hie ſeruant of God, the writer of this booke 
_ deceaſed, in the publiſhing of two treatiſes 
vnder his name; one intituled , The practiſe of 
faith: the other, The Reformation of Coue- 
touſnes. For firſt , the writers of theſe bookes , 
haue very boldly preſumed to undertake this 
| worke, without the knowledge or conſent of the 
Authors friends, not once coſidering, what better 
| Copies might els where be had, farre mere agrees 
able to his owne ſiyle, and conſequently more bee 
neficiall to the Church: a plaine argument that 
itt & wanted wit and common reaſon 2 either to 
5 conceine 
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To the Reader. 
gonceine or carrie a meſſage of ſo great impor- 
gance, Secondly, to ſpeaks the beſt of their books, 


 efpecially the latter; they are but rude and con- 


fuſed notes, ſome taken perhaps fro the Authors 
month , others foiſted in by whole pages, which 


. (oponmy knowledge) he neuer delinered:all ſcra- 


ped vp together by ſome hungrie ſcribe , not vpon 
conſcience of creating the Author, or furthering 
the reader, but ina conctonas humour, to get mo- 
ney of the Printer as needie as themſelues. J hird- 
ly , let appeale be made wnto the indgement of 4 
reader but meanely grounded in knowleage,whe- 
ther, The Reformation, &c. (as they tearme it) 
be not for Method, interpretation, collection, and 
application in the moſt places, vnlearnedly, im- 
perfectiy, diſorderly , and ridiculouſly penned. 1 
ſpare to point at the particulars, (though it might 
eaſily haue beene done to the ſhame and diſgrace 
of the writers ) becauſe there is hope vpon this 
Item, they may be better aduiſed hereafter, As 
for the verſifier, that writes before it, In memo- 
riam Perkinſi, whoſe eſſo the Epiſtle u, though 
he hath ſubſcribed to the verſes one ly, as to the 
worthier worke; beſides that he bewraieth his 
want of iudgement in other matters,in beeing ſo 
grilling to premiſe his letter to ſo ſweete apeece of 
ſernice;, he may be well aſſured, that both the 
name and the workes of that holy man, hause ſuf- 
ficiently commended themſelues unto the Church 
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To the Reader. "YT 
of God; and therefore neede not to be ſet forth by 


a man, whoſe commendation is rather a blemifs 
then an honour, and whoſe life and profeſſion de- 
ſerneth neither 18ſt praiſe , nor honeſt report. 
Now if it ſeeme ſtrange vnto * ſhould 
be ſo ſhamefully onerſeene, diſcrediting them- 
ſeluet, and diſhoneuring the dea, by theſe baſe 
and ſhameleſſe enterpriſes ; they may remember, 
that the like iniurie was done unto him not many 
yeares before his death, in the ſetting forth of an 
Expoſition wpon the Lords praier under his 
naue, without his conſent or knowledge, And 
therefore, it is ns maruel({ though perſons ill di- 
ſpoſed, do now proclaime their follie to the world 
after his death, who dia ſo palpably bewray it, 
while he lined. 

e. onſilering then, both the wrong offered enen 
to the aſhes of that holy man , — the abnſe of 
godly and religious people, by ſach wngodly and 
wicked practiſes; it was thought expedient to ad- 
uertiſe the Chriſtian reader, and all Printers and 
publiſhers of bookes , that there are ſundrie co- 
pies in the hands of M.Perkins hit aſſignes,ſome 
prepared for the preſſe by himſelfe , whereof this 

reſent treatiſe it one: and others hereafter to 
be publiſhea,as occaſion ſhall ſerue, vponthe view, 
of ſame learned men here in ( ambridge Mithal, 
wiſbing thoſe which are well affeftlea,chde defire 
ill to emoy the benefit of his labour, nat to ſuffer 
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+8 themſclues to be abuſed in ſuch ſort, as lately they 


laue beene by ruder copies, diwulged hand oner 
head by ignorant and e perſont; but 
rather to hearken after thoſe, that ſhall be ſet 
forth pon better warrant, as occaſion ſhal ſerne. 
In the meane time, vſe this in hand for thy bet- 
ter direction, in the calling wherein thou art pla- 
ced by God: and finding good thereby, giue praiſe 
vnto him in thy heart, who hath vouchſafed to his 
Church in theſe latter daies, ſo worthie an in- 


firament of his plorie. 


Fare-well. 
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The Contents. 
I. bat vocation is pag. 2. where is ſet downe: 
1. The cauſes of euerj calling, Efficient, pag. 
2.and Final. p. b. 
4. 7M generall rules belonging to all cal. 
ings. 
1. — am man doeth, muſt be 
done by vertue of his calling, and within 
the compaſſe of it. p. 7; 
2. Emery man muſi doe the duties of his 
Calling with diligence p. 11. 
11, The parts and kinds of vocations; which are 


to. p. 2. 
J. Generall, whereof there be foure maine 
antes, 


1. Innocation.p.1 4. | 
2. Furtherance of the ſtate of the Church. 
J. 
3. 4 eruing one another in loue. p. 20. 
4. Walking worthy ef the calling. p. 21. 
JJ. Perſonall; p. 22. whereof the 
R whes, ave fine, 

1. Emery one in the Church muſt haue 4 
perſonall calling to walke in. p. 5. 

2. Euery man muſt iudge his particular 
calling wherein he is, to be the beſt for 
him.p.29. * 

3. Enery man wat iojne the prattiſe of his 
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perſonall calling with the pratiſe of the 
generall. p. 31. 
4. Such as beare publke callings , muſt | 
firſt reforme themſelues in priuate. p. 36. 
7. A particular ( alling muſt gine place 
to agenerall , when they cannot both 
* 36. 
Sortet, two: 
1. Thoſe that make a ſocietie. p. 3. 
2. Thoſe that preſerue a ſocietie made. 
38, 
TIl. The right vſe of enery particular calling; 
p. 38 which [tands in 4.things. 
J. A good choice of a calling; whereof there 
1 three Rules. 
t. To chooſe an honeſt and a lawfull cal- 
ling p.40. 
2. To chooſe afit calling.p.41. 
3. Hethat is fitted for ſundrie, muſt make 
choice of the beſt.þ 45. 
TI. A good entrance into it.p.46.where are 
anſwered 5, queſtions. 
1. What calling, the fir planters of our 
Churches had®p.4g9. | 
2, What is to be done, when entrance is 
made into a lamfull calling, with an enil 
min de, and by enill meanes* p.56. 
3. Whether a man may lawfully offer 


bimſelfe and make means to enter ws 
a cal. 
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a calhng orno? p. 5. 
4. Whether a man may enter into two cal- 
lings at once or noip,60, 
. Whether it be lawfull to enter into two 
trades at once, or nofp.6 z, 
111. A good continuance in a calling. 64. 
where ts ſhewea: Fiſt, 
What be the workes of a calling; vz. 
8 p. 65. 
T hoſe which are & profitable. p. o. 
/ neceſſarie p. 6 J. 
Here two Queſtions are anſwered. 
1, Whether workes of a calling done by 4 
man vnlam fully entred, be unllittes , or 
10 5. 70. 
f 2. Whether perſons baptized by Maſſe- 
| prieſti, are to be rebaptized?p,7 2, 
Seconaly, 
What is the right manner of doing the duties 
of a calling where are require two things: 
Firſt, Holineſſe Nanding in a double ſantlt« 
fication. 
1, Of the worker.p.7F, 
the word, © Eſchew. Cometonſas:s, 
| [which ing of 5 57. 
2. Of the ] gines di- — 4 Iniuſlice. 96. 
| | works , by jun for | Prattiſe of F Faith, 102. 


vertues, as Louc. 105, 
L Prater, log. 
Second. 


S reis. 


Sacondly,( onfiancie,in two things, 
7. Remooningof 1mpediments: 
Ambition p. 40g. 
ary Enme.p.119. 
{mpatiencie.Þ,11t. 
\ Hlelpes,p.1 13, 
2, Ving of<Vacations.p.1 14. 
' Changes.p.120, 
IF. Agood Ending of the (allng: which 
Fand in, 
1. A goed Reſignation p. J 25. 
2, A good Account. p. 12 b. 
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Faults and ſlips in the Printing 
are theſe : 


Firſthere are ming in ſundrie plates, pauſes or diſtin& ions. 
Secondly, the lettet (I) is often wanting, by realon of the fre- 
vie of that Character in this treatiſe. 

Ocher ſcapes are thus to be ↄmended 

Page, 9. Amalekites, for Amalakites. Ma hon, for Mahan. p.29. 
Mini. ter, fort Mnilter.p.4;.1in. 12 Rule, for dutie. and lin. i3. Rule. 
1 11. for the Thicd dutie. p. 49. l. a. ſinne, fur thing p. 8 j. l 4. read ao 
abound. and to haue want · p. 10. . IL a6. when, for whey. 
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Let euern man abide in that calling wherein 
he was called. 


ONE Rom the 17. v of this chapter 
No the 25. there are two que- 
E DI tions handled: firſt, whether 
Ja mani beeing called to Chri- 


SI | 
42 ſtianitie vncircumciſed muſt 


EZ be circumciſed after his cal- 
ling: The ſecond is, whether beeing a bond 
man when he is called, he muſt then leaue his 
calling. Now the ſumme of the Apoſtles an- 
fwrret tothem both is lard downe m this 20. 

verſe: as if he ſhould fay; let euery man con- 
tinue in that calling, wherein he was called 
| vnto Chriſt, that is, Suan he walked, and 
liued, when it pleaſed God by the miniſtery 
| of his Goſpell to call him to the profeſſion of 
Chriſtian religion. The cauſe why J haue 
; |choſento (peake of theſe wordes is becauſe 1 
meane to entreate of this point of vocation 
or calling conſidering few men rightly know 
 thow to lue, and g goe on in their callings fo as 
they may pleaſe God. Therefore to proceed 
in * in ſpeaking of this point: firſt I will 
ſhew what TVocation or ( alling is, Secondly* 
A 1 Im 


I wil ſetdowne'the parts and kinds thereof. 
Thirdly the holy and lawfull vſe of euery}” © 
mans particular calling: all which are in ſome wh 
fort touched in the words of my text. 

For the firſt : A vocation or calling is 4 cer - 
taine kinae of life, ordained and impoſed on ma 
by God for the common good. Firſt of all I ſay iti 
152 certaine condition or kind of liſe, that is, Ius 
a certame manner or order of leading our 
hues in this world. For example, the 12 of ww 
king is to ſpend his time in the governing I 
of his ſubiectes, and that is his calling, & the . N 
life of a ſubiectis to liue in obedience to the 
magiſtrate and that is his calling. The ſtate“ 
and condition of a miniſter is, to lead his life! 
in preaching of the Goſpel & word of God, 


and that is his calling. A maſter of a family ist 


to lead his life inthe gouernmẽt of his family, 
and that is his calling, In a word that particu- > 
lar, and honeſt manner of conuerſationf? 
whereunto euery man is called, and ſet apart, l. 
that is (Iſay) his calling. 8 
Now in euery calling we muſt conſider 
two cauſes: firſt the efficient & author there-{, 
of: ſecondly the finall and proper end. Theft 
author of euery calling is God himſelfe : and Ws 
therefore Paul ſaith, As Cod bath called every © 
man let him watke. v. 17. And for this cauſe{® 
the order and manner of liuing inthis world} 
144 15 
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of Callings. 3 
; called a FVecation, becauſe euery man is to 
ue as he is called of God, For looke as in a 
tampe the generall appointcth to cuery man 
is place & ſtanding: one place for the horſ- 
nan and another for the foot man, and to e- 
cry particular fouldier like wiſe his office & 
is ſtanding in which he is to abide againſt 
he enemit, and therein to live and die: euen 
o is it in humane focietics ; God is the gene- 
all, appointing to euery man his particular 
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Sfalling, and as it were his ſtanding: and in 


p hat calling, he aſſignes vnto him his particu- 
el office; in performance whereof he is to 
ue, aid die. And as in a campe no ſouldier 
an depart his ſtanding without the leaue of 
ie general, no more may any man leaue his 

ailing except he receme his liberty frõ god. 
* gune, in a clocke made by the arte and hi- 
ly worke of man, there be many wheeles,& 

query one hath his ſeuerall motion, ſome 
urne this way, ſome that way, ſome goe ſoft- 
r ſome apace: and they are all ordered by 
-. he motion of the watch. Behold here a no- 
hble reſemblance of Gods ſpecial prouidẽce 
Auer mankind, which is the watch of the 

Treat world, allotting to euery man his mo- 
2 on and calling, and in that calling his patu- 
d har office and function. Therefore it is true 
i hat I ſay, that God himſelfe is the author & 
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beginning of callings. - £23 
his ouerthroweth the heatheniſh opinit 
of men which thinke that the particular coup 
dition and ſtate of man in this life comes bin 
chance, or by the bare will and pleaſure ofor 
man himſelfe. Secondly by this which hatlaf 
beene ſaid we learne, that many perſwadingr 
themlelues of their callings, haue for all thi 
no calling at all: As for example, ſuch as li 
by vſury, by carding, and dicing, by mainfm 
teining houſes of gaming by plaies and ſuciia 
- like: 2 god is the author 4 euery lawfulfal! 
callingzbut theſe and all fuch miſerable courgal 
ſes of liuing, are either againſt the word ow: 
God, or elſe are not grounded thereupon wil 
And therefore are not callings or vocations}he 
but auocations from God and his waies. fed 
Now as God is the author of euery calÞr; 
ling: ſo he hath two actions therein: firſt hFor 
nah the calling it ſelfe: and ſecondligt: 
he impoſeth it on man called : And therepri 
fore I ſay, vocation ita certaine kind of life orpt | 
dained and impoſea by God. For the firſt : Goh: 
ordaineth a calling when he preſcribeth ango1 
commandeth the fame in and by his wordfr 
and thoſe callings and ſtates of life which 
haue no warrant from Gods word are ving 
lawfull. Now God in his word ordeinetf 


eallings two waies, firſt by commanding $01 
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preſcribing them particularly, as he doth ihe 
$noſt weighty callings in the familie, church, 
mpr common - wealth. Secondly by appoin- 
ing and letting downe certaine lawes and 
tommandements generally, wherby we may 
afily gather that he doth either approoue 
pr not approoue of them, though they be 
Hot particularly preſcribed in the word. 
The ſecond action of God which is the 
mpoſition of callings is, when he doth par- 
icularly ſet apart any man to any particular 
ulfalling : and this muſt be vnderſtood of all 
llings in the world. Now God doth this 
two waies : firſt by himſelfe immediately 
ithout the helpe of any creature. Thus in 
he beginning was Adam called & appoin- C. 
edto grelle the garden of Eden. Thus A- 
albraham was called from the Idolatrie of his 
vrefathers, and received into the couenant 
erf grace. Thus was Moles called to bee a 
reprince ouer the Hraelites, to guide them out 
ff Egyptinto the promiſed land, And in the 
ohe w teſtament thus were the Apoſtles called 
o preach the Goſpell. Secondly God calleth 
Mnediately by meanes, which be two ſorts, 
ic Men, Angels: by an angel was Philip bee. 4&8 
viſng a deacon called to be an Euangeliſt: and 
eiſhe ſet or appointed callings in Church, & 
- Common wealth arc ordinarily diſpoſed by 
A 3 men 
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men'who are in this matter the inſtrument all 
of God. And therefore men lawfully called! the 
by them, are truly called of God. Thus the mi 
Elders of Epheſus called by the Apoſtles & cal 
* thereſt ofthe Church, are ſaid to be called byſ he 
the Holy ghoſt. And thus we ſee how God y 
is the author of cuery calling. | th; 
The ſinall cauſe or end of euery calling I an 
note, in the laſt wordes of the een 
For the common good: that is, for the bene 
fitand good eſtate of mankinde. In mans bo- 
dy there be ſundry partes and members, and! on 
eucry one hach his ſeueral vic & 2 
it performetli not for it ſelfe but for the good th 
of the whole body: as the office of the eie is all 
to ſee, the eare to heare, and the foote to goe. 
Now all ſocieties of men are bodies, a family or 
35 a body, and ſo is euery particular Church it 
a body, and the common wealth alſo: and in i 
thele 3 there be ſeueral members, which ci 
are men walking in ſeuerall callings and offi 4h 
ces, the execution whereof muſt tend to the 40 
happy and good eſtate of the reſt, yea of all 4} 
men euery where,as much as poſſible is. Tha h 
common good of men ſtandes in this, noſ ac 
onely that they liue, but that they line wellj 4 
in righteouſnes and holines, & conſequently 6 
in true happines. And for the attainement N 


korcunto God hath ordeined and diſpoſed p 
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ts) all callings and in his prouidence deſigned 
ed) the perfons to beare them. Here then wee 
he mult in general know that he abuſeth his 

calling, whoſoeuer he be that againſt the end 
»y.therof imploies it for himſelfe, ſeeking whol- 
>d1y his owne and not the common good. And 

that common ſaying; Exery man for humſelſe 
I and God for vs all, ia wicked, and is directed 
17 the end af cuery calling or honeft 
kind of life. 
o. Thus much of the deſcription of Yocats- 
1d en in generall. Now before I come particu- 
ch Larly to intreat of the ſpecial kinds of callings, 
och there are two generall tules to be learned of 
in all, which belong to euery calling. 
& The firſt:whatloeuer any mi enterpriſeth 
y or doth either in word or deed, he muſt doe 
ch it by vertue of his callmg, and he muſt keepe 
in himſelfe within the compaſſe, limites, or pre- 
ch cinctes thereof. This rule is laid downe in 
he theſe wordes of the Apoſtle Let ener y man 
ne abide in that calling wherein he was called: 
ll the drift whereof is to bind men to their cal- 
lirꝛgs, and to teach them to performe all their 
actions by warrant thereof. It is ſaid Hebr. 
If 21, 6. Without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
ly God: and whatſoener it not F faith, is ſinne. 
ni Now whatſoeuer is not done within the cõ- 
4 paſle ofa calling is not of faith, becauſe a 
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man muſt firſt haue ſome warrant and word ki 
of God to aſſure him of his calling, to doe ſp 
this or that thing, before he can do it in faith. o. 
When the two brethren that ſtroue about io 
their inheritance came to Chriſt, and willed! fo 
him to make agreement betweene them, o 
Chriſt anſwered, Who made me a ludge or de- it 
wider perweene you: as if he ſhould ſay, it is not ct 
within the cõhaſſe of my cal] ling: tor I came! xi 
to accompliſh the worke of mans redeption} o 
& not to deuide inheritances: hereby giuing}! t 
vs to vnderſtand, that cuery thing to be dong t. 
mult be done by warrant of ſome calling: & x 
ſo long as men keepe ihemſelues in their cal 0 
lings they hauca promile of protection from 
God: plal.91. He ſpall giue his Angels charge. : 
oner thee to keepe thee in all thy waies, that is, {of « 
long as thou keepeſt thy ſelfe within the: | 
wares of thy calling, ſo long ſhall my Angels 
preſerue thee. The exarwple of 'Dauid: is 
worthy our conſideration, for he depending 
on the prouidence of God, and walking in | 
his calling had the proteclion of God. hen 
Saul ſmote twiſe at him with a ſpeare: when 
he was made captaine of a thouſaud that 
might be ſlaine of the Philiſtines : when Mi 
chol was promiſed to be his wife for an hun 
dred foreskinnes of the Philiſtines 3 whe 
Saul commaunded his owne ſeruantes 10 kil 
un 
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rd him; when he ſmote againe at him with a 
oe ſpeare; when he ſought to take him in his 
ih. owne houſe : when he followed him to Na- 
ut zothin Ramah: when he was abſent from the 
ed ſolemne feaſt made by Saul:when the preiſts 
n, of Nob were ſlaine 85. perſons, and all the 
e. inhabitantes of the place: when Saul perſe- 
ot cuted him in the deſert of Mahan. Contra- 
ne riwiſe when any man is without the compaſſe 
on} of his calling, he is out of the way, and b 
ng this meanes he bereaues himſelfe of the pro- 
ne tection of the Almightie; and lies open and 
& naked to all the pumſhments and plagues of 
14 God. And it we marke it well, the word of 
m God ſhewes euidently to what dangers they 
e are ſubiect that doe any thing either without 
ſoſ or againſt their callings. Sampfons ſtrengih 
he Jaienctin his haire (as men cõmonly thinke) 
els but becauſe he went out of his calling, by 
is breaking the vow of a Nazarite, when he 
ng! gaue occaſion to Dalilah to cut off his haire, 
in therefore he loſt his ſtrength , for God pro- 
en miſed ſtrength but with a commandement 
en that he ſhould be a Nazarite to the end. Iudg. 
he 13.5. When Saul was commãded to ſlay the 
4 Amalakites, againſt his calling he ſpared A- 
in · gag vpon a fooliſh pitie, and the beſt things 


ef} and thereupon Samuel reprooued him of 


kill tebellion againſt God, which was as the ſinn 
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of witchcraft, and for this very cauſe was he thi 
reiected of God for being king ouer liel. fo 
Jonas being called to preach at Niniue, wẽt a- 10 
bout by flight to ſhake off the calling of god, th 
but when he comes to the ſea, he is toſſed by! m 
atempeſt, and caſt out of the ſhippe, and C. 
ſwallowed by a fiſh that God had prepared u 
for this purpoſe. When Peter beyond the w 
limites of his calling would needes warme < 
him at the high vrieſſs fire, it colt him the! m 
breach of his conſcience; for at the very voice ci 
of a damſell he denied Chriſt with curſing! re 
and banning. And the Exorciſts in the Acts, i! 
that without ſufficient calling tooke vpon b 
them to coniure euill ſpirites in the name of a 
Jeſus , were ouercome by the ſame ſpirites, 7 
and were faine to flie away naked and woun-! b 
ded. In a word looke what iudgments befal u 
men, marke wel the time and circumſtance; u 
thereof, it ſhal be found, that they are caſt! e 
vpon them by the hand of God when they x 
are forth of their callings , which God hath} 
preſcribed them to keepe. Therefore this 
mult be alwaics remembred and practiſed t 
carefully, that we take nothing in hand, vn- 1 
leſſe we haue firſt ranged our ſelues within 
the precincts of our callings. E 
The ſecond generall rule which muſt be 


remembred is this ; That, Exery man muſt * ; 
1 | 


of (allies. I! 
ie the duties of his calling with diligence: & there · 
. fore Salomon ſaith, whatſoener is iu thy hand t cles. 3 
. to doe, doe with all thy power. S. Paul bids him 
d, that rulcth , rule with diligence , and euery 
y man to waite on his office. And Jeremy faith, Io 
d Curſed is he that doeth the worke of the Lord 1 
d negligent. That which Chriſt faith of the 
ie — of our redemption, It # meate and 
e drinke for me to doe my fathers will: the ſame 
1c! mult cuery man ſay in like fort of his parti- 
te cular calling. Of this diligence there be two 
g reaſons: firſt of all, the ende why God be- 
, ſtowes his gifts vpon vs, is that they might 
n be imploĩed in his ſeruice, and to his glorie, 
t and that in this life. Therefore Paul ſaith, 
s, Redeeme che time: and Chriſt, Walke while ye 
n- bane light: and againe, I muſt doe bis worke 
al while it is day: for we ſee trades men, and tra- 
ce uellers riſe earely to their buſines, leaſt night 
ſt ouertake them. Secondly to them which im- 
y ploy their gifts more is giuen, and from them 
th: which imploy them not, is taken that which 
is they haue: and labour ina calling is as pre · 10 
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d tious as golde or ſiluer. Hereupon he that 
1 maimes a man, and diſables him to doe the Y, 
m worke of his calling, by Gods law is bound 
to giue him the value of his labour, Exod. 

5e 21.19. and to like purpoſe our people haue 

2e| a common ſaying, that an Occupation is as 
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good as land, becauſe land may be loſt bu x 
0 and labour in good occupation is profi 1 
table to the ende, becauſe it wil kelpe at a} x 
neede when land and all thingsfaile. And on f 
the other ſide we muſt take heede of two! v 
| uh damnable ſinnes that are contrarie to this di. 


ligence. The firſt is Idlenes, whereby the du · 
Ga, kies of our callings, and the occaſions of glo- 
rifying God, are neglected, or omitted. The f 
1 „ ſecond is Slouthfulneſle , whereby they are 
performed flackly and carelefly. God in the 
parable of the husbandman, calls them that: 
are Idle into his vineyard, Gying , Why fand 
ge lale all the day? Math. 20, And [the ſeruane | 1 
that had receiued but one talent, is called an 
euill ſeruant, becauſe he wWas Nouthful in the 
vſe of it: for ſo it is ſaid, Thou enill ſernant adsl 
ont full, Math. 25.26. S. Paul giveth dus 
rule to the Theſſalonians, He that will not lo- 
ns. bour muſt not eate: yea fach a one he would 
haue to be noted by a leiter as walking inor- 
dinately. And by this he ſheweth that ſlouth 1 
and negligence in the duties of our callings, | 
are a diſorder againſt that comely order 
which God hath ſet in the ſocieties of man- 
kind both in Church and common wealth. | 
And indeede Idlenes and ſlouth are the cau- 
ſes of many damnable ſinnes. The idle bodie | 
and the idle braine is the ſhoppe of the dx | 
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bm will, The fea if it mooued not, could not but 
pfi · putrifie: and the bodie if it be not ſtirred and 
t a mooued, breedeth diſeaſes. Now the idle and 
on flouthful perſon is a fea of corruption; and 
xo. when he is molt idle, Satan is leaſt idle; for 
di. then he is moſt buſie to draw him to mani- 
lu - fold ſinnes. 
lo- Thus much of the two general rules. Now 
he follow the parts and kinds of Vocations: and 
Ire. they are of two forts; General, or Particular. 
he The General calling is the callmg of Chriſti- 
vat anitie, which is common to all that line in 
nd the Church of God. The Particular, is that 
nt | ſpecial calling which belongs to fome parti- 
an , cular men: as the calling ofa Magiſtrate, the 
he | calling of a Miniſter, the calling of a maſter, 
«xd | of a father, of a child, of aſeruant,of a ſubiect, 
iis or any other calling thatis common to all; 
4- And Paul acknowledgeth this diſtinction of 
Id | callings,when he Hith, Let euery man abide in 
r- | that calling wherein be was called; 3 that is, in 
7 | that particular and perſonal calling, in which 

| he was called to be aChriſtian. Of theſe two 
* in order. 
— The Generall calling is that whereby a 
h. man is called out of the world to bea child 
1- | of God,a member of Chriſt, and heire of the 
ie | kingdome of heauen. This callin belongs to 
x euery one within the cõpaſſe of the Church, 

aot 
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not any one excepted. Here I haue iuſt oc. »; 
taſion to _ along diſcourſe touching the | 
calling of men to Chriſt and Chriſtian reli. cei 
—2 Iwill onely touch the maine duties . 
thereof, which are eſpecially foure: The firſt 
is the inuocation of the name of God in 
Chriſt: when Saul got letters from the high 0 
prieſts to perſecute the Church it is ſaid fol 
Saint Luke, that he receiued authoritic al 
binid all that call vpon the name of God, Paul : 
writing to the Church of Corinth , calletl |, 
the members thereof Saints, and ſuch ax call U 
onthe name of the Lord Teſus-. By both 
which places the holy Ghoſt would giue vs 
to vnderſtand , that Inuocation is a maine 
dutie which cucry Chriſtian man is to per- 
forme cotinually;& it containeth both praier 
and thanksgiumy in the name and mediatiõ 
of Teſus Chriſt. And indeed by this action a 
Chriſtian is diſtinguiſhed and ſeuered from 
all other ſorts of men in the world, that pre- 
tend deuotiõ or religion. By this it appeares, 
howſoeuer all men There tobearethis name, 
and take vnto them this generall calling, yet 
very few are indeed true e and ſound Chriſti- 
aus:for not one of an hundred can rightly 
innocate the name of God, though they can 
indeedrepeate the words of praier yet they 
want the ſpirit of grace, and ſupplications, 
whereby | 


of 
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hereby they ſhould aske grace in the name 
Jof Chriſt, and give thankes for benefits re- 
e ceiued. Thus many bearing in ſhewe the 
name of Chriſt, want the power thereof. 
Nay which is more, not to call on the name 
of God is made by the prophet Dauid, the 
note and marke of an Atheiſt that ſaith in his 
, — there is no God, Pſal. 14. 9. 
g The ſecond dutie is, as much as poſſible 
E can to further the good eſtate of the uue 
Church of Godi It is indeede principally the 
1 Jutie of the miniſter, and yet generally it ap- 
ertaines to all: for as in mans bodie, the eie 
y ſeeing, the eare by hearing, the tongue by 
ſpealeing, and euery part by his proper office 
doth further the good of the whole bodie: 
uen ſo al that are called to be members of 
Chriſt, muſt as much as in them lieth, pro- 
ure the good of the whole myſtical bodie of 
hriſt. Dauid in the name of the whole 
hurch ſaith, / will procure thy wealib, & pray rtl. ui. 
or the peace ef leruſalem, they ſball proſper that 
one thee, And after he had humbled him- 
elfe for the two grieuous ſinnes of adulterie r.. 
nd murder, in the ende he praies to God to 
uild the walles of Ieruſalem. For theq;uil- 
ing of the tabernacle, the Iewes brought 
reewill offerings according to their abilitie. 
ome brought gold and pretious * 4 
thers 
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thers ſiluet & filke, & ſuch as had no betteſaf 

thing brought rams skins & badgers skins® 

euẽ A in the building of gods church his ſpiÞ Þ 
ritual tabernacle,cuety Chriſtian muſt bringer 
a free-wil offering, he mult doe ſomething 
euen to the vtmolt of his power to the buil - 
ding of Gods Church, though his ſeruice b 
but meane. Though men (as I haue ſaide 
fondly imagine, that this dutie is proper td; 
the Miniſters of the word; yet the truth is 
it belongs not onely vnto them, but to euer 
one that profeſſeth himſelfe to be a memb 
of the bodie of Chriſt: in which reſpect h 
muſt ſo much as he can, procure and furthe 
the good of the whole. ; 

Here then we are to conſider the mean 

whereby this dutic may be done. They ar 
eſpecially three. The firſt is praier not one! 
for our ſelues, but for the good eſtate of t 
whole Church of God on earth. To this 
fect ſpake Chriſt to his Diſciples, when h 
ſaw the Iewes like ſcattered ſheepe without 
ſheepheard ; Pray to the Lord of the harue 

\.s that be would thruſt forth labourers into th 
harueſt. And in that praier commonly calle 
the Lords praier, we are taught to fay, Let il 
hirigaome come : where by kingdom is ne 
onely meant the kingdome of glorie in heaf 

uen, but the kingdome of grace, which isthF 


teappic & bleſſed condition of Gods church 
nein earth. And therefore Paul biddeth the 
pid heſſalonians pray that Gods word may 
in dane free paſlage and be gloriſied. 2. Theſl. 
. 1. 
1 The ſecond meanes is the worke of edifi- 
b&tion, which Paul inioynes the Theſſaloni- 
des: Eaific one another, 1. Theſſ. 5. 1 1. And S. 
cchꝛde, v. 20. C aiſie your ſelnes vpon your moſf ho- 
is Hub. The Church of God is a temple 
ade without handes, the foundation is 
hriſt; and euery member of Chriſt with all 
at pertain to gods electiõ are Jiuing ſtones: 
he builders ot this tẽple principally are Pa- 
tours and teachers, and not onely they, but 
| Chriſtian perſons generally. The caſe 
ands here as it did inthe building of the 
terial temple, the principal builders 
hereof were ſuch as cut and laid ſtones, and 
Trought curious workes; beſides whome 
cre were many others, whichthough they 
ould neither cut nor frame, yet did they fur- 
her the buildings either by carrying of bur- 
ens, or by making of morter : euen ſo in the 
uilding of Gods ſpiritual Church, though 
cannot ſquare ſtones like maſons, nor 
id as the Miniſter doth , yet all without 
eception parole to the Church of God, 
wult put their helping hands to further this 
n B 1 buile 
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building. And this may be done two wail 8 
firſt by vſing all good meanes , whereby 
ma 


raw our kinred, friends, and neighbe ol 
tothe loue and'obedience of true hg 8 


This dutie Paul propoundeth to the Coriſ ,; 


thians in his one example, ſaying, that 
Pleaſed all men in all things, not ſeeking bis omi 
profit, but the profit of many that they might 
ſaned, 1. Cor. 10. 33. Secondly this thing 
done by confirming thoſe which are calle | 
by often admonitions , exhortations, conſq . 
lations, and all other like duties that ſerue 
chis ende. And by theſe duties may the me 
cell perſon in the Church of God build q 
diſs 


HFlere. I may inſtly complaine of the ney,” 
lect of tin dute: for the caſt ſands thus 
this barren and fruitleſfe age of the world 
men are ſo farre from duties of edificatic 
that they vſe all meanes rather to pul dow 
then to build. For he that giues himſelfe b 
to learne the duties of religion, and in ſor 
fort to liue accordingly, is made a ſigne and 
by · word among the common people, ar 
alſo a wonder. And this ſhewes that the p 
Riſe of this dutie of Edification lies dead 
whercto neuertheleſſe we are bound by ve 


tue of a general calling. 
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Gods Church, is to conferre the temporal 
ſſings that God hath beſtowed on vs, ac- 
rding to our abilitie to the good thereof, 
our God with thy riches, ſaith Salomonzand Prov.z.g, 
tis done eſpecially, when they are imploi- 
to the maintaining and furthering of true 
ligion, and the worſhip of God. Thete be 
her endes for which God hath giuen ri- 
es, but this of all is the principal. Yet alas, 
is dutie is but ſlenderly practiſed of ſuch as 
ric the name of Chtiſt: for many of the 
her ſort fpend a great part of their increaſe 
on hawkes, bulles, beares, dogges; or rio- 
Juſly diſpend the fame in ſporting or ga- 
ng: and thus diſable themſelues to doe 
ht good they ſhould vnto the Church of 
od. And the meaner ſort now a daies ſpend 
at they get in fine apparel, & good cheere: 
d by this meanes the houſe of God is leſſe 
garded: for euery common man now a- 
ies muſt be as a gentleman, and it is hard 
etimes for a ſtranger to diſcerne the ma- 
from the ſeruant, and there is ſuch ex- 
e in all degrees, that now for daily attire, 
nobleſt are the plaineſt. To this dutie 1 
y alſo adde, that euery Chriſtian parent 
J vertue of his general calling is to dedicate 
ne of his male children, as much as poſſi · 
o is, to the ſeruice of the miniſterie; if ſo be 
1 B 2 they 
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they haue gifts and inclination of nature ſe 
for that calling. And in this cafe the exampl1,,, 
of Anna may be a good direction for vs ¶ar 
follow, who did before-hand conſecrate oe 
muel her firſt borne to the Lord. By thiffc 
meanes the Miniſteric ſhal be continued 9 
Gods Church and religion maintained, anÞ,y 
his Goſpel publiſhed from age to age to thy, 
ende of the world. un 
The third general dutie of Chriſtianitie Ina 
that euery man ſhould become a ſeruant Mo 
his brother in all the duties of Joue. A Cluſſo 
ſtian is the freeſt of all men in the world. Fabio 
in that reſpect he is the childe of God i 0 
Chiriſt, he is truly freed from hel, death, ar Y, 
condemnation, yea and in part from ſinnhyc 
and Satan, and that in this life: and yet for 
chis, he muſt bea ſeruant vnto euery manzby 
how? by all the duties of loue, as occaſigf 
(hal be offered, and that for the comma. 
good of all men. Marke wel the words of 


' 


0 
la 


er 9 Paul, T hongh I be free from all men, yet hau gy, 


made my ſelfe ſeruant to all, that I might win on 
the more. It it be ſaid,this dutic appertainesſ to 
an Apoſtle; I anſwer, that Paul inioynes}he 
;ndifferently to euery man. Gal.5.1 3. Dee I. 
ſeruice one to another in Joue . And for 
cauſe the ſeruants of God are ſaid to be tre n 
F righteouſues, whole leaues ſerue for med 
N * 13 
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Ane, and their fruit for meate, not for them- 
pflues but for others. Let vs therefore in the 
are of God be careful toJcarne this dutie: 

xr the practiſe of it is the ſpecial ornament 
df Chriſts holy Goſpel. 

3 * . dutie is ſet downe by S. 
inpaul, E 4.1 Walle worthy that calling = Sy 

o God or 22 jam. Againe he biddeth ſet- 

zantsſo to carrie themſelues toward their 
naſters;that they may adorne the Goſpel of Tt + | 

od in all things: and he ſets done in the 

ords following, how men may adorne reli- 

1 gion by their proſeſſion: namely, by "g 

ge and worldly luſts,by 2 ſo 
ny, rightcoufly , and godly in this” eſent 

MFrorld.Ina word, this.calling of Chriſtianitie 

"Si the moſt excellent calling in the world, and 

Ihe walketh worthy the ſame that lceepeth a 

good conſcience before God, and is vn- 
dt dlameable before all men. 

This dutie I commend to the meditation 
and practiſe of all men whatſocuer;we were 
once baptized & therein gaue vp our names 

Teo God, and Chriſt; and we are content to 
heare the word. and receiue the ſupper ofthe 

Lord as a pledge of his mercie and loue. We 
muſt therefore walke as they to whome the 
mercie and loue of God pertaines, Chriſt 

$ pronounceth a wee to them that giue offence, 

* B 3 Matth. 
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Matth.18.7.Andindeed it were better for 

ny man to be as farre ynder the earth, as he ift 
aboue it, then by a badde and looſe conuetſaſ tc 
tion to ſlaunder the name of God, whoſgher 
ptofeſſed ſeruant he is: and as Chyzlt ſaith, Mh 
were better a milſtone were hanged about hi. 
necke,and he were throwne into the bottome oſhec 
the ſea, As Dauid praied, Lord take from m 
rebuke and ſname, which I doe feare, becauſe tn 
iudgements are good: ſo mult we pray. Lord * 
take from me rebukę and ſhame, for thy gaggi 
ſpell is good. And that we may euer morqhn: 
walke worthy of this calling, we firſt of ali; t 


muſt depend by faith on the prouidence and al 
mercie of god at all times. Secondly, we muſſyz 


daily turne vnto him by a continuall rene waha 
ing of our repentance. Thirdly we muſt inp, 
deauour to performe newe obedience in rec 
ſpect of all his commandements. h 
Thus much of the general calling comma o 
to all men as they are Chriſtians. Nowe fol4 
loweth the ſecond kind of calling, and that ice 
Perſonall. A Perſonal calling is the executioſſ. 
of ſome particular office, ariſing of that did, 
ſtinction which God maketh betweene manſſhi 
and man in every ſocietie. Firſt I ſay, it is? 
execution of ſome particular office:as for exam 
ple, the calling of a magiſtrate is to executgy 
the office of gougrameat ouer his ſubie 


the 


allings. ?2 
aue office of a miniſter is to execute the duty 
ff teaching his people: the calling of a maſter 
s to execute the office of authoritie and go- 
rnment ouer his ſeruanis: the oſſice ofa 
Phyſitian is, to put in PRE the good 
meanes whereby life and health are preſer- 
ed: In a word, in euery eſtate the practiſe & 
xecution of that particular office, wherein 
any man is placed, is his perſonal calling. 
Secondly I adde , chat it ariſeth from that 
diſtinction which God malceth betweene 
man and man in euery ſocietie, to ſhew what 
s the foundation and ground of all perſonal 
Ilngs. And it is a point to be conſidered of 
s, which Fthus explaine. God m his worde 
th ordained the ſocietie of man with man, 
partly in the common-wealth , partly in the 
Church, and partly in the familie: and it is not 
the will of God that man ſhould liue and 
conuerſe alone by himſelfe . Now for the 
maintaining of ſocietic ; he hath ordained a 
certaine bond to linlce men togither , which 
18 Paul calleth che bond of peace, and the bond 
ef perfection, namely Lone. And howeſocuer 
ne hath ordaincd ſocieties, and the bond of 
; _ hath he appointed that there 
\Khould ſtil remaine a diſtinftion betweene 
man and man, not onely in regard of perſon, 
out alſo in other reſpects: for as the whole 
« B 4 bodice 
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bodie is notthe hand, nor the foote, nor ii 
eie, but the hand one part, the foote anothaſſnal 
and the eie another: and how ſoeuer int 
bodie one part is linked to another, yet the 

is a diſtinction betwixt the members, wher 

by it commeth to paſſe, that the hand is ii g 
hand, not the foote: and the ſoote, the foot 
not che hand, nor the eie: ſois it in ſocietie 
there is a diſtinction in the members there 
and that int wo reſpects: fuſt in regard of t 
inward gifts which God beſtoweth on eue 
ry man, giuing to ſcucral men ſeueral gifte 
according to his good plcaſure . Of this d 


ſtinction in regard of inward gifts, Paul in 4 
treatsatlarge, 1.Cor.1 2. through the who 


chapter, where he ſheweth the diuerſitie o 
gifts that God beſtowes on his Church, ar 
ſo proportionally in euery ſocietie. Noy 
lool as the inward 2 of men are ſeuerei 
ſo are the perſons diſtinguiſhed in them ſoc 
elies accordingly. Secondly, perſons are di 
ſtinguiſhed by order, whereby God hath ap 
pointed that in euery ſocietie one petſc 
ſhould be aboue or vnder another ; not 
king all equal, at though the bodic ſhould b 
all head and nothing elſe: but euen in degre 
and order, he hath ſet a diſtinction, that o 
ſhould be abaue another; And by reaſon 


this diftin&tion of men, partly in reſpect 
| vin 
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ti ei ſts, partly in reſpect of order, come perſo- 
nei nall collingi For i all men had the ſame gifts, 
th and all were in the ſame degree and order, 
Mthen ſhould al haue one and the ſame calling: 
but in as much as god giueth diuerſitie ot 
gifts inwardly, and diſtinction of order out- 
vwardly, hence proceed diuerſitie of perſonal 
ie) calling; and therefore I added that perſonal 
0 callings ariſe from that diſtinction which 
God maketh betweene man and man ine- 

ue uery ſociety. And thus we ſee what is a perfo- 
fie nal calling. Nowe before I come to intreat of 
1s the parts thereof, there be other general rules 
in to be learned which concerne all perſonal 
ol callings whatſocuer. | 
5 0) J. Role. Euery perſon of euery degree, 
an ſtate, ſexe, or condition without exception, 
Wi muſt haue ſome perſonal and particular cal- 
eu ling to walke in. This appcatcth plainely by 
ocij the whole word of God. Adam ſo ſoone as 
qi he was created, euen in his integritie had a 
p perſonal calling aſſigned him by God: wich 
ſoß was to dreſſe and keepe the garden. And af. 
ter Adams fall, the Lord gineth a particular 
commandement to him and all his poſterity, 
Which bindeth al men to walke in ſome cal 
ling, either in the Church or c6mon wealth: 


; | 167 bread Apaine in therenewing ofthe lawe 
* in 


ſaying, In the ſweat of thy browes ſhalt thom eat Geary. 


r 
+ 
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in Mount Sinai, the fourth :commandement$s ar 
Joeth not onely permit labour on ſixe dai c 
but alſo inioynes the ſame (as I take it) to wine 
all. For Gods example is there propoundedſcieti 
for vs to follow, that as he reſted the ſeauenth Chi 
daie, ſo muſt alſo we:and conſequently,as heſthat 
ſpent ſixe daies in the worke of creation, ſoſdet 
ſhould we in our perſonall callings. And S. d 
Paul giueth this rule, Let him that ſtole ſtcale pan 
no more, but let him rather worke wh his hands CO 
the thing that good is, that he may haue to gine ag 
him that needeth. Chriſt the head of men, li · Pat 
ued with Ioſeph in the calling of a Carpen · In 
ter. til the time of his baptiſme,and hereupon 
it was that the Iewes ſaid, I not this the car- 
nter the ſonne of Marie? and after he was 


aptized, and was as it were ſolemnly admit- 
ted into the office of a Mediatour, the worke 

of our redemption was then his calling, in 
which he both liued and died. Yea the angels 
of God haue their particular callings, in f 
they doe his commanndements in obeying the | 
voice of his word, And therefore all that deſ- bl 
cended of Adam muſt needs haue ſome cal - 3" 
ling to waſke in; either publike, or private, | ** 
whether it be in the Church, or common P. 
wealth,or familie. fi 
Hence we may learne ſundry points ofin- P 


ftrution;Firſt of all thatit is a foule diſorder N 


\ : 
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n any common wealth, that there ſhould be 


ffered rogues, beggars, vagabonds;for ſuch 
ind of perſons commonly are of no ciuil ſo- 


rietie or corporation, nor of any particular 


burch: and areas rotten legges, and armes 


chat droppe from the bodic. Againe to wan- 


der vp and downe from yeare to yeare to this 


ende, to ſeeke and procure bodily mainte- 


pance,is no calling, but the life of a beaſt: and 
any a condition or ſtate of life flatte 
againſt therule; That euery one mult haue a 
particular calling. And therefore the ſtatute 
made the laſt parliament for the reſtraining 
of beggars and rogues is an excellent ſtatute, 450 9; 
and becing in ſubſtance the very law ofgod, 


is neuer to be repealed. 


Againe, hereby is ouerthrowne the con; 
dition of Mankes and Friers: who challenge 
to themſelues that they liue in a ſtate ofper- 


ſection, becauſe they liue apart from the ſoci- 


eties of men in faſting and praier: but contra - 


riwiſe, this monkijſh kind of liuing is damna- 
ble;for beſides the general duties of faſting, 


and praier, which appertaine to all Chriſti- 


ans, euery man mult haue a particular and 

erſonal calling, that he oats! a good pro- 
fitable member of ſome ſocietie and bodie. 
And the auncient church condemned all 
monkes for theeues and robbers,that ar 


„ e 
che generall duties of praier and faſting, didi 
not withall imploy themſelues in ſome otherſned 
calling for their better maintenance, © Pot 
Thirdly we learne by this, that miſerableÞ!e 
and damnable is the ſtate of thoſe that be. ſeiti 
ing enriched with great liuings and reue- Jef 
newes, doe ſpend their daes in eating andi lin 
drinking, in ſports & paſtimes. not imploy. 4 d 
ing ihemſeſues in ſeruice for Church or com. fuc 
mon wealth. It may be happily thought, that the 
ſuch gentlemen haue happie liues; but it ii c 
farre otherwiſe : conſidering euery one, rich, do 
1 or poore,man,or woman, is bound to haue a! 
[i perſonal calling, in which they muſt perform 8 
ſome duties for the common good, accor- 
ding to the meaſure of the giſis that God 
Hath beſtowed on them. ; 
Fourthly , hereby alſo it is required that 
ſuch as we cõmonly call ſeruing · men ſhould! 
haue, beſide the office of waiting, ſome othet 
particular calling, vnleſſe they tend on men 
of greater place and ſtate: for onely to waite, 
and giue attendance, is not a ſufficient cal - 
lng. as common experience telleth: for wai- 
ting · ſeruants by reaſon they ſpend the moſt 
of their timein eating anddrinking;fleeping 


and gaming after dinner and ſupper, doe 


prooue the moſt vnprofitable members both 
in Church and common wealth. For when 
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na enher their good maſters die, or they be tur- 
ger ned out of their office for ſome miſdemea 
our, they are fit for no calling beeing vna 
ole to labour; and thus they giue themſelues 
ither to begge or ſteale. The waiting man . 0. 
e: of Cornelius the Centurion, was alſo e 
ung a ſouldier: and it were tobe wiſhed now 
a daies, that gentlemen would make choiſe of 
. ſuch ſeruants, that might not onely tend on 
1 their perſons, but alſo tend vpon ſome other 
1 conuenient office. It is good for euery man 
h, to haue two ſtrings to his bow. 
„ 71. Rule. Euery man mult judge that 
parũcular calling. in which God hath placed 
* Fam to be the belt of all callings for him: I 
4] fay not ſimply belt, but beſt for him. This 
rule is fet forth vnto vs in the example of 
Paul. I haue learned ( faith he) in whatſoeuer Fil. In. 
fate I am to be content and well pleaſed. The 
practiſe of this duiie is the ſtay and foundati- 
on of the good eſtate both of Church and 
common wealth: for it maketh euery man 
to keepe his one ſtanding , and to imploy 
himſelfe painefully within his calling: but 
when we begin to miſlike the wiſe diſpoſiti- 
on of God, and to thinke other mens callings 
better for vs then our one, then followes 
confuſion and diſorder in every ſocietie. 
When Abſalom a child, and ſubiect 5 kin 
| auca 
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Dauid was not content with his eſtate, bu 
ſought his fathers kingdome,and ſaid, O thu 
I were indge among you!many contentions ant 

hurliburlies followed in the common wealth : 
of the Iewes all his daies. And the ſonnes off * 
Zebedeus not contenting themſelues withfre 
the calling of Difciples, but becing inflamed m. 
with deſire of honour and dignitre, ſought faut 
tivo principal offices in Chriſt his kingdom, F 
which(as they deemed) ſhould be a ciuil and ee 
worldly kingdome. Hence aroſe enuie and}. 
heart-burning among the diſciples, and fur- 
ther cuils would haue inſued, vnleſſe the wiſ- 
dome of our Sauiour Chriſt had cut them 
off. The Biſhops of the church of Rome not ii 
contented with their Eccleſiaſticałeſtate, af - 
fected the honour of the Empire: and by 
this meanes brought hauock and raine vpon 
the whole church. Tea the very firſt familie 
that euer was in the world, felt the ſmart of I* 
this euil. Cain becauſe he feared the loſſe of A 
his primacie, whereby he was to be a prieſt, 
prophet, and ruler in Adams houſe after his JP! 
deceaſe,ſlew his brother Abel. And this may Q 
wel be gathered by the wordes of the text, 
Gen. 4. 7. where when Cain began to be an- 
4 faid, F tho doeſt well, there is 
remiſſion : if not, ſiune lies at the doore. Now 


Cain might happily replic and fay,thisis * 


at 
t 


7 7 J. Jy 
Hut my griefe remaines that I muſt looſe m 
Fight and dignitic. Tothis God anſweret 
hus in the next words, And his apperite ſhall 
the 10 thee,and thou ſhalt rule oner him , namely 
F tho doe well: And from time to time the 
h (preatelt diſorders that haue fallen out inthe 
d hurch of God, haue iſſued from this foun- 
nt taine. And the fame is alſo true in the com- 
mon wealth : hence come treacheries, trea- 
ons, and (editions , when men not content 
with their owne eſtate and honours, ſeeke 
igher places: and being diſappointed grow 
o diſcontentments , and ſo forward to all 
niſchiefe. Therefore in a word, the good e- 
ſtate of the church and common wealth is 
when every perſon keepes himſelfe to his 
owne calling. And this wil vndoubtedly 
come to paſſe, if we conſider what bee our 
callings & that weare placed in them of god, 
and therfore iudge them to be the beſt cal- 
#lings of all for vs. | 

{ 11. Rule. Every man mult ioyne the 
practiſe of his perſonat calling with the pra- 
Aiſe of the general calling of Chriſtianitic 
before deſcribed. More Rinks Euery pars 
ticular calling moſt be practiſed in, and with 
the general calling of a Chriſtian. It is not 

ficient fora man in the co tion ,and 


a 
in comon conuerſation to be a Ckiiſtian,bue 


F | 
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aſlembly,when he heareth the word, and re 


thercofj And therefore both callings mul 


in his very perſonal calling he muſt 
himſelfe to be ſo. As for example, A Mag 
ſtrate muſt not onely in generall be a Chi 
ſtias,as euery man is, but he mult be a Chi 
ſtian Magiſtrate in exccuting the office of 
Magiſtrate in bearing the ſword. A maſter of | 
a familie muſt not only be a chriſtian abre =. 
in the towne, and inthe congregationint 1 
fight of ſtraungers: but alfo in the admin 
ſtration and regiment of his particular famiſ _ 
bie, towards wile, children, and ſeruants. It a 
— enough for a 8 oy vertuous of: 
to ſtraungers : but her vertue muly 
. — ſelſe in her ſubiection an + 
obedience to her one huband. A Schooleſ ih 
maſter muſt not onely be a chriſtian in t 


ceiueth the ſacraments:but he muſt alſo ſh 
himſelfeto be a Chriſtian in the office ofte 
ching. And thus muſt euery man beha 
himſelfe in his particular calling: becauſe t 
particular calling and the practiſe of the du 
ties thereof, ſeuered from the foreſaid gene 
rall calling, is nothing cls buta practiſe of in 
zuſtice and profaneneſſe. And the gener 
calling of chriſtianitie without the practiſ 
of ſome particular calling is nothing els, bu 
the forme of godlineſſe without the powe 
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A be ioyned as bodie and ſoule are ĩoyned in a 
SJ living man. And that we may the betterioyne 
both our callings togither, we muſt conſider 
the maine ende of our liues, and that is, to 
ſerue God in ſeruing of men in theworks of 
A our callings. God as he made man, fo can he 
reſerue man without the helpe of man: but 
is pleaſure is, that men ſhal be his inſtru- 
ments for the good one of another. For this 
cauſe hath he ordained the excellent offices 
Jef Magiſtrates and Miniſters, and almoſt an 
I infinite varietie of trades of life, all tending io 
M preſerue the bodie, or ſoule, or both. Thus 
od manifeſts his fatherly care ouer vs by 
che imploiment of men in his ſeruice accor- 
ding to their ſeueral vocations for our gdod: 
and there is not ſo much as the vaſſal, or bõd - 
man, but he muſt ſerue God by ſeruing bis 
maſter, as Paul teacheth Coloſſ. 3. 24. And 
by this one point we may learne two things. 
The firſt, that they profane their lues and 
callings that imploy them to get honours, 
I pleaſures, profits, worldly commodities, &c. 
for thus we line to another ende then God 
hath appointed, and thus we ſerue our ſelues, 
Iand conſequently neither God not man. 
M Some man wil ſay perchance, what mult we 
Inot labour in our callings to maintaine our 


families? I anſwer, his _ be done: bu this 


* 
1 
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is not the ſcope and ende of our liues. The ht 
true ende of our liues is, to doe ſeruice tok; 
God in ſeruing of men: and for a recom 
pence of this ſeruice, God fends his bleſſinę 

on mens trauailes, and he allowesthem tor de 
take fog, their labours. Secondly by this weſþm: 
learne, how men of meane place and callitighea 
may comtort themſelues. Let them confideſpoſ 
that in ſeruing of men by performance olſſeſo 
poore and baſe duties, they ſerue God: andſoe 
therefore that their ſeruice is not baſe in higÞþhe 
fight: andthough their reward from men b 
little, yet the reward at Gods hand ſhal notfre f 
be wanting. For ſeeing they ſerue God infous 
ſeruing of men, they may iuſtly looke for reqhey 
ward from both. And thus may we teapile 
marueilous contentation in any kind of calm 
ling, though it be but io ſweepe the houſe;onfeiu 
keepe ſheepe, if we can thus in practiſe vnitthe c 
our calhngs. 2 95 

By this rule may any man rightly indge off 

himſelfe and others. For wherefocuer thelghe 1 
two callings are ſeuered, whatſoeuer is iffſem 
ſhew, there is nothing in fubſtance. And bi A 
this alſo We may difcerne a common fault ihe r 
the liues of many men, who ſhew themſelueſou 
readieand willing to heare the word of Godpre 
yea they approoue it, receiue the Sacrametyſhin| 
and profeſſe themſelues to be — ng, 
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Thriſt; and all theſe be good duties of the 
d&:(t and general calling: but goc on further, 
Ind looke into their particular callings, thero 
il you find nothing leſſe, there is all out of 
order; ſome be vſurers, and oppreſſours, 
epme ingroſſers, ſome vie falſe weights and 
Heaſures, ſome lying and ſwearing, ſome are 
doſe and laſciuious. It may be, ſucli perſons 
ſolue themſelues that all is wel, when the 
Noe ſome duties of their general calling: but 
Whereas they neglect the performance of the 
*.:d duties in their particular callings, they 
tre farre out of order, yea they lead a dange- 
Hus & lamentable courſe of life. For though 
be indued with excellent gifts, and be a- 
e to ſpeake wel, conceiue praier, and with 
dme reuerence to heare the word, and re- 
we the Sacraments ; yet it they practiſe not 
he duties of godlines within their owne cal- 
gs, all is but hypocriſie. And therefore vn- 
fle they repent, the greater their gifts are, 
e more ſhal they make to their deeper con- 
emnation at the day of iudgement. 
Againe, this rule ſerueth to teach all men 
e right way to reforme their lines. If thou 
F$ouldeſt lead a life vnblameable both be- 
Pre God and man, thou muſt firſt of all be- 
unlce thy ſelfe what is thy particular cal- 


ing, and then proceede to practiſe the duties 
| C 2 of 
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of the moral law,and all other duties of Ch 
ſtianitie in that very calling. And if the 


Nov 


wouldeſt haue ſignes and tokens of thy eli 


tion and ſaluation, thou mult fetch thei 


from the conſtant practiſe of thy two 
hngs ioyntly together: feuer them in thy li 


and thou ſhalt finde no comfort, but rath 


ſhame and confuſion of face, vnleſſe the 
repent. | 
IU. Rgle. Such as beare publicke 

tings muſt firſt reforme themſelues in pi 
nate. When ¶Moſet went from Midian 
Egypt to be a gouernour of the 1(raelite 
the Lord withſtood him in the way by re 
ſon of a fault in his priuate familie, that 


child was not circumciſed aecording toi 
law of God. How fhal he order publi 
matters for the common good, that cann 


order his owne priuate eſtate? | 
V. Rule. A particular callmg muſt gi 
place to the general calling of a Chrifti 
when they cannot both ſtand together. 
for example, a ſeruant is bound to his maſt 
to obey lum, either becauſe he is a vaſſal, or 
ihe leaſt becauſe he is hired to ſerue for w 
ges: the ſaid maſter beeing a zealous Papi 
threatneth his ſeruant beeing a Proteſtat 


that vnleſſe he condeſcend to heare maſſe 


Mal either burne at a ſtake, or cattie a fag 


el. 
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Nov the ſeruant ſeeing the malitious pur- 
ole of his maſter, and not finding himſelfe 
ble to beare the brunt of a trial, in this caſe 
" the departs and withdrawes himſelfe for a 
"Jime : And the queſtions, whether he doth 
el or no? The anſwer is, he doth: and in 
Juch a caſe he may lawfully flic from his ma- 
ter: for a ſeruant that by perſonal calling is 
Pound to an earthly maſter , is further by a 
Feneral calling bound vnto God. And the 
Particular calling of any man is inferiour te 
he general calling of a Chriſtian, and when 
hey cannot both ſtand together, the particu- 
Ir calling mult giue place; becauſe we are 
Sound vnto God inthe firſt place, and vnto 
nan vnder God; and ſo farre forth onely as 
e may withal keepe our bond with God. 
\nd thus much of the fiue general rules that 
pre to be practiſed in euery particular cal- 


Ing. 
; F. proceede Perſonall callings be of two 
ts: of the firſt ſort are all ſuch as be of the 
$llence and foundation of any ſocietie with- 
Put which the ſocietie cannot be. As in a fa- 
Þulie, the calling. of a maſter, and the calling 
Pfa ſeruant: the calling ofhusband, and wife: 
Pf parents, and children. And in the common 
ealth, the calling of Magiſtrates, and ſub- 
And in the Church, the calling of the 
| 3 Mmi- 


Miniſter and of the people. Of the ſeconſ din: 
ſoct are all ſuch as ſerue onely for the good: 
happie, and quiet eſtate of a ſocietie. Ane 
theſe be of ſundrie ſorts; ſome of them ſe 
uing tor the preſcruation of the life of m 

as the calling of an husbandman, of a me 
chant, &c. ſome ſeruing for the preſeruatiq; 
ot health, as the calling of a Phyſitian, and. 
the ſurgeon, &. ſome ſeruing for the ou 
ward peace, as the calling of a ſouldiour, I. 
the Lawier, & c. ſome ſeruing for the clog! 
thing and attiring of the bodie, and they 
almoſt ſo many as be the parts of the bodi 
ſome alſo ſeruc for building, as the calling 

a carpenter and inaſon Ina word, looke ho 
many things be neceſſarie for the good ij 
{tate of any ſocietie, ſo many perſonall 

hnes there be, which belong not to the ꝗ ſo 
ſence and beeing of a ſocietie, but ſerue on 

for the good of the ſame. And to one 
theſc kindes may all lawful perſonal callins 

he referred. Thus much of callings in gen 
tall, and of the kindes thereof. | 


Thethird point to be conſidered, whit ik 
is the moſt principal, is this: How euery m 
may in a good and holy manner vſc-hisd + 
ling:this ſtil beeing remembred that I ſpei a 
pot of extraordinarie callings, or of the gei 


ral calling of a Chriſtian , but onely. af 


* 
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finarie and perſonal callings. The handling 
ofthis point is of great weight and moment: 
for by the right vſe ofeuery calling, the works 
al-thereof are made good workes, thougho- 
therwiſe they be but meane and baſe in thẽ- 
al ſclues. In a good worke are three things re- 
quired: firſt, it muſt be done in obedience. Se- 
condly, in faith. Thirdly, it muſt be directed 
to the gloric of God. Now the workes of e- 
4-uery calling, when they are per formed in an 
holy manner, are done in fanh and obediẽce, 
— ſerue notably for Gods glorie, be the cal- 
nig neuer fo baſe. As for example, a man is 
by profeſſion a ſheepheard/ the calling is but 
baſe and meane, and the duties thereof are ſu- 
table: yet if there be grace to vſe that calling 

| aright.the duties thereof are good works be- 
fore God, beeing done with conſcience of o- 
pedience vnto God for his glorie , and the 
good of the maſter. The meaneſſe of the cal- 
ling docth not abaſe the goodneſſe of the 
-worke,for God looketh not at the excellen- 
.cicof the worke, but at the heart of the wor. _ 
ker. And the action of a ſheepheard in kee- 
fins ſheeve, performed, as Ihaue ſaid, in 
his kinde, is as good aworke before God, 
as is the action of a judge in giuing ſen- 
tence, or of a Magiſtrate in ruling , or a. 
Muſter in preaching. Thus then we Tee 
Rk C4 there 


there is good reaſon why we ſhould ſearch 
how euery man is rightly to vſe his particular 
calling. In the right vſe of any calling, foure 
things are to be conſidered and performed. J. 
ood choice of a calling. II. good entrance 
into it. III good continuance therein. IV. 
An honeſt and good leauing of the ſame. 
For the firſt, in the choice of our callings, we 
muſt remember and obſerue three particu- 
lar rules. | 
Rule I. That we are to chooſe honeſt þ 
and lawful] callings to walke in. Let him 
that flole(faith Pauli ſteale no more: but let him 
rather labour, & worke with ha bands the thing ni 
that is good, Here we are warned by the Holy | 
Ghoſt to make choice of ſuch callings as be V/ 
honeſt. Againe all the workes of our callings 
mull be done in faith, and there is no faith, 
vnleſſe the calling be honeſt. 1 
For better direction in the choice of an 
honeſt calling, this general ground muſt bee 
obſerued: Euery calling that ſerueth to vp- 
hold and maintaine three ſeueral eſtates and 
ſocieties, namely the eſtate of the church; or 


the eſtate of the common wealth, or the eſtate jter 
of the family, is grounded vpon the moral | cal 
law, and therefore lawful , and conſequently | ws 
may be had, vſed, and inioyed with good c- | br 
ſciencę. On the contrary, if it be an hindranet | re! 


) 
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p any of theſe three eſtates, in whole or in 
part, it is an vnlawful calling. | 
Rule. IT. Euery man mult chooſe a fitte 
alling to walke inz that is, cuery calling muſt 
pe fitted to the man, and euery man be fitted 
o his calling. This rule is as neceſſarie as the 
ormer: for when men are out of their pro- 
per callings in any ſocietie, it is as much as ifa 
ſoint were out of the place in the bodie. Now 
n choice of callings, two ſorts of men muſt 
pe conſidered : men of yeares,and children. 
en of yeares make choice of fit callings for 
| Fhem(clues , when they trie, iudge, and exa - 
wine themſelues, to what things they are apt 
nd fitte, and to what things they are not. 
And euery man muſt examine himſelfe of 
xo things: firſt, touching his affection: ſe» 
ondly touching his gifts. For his affection, 
he muſt ſearch what minde he hath to 
calling, and in what calling he deſireth moſt 
of all to glorifie God. For his gifts, he muſt 
examine, for and to what calling they are fit- 
teſt. Hauing thus tried both his affection and 
| gifts, finding alſo the calling to which they 
end with one conſent, he may ſay, that is his 
calling, becauſe he liketh it beſt, and is euery 
way the fitteſt for it. As for example, one 
brought vp in the Schooles of learning,defi- 
¶reth to knowe what ought to be his —_ 
| | wel, 


. 2. 


wel, he examines his affection or defire, at 
findes it moſt of all inclined to the miniſt 
ofthe Goſpel:heexamines his gifts alſo , ar 
findeth both knowledge and vtterance 
for the ſame, Nowſucha one may ſafely ſa 
thatthe miniſterie is the calling to which If to- 
is ſet apart. And the like may any other may aft 
in any other calling ſay for himſelfe. Yet be A 
cauſe many men are partial in iudging of fo 
their inclination and gifts, the beſt way fa ce 
them is to vſe the aduiſe and helpe of otheri g 
that are able to giue direction herein, and dilf c 
cerne better then themſelues. n 
Now touching children, it is the dutie o i 


arents to make choice of fit callings for thi} « 
zefore they apply them to any particula 
condition of life. And that they may the bet 


ter iudge aright for what callings their chi 
dren arc fitte , they muſt obſerue two thing 
in them:firſt, their inclination, ſecondly thei 
natural giftes. Touching inclination, eu 
child euen in his firſt yeares doeth affect 
ſome one particular calling, more then ane 
cher: as ſome are affected more with Muſicke 
then others, ſome with marchandiſe, ſome 
with a more liberal kind of learning: ſome 
with this, ſome with that. And by this m 
the parents ſomething iudge of their inclina - 
tion and towardneſſe. This was practiſed a- 
on 


HM, 


Smong the Athenians, who, before they pla- Nin in 
ced their children in any calling, did firſt p.2*i- 
bring them into a publike place, where in- 
ſtruments of all ſorts were laid: and they ob- 
laff ſerued with what kinde of inſtrument they 
1 tf tooke delight, and to the like arte did they 
nal aft. rward apply them with good ſucceſle. 
be And it wil not be amiſle for Chriſtians to be 
; of followers of the heathen in this, or any other 
fol commendable practiſe. Secondly the natural 
erg gifts which parents are to obſerve in their 
du children, are either in their bodies or in their 
mindes. And thoſe children which excel in 
of the gifts of the bodie, are to be brought vp in 
callings performed by the labour of .. 
die:as in Mechanicall artes. And ſuch as ex- 
cel in the gifts of minde, are to be applied to 
thoſe ſciences, that are performed by wit & 
learning. The * notes of a childe that is fit for aon 
learning are theſe: a loue of learning, a loue deep. 
of labour, a loue of praiſe , anda wit neither ned 
too quicke nor too dul. A fine wit ina child 1,2, 3,4 
is lle a pen · knife that wil not ſſiue a great | 
loafe,but onely ſernesto cut aquil.Againe,in | 
the gifts of the minde, marke a ſpecial diffe- 
rence. There be two kinds of vnderſtanding. | 
Actiue and Paſſiue. The actiue vnderſtan- | 
| 
| 


ding is that which not onely conceiueth of 
fing; inuented by others, but allo can in- 
n uent 


uent things of it ſelfe. The paſſiue vnderſt 

ding is that, which onely conceiueth of thingy 
ddeuiſed by others, and cannot inuent but ve: 
ry hardly of it ſelfe. And euery one both old 
and young haue one of theſe kinds of vnder 
ſtanding. Now all thoſe children that excel 
in this Actiue vnderſtanding, are to be ſet a- 
part for the greateſt callings in the church & 
commonwealth. Democritus the philoſopher 
choſe Protagoras to be his ſcholler, becauſe he 
ſhewed wit in the artificial binding of a bun- 
dle of ſticks. Athanaſius that famous biſhop, | .. 
was frſt put to learning, becauſe he was P 
found by the ſea fide doing the part of a Mi- 
niſter among the companie of little children 
like himſelfe, examining and baptizingthem 
according to the ſolemne order vſed inthe } 
congregation. Origen , that famous clarke 
when he was a child, vſed to queſtion with 
his father Leonidas about the ſenſe of the 
Scripture, and to demand of trades-men the 
cauſes of things and the vſe of their tooles 
and inſtruments. And thus we ſec in ſome 
fort how parents may judge to what calling 
every childis fit. 

And here all parents muſt we warned, that 
the neele of this dutic is a great and com- 
mon ſinne: for the care of the moſt is that 
their. children may liue , nothing regarding - 
whether. they liue wel and doe ſeruice to 


God in a fit calling or no. And the truth is, 


. fundrie callings , muſt make choiſe of the 


the next verſc ofthis chapter. Art thou ſaith i. Cot. 7. 
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arents cannot doe greater wrong to their 
children, and the focictie of men, then to ap- 
lie them to vnfit callings; as when a child is 
fit for learning, to applie him to a trade, or o- 
ther bodily feruice ; contrariwiſe, to applie 
him to learning when he is fitteſt for a trade: 
for this is as much as if a man ſhould applie 
his toes to feeling, and not his fingers; and go 
on his hands and not on bis feete , and to ſet 
the members of the bodie out of their pro- 
per places. And this is the ſecond dutie. 
The third dutie is this: he that is fitte for 


beſt. Thus much S. Paul teacheth plainely in 


he) called, beeing a ſeruant! care not for it, but if 
thou maieſt be free, chooſe it rather. Where he 
Fives this counſell , that a bond man hauing 
tbertie in his choice, muſt accept of it rather | 
then continue a bond man ſti]. Againe , Paul | 
biddes the Corinthians, to conet ſpiritual *#9:4%] 
giftes, but eſpecially that they may prophecie, 
where he giues this rule, that inthe choice of 
gifts, we mult labor forthe belt gifts; & if we 
are to ſceke after the beſt gifts, — r 
tionally muſt we ſeeke for the belt callings, 
Hereis a ſpecial rule forall yong ſtudents 
in the vniuerſities. Such as —— vp 
in the ſchooles of the prophets, delire to 
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knowe what particular calling is beſt for thif 
becauſe they haue hbertie to bee eitheſre 
ſchoole maſters or Phyſitions, or lawyerggr 
or miniſters of the word of God. S. Paul ac 
cording to this general rule ſheweth that 
choiſe muſt be made of the belt calling: a 
in the firſt place, if gifts wil ſerue, a cho 
mult be made of the calling of a prophet, orfonſ 
teacher; and that aboue all other Academi & 
cal callings , muſt haue the firſt place. Thus 
much of choiſe. um 
II Point. When choiſe is once made, fallu 
we mult then conſider how a good entrance all 
is to be made into the calling which we haue 
choſen. Touching entrance many point: 
to be ſcanned. The firſt is, in what fort andfeift 
manner an entrance mult be made. And theſtot 
right manner is this; Euery man mult ſo enter ſm 
that he may truly in conſcience ſay, god hathifeut 
placed me in this calling, be it neuer ſo baſe a 
calling. Thus Paul faith in this chapter, v. 7. I 
As God hath calledenery man fo let him walks: 
And Chriſt our ſauiour neuer tooke vpon 
him openly the office of a Mediatour, til he 
was baptized and therein called vnto it, by 
the voice of his father from heauen ſaying, 
this it my beloued ſore in whom I am well plea» 
ſed: but immedially after, he began to teach 
and preach, and to ſhew himſelfe the true 
n Meſſias, 
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MReſſias, in performing the duties of a king, 
ereiſt, and prophet. I here is no calling vp- 
ren earth ſince the fall of Adam but hath 
cSolles and calamities attending on it; but 
Hey are delaied by comfort ſufficient, when 
Sur conſcience can tell vs we were placed in 
ur callings by God himfelfe: and when our 
oH onſcience cãnot fay thus much, the comfort 


i-þ gone 
1s Now that euery man may certamly know 
jimfclfe to be called of God to this or that 
Falling, he muſt haue two things:Gifts for the 
effalling from God, and Allowance from 
[ For the firſt, whome God calleth, to 
ehem he giueth competent and conuenient 
dieifts,as knowledge, vnderſtanding, dexter 
o this or that, and ſuch like ; and thereby 
makes them able for the performance of the 
i {duties of their callings . Contrariwiſe they 
chat enter into any calling becing vtterly vn- 
-Jable to performe the duties thereof, were ne- 
-Juer * x of G — the ſecond, men are 
to be ſet apart to their particular callings b 
— — of men, home God hath 
left on earth as hisinſtruments for the orde- 
Jring and diſpoſing of vocations. For God 
hath his deputies to allot men their offices in 
euery ſocietie: as parẽts & maſters todiſpoſe 
of perſõt in priuate families: for Eecleſiaſt 
"callings, 


: 
i 
| 


Numb. 


callings the gonernours ofthe church: fur ci 

the Magiſtrate and men of authoritie in i v0! 

common wealth. And he that would truf hat 
* fay, God hath placed him in any particull cal 

calling,muſt alſo hauc the outward callingg co! 

men. And here it is to be remembred thi of 


triall of giftes and free election without p 
tiality, ſhould be in the deſignement ofa 
ſpecially of publike callings, Thus in the p 
witiue church,not ſo much as deacons wei {cr 
dmitted without iuſt and fufficient trial 
1. Tim. 3. And here ſundry abuſes are 1. 
be reprooued ; as farſt of all the buying a 
ſelling, the choppmeandcKaneRyal © al 
offices, for where the calling is ſer to ſale 
there little or no trial, little or no electie 
takes place. And he that buies his offi. 
muſt rather ſay his money called him, the 
God:vwherefore ſuch as lay vp money to br 
offices, had beſt take heede before hand: fe 
the ſaying is true, He that banes ti ſeat mul 


ſel iuſtice: & where iuſt ice is ſold, the poe 
is oppreſſed, and all e e ee 
is to be ſaid of the ſale of Eccleſiaſtical l 


uings, to which cure of ſoules is annexet 

yea of the diſpenſing and giuing them hand 
ouer head. Indeed to buy or ſel the liuingsc 
the Church, is not properly the ſinne of 
mon, who ſought to get the gifts of _ pl 
on 


- 


Ghoſt With money; yet is this buying a grie- 


vous thüng flat againſt the order, that God 
hath ſet downe touching entrance into any 
calling. The very heathen themſelues haut 


complained of this chopping and changing 
of places as of the ruines of ſtates, and com- 
mon wealthes, Alexander Seuerus the Em- 
perour ſaith , it ic neceſſarie that he which bin- 


eib, muſt ſell, I will not ſuffer b buyers and ſel. 


ters of offices: if l ſuffer them, it is becauſe I can res yoreſta 


rum, 


not condemne ſuch. For I am aſbamed to pum 
im that buies and ſells.. Seneca © faith, This, 
buying is the ſpoiling of Proninces.: and that he 
which buies muſt needes ſell, Iuſtinian d com- 
{ plaines that his Dominiaus are robbed and pil- 
led, becauſe men take gold for offices :. and he 
flraith forbids it, ——— © 
us much of Entrance in general. Now 
follow certaine queſtions thereof. If this be 
as I haue ſaid, that ſuch as enter into any cal- 
ling. ſpecially publike, muſt firſt be enabled 
with gifts from God, and alſo ſet apart by 
men after due trial and examination: here a 
queſtion is to be skanned, which the Papiſts 
i vic to propound; namely what calling the 
| firſt preachers of the Goſpel, and planters of 
our Church had? The anſwer to this queſti- 
on is needeful: for if they had no calling, nei- 
ther haue we that are their followers. And 1 
+. M0 4 4 
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callings, by vertue whereof they reſtored the 
Goſpel of Chriſt from the Romiſh church 
it ſelfe:for they were either prieſts, or ſchoole 
Doctors, as in England, F:ck/iffe; in Germa- 
nie, Luther; in Bohemia, lob» Huſfe, and Je- 
rome of Prage: at Baſil, Oeco #: in Is 
tahe, Peter Martyr, and others. And there - 
fore theſe with many others were ordained 
either in Popiſh churches or in Sehooles, 
and there by oath ſolemnly bound to doe 
their duties of their callings with'good con- 
ſcience: by confating of errour, and main- 
taining the auncient Apoſtolikefanh.Wher- 
f;ore if this their calling be of any moment, to 
ſtoppe their mouthes, we ſay, the firſt reſto- 
rers of the Goſpel mr out times had their firſt 
callings of them. If it be faid, that thefe men 


were all perjured for preaching againſt the 


Church of Rome, to whole allegeahce they 
were bound by oath : I anfiver , that by ver- 
tue of their oathes at their ordination they 
were bound onely tothe Catholike and A- 


poſtolike Church, and not to the preſent | 


Church of Rome: for the wordes the Ca- 
tholike and Apoſtolike Church of Rome 


which now runne in the tenour of the oath, 
were not ſo ſtrictly vſed in former times, but 


are more vrged now of late. Secondly I an- 
fer, 


anſwer two things: firſt that they had their 


| 


of (allings. J Ft 
ſwer, that many of them had callings in ſome 
ſort extraordinarie; I fay, in ſome ſort, diſtin- 
guiſhing the office of teaching, and the vſe of 
it. The office which they performed was or- 
dinarie, but the execution of this office in 
purging and reſtoring true religion, not in 
reſpect of that true order which God had 
ſet downe in his word, but in reſpect of the a- 
buſe of it in the Romiſh Church, was extra- 
ordinarie. Which I declare on this manner. 
God calleth men extraordinarily , when he 
bindes not himſelfe to ordinarie lawes of vo- 
tation ſet downe in his word. And this he 
doth three wales. Firſt, by his owne immedi- 
ate voice. And thus was Abraham called,and 
Moſes in the buſh : and ſo were all the Apo- 
ſtles of Chriſt called immediatly: and Paul 
likewiſe after Chriſts aſcenſion. Secondly, he 
calls extraordinarily by the miniſterie of cre- 


atures : as Eliſhah was called by Ehah : thus King g. 


was Aaron called by Moſes: and Philip cal. 
led to baptizethe Hunuch, by the meſſage of 
an Angel. Act. 8. Thiraly,by ſpecial inſtinct, 
and extraordinarie inſpiration of the ſpirit. 
Examples hereof we haue in the word of 


| God: in Philip, who by his firſt calling was a 


Deacon, went and preached the Goſpel in 


Samaria, and firſt began the Church of God 


there; not by calling from the Apoſtles, be- 
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diſperſed, there came men of Cyprus and 
AA. 11-39, 


Atveatiſe 

cauſe they. were ignorant of his preaching, 
Act. 8.14. and we may not thinke that he did 
enterprize this worke vpon his owne braine. 
And therefore by all hkclihood his callin 

was by a ſpecial inſtinct of the ſpirn of God: 
Againe, when the Church of Ieruſalem was 


Cyrene to Antioch , without any outward 


calling, and yet preached there, no doubt by] 


the inſtin& ofthe holy Ghoſt, as appeares in 
that the hand of God was with them. The 


like I ſay of Lather, and thereſt, namely that|,* 
they were ſtirred vp by ſpecial inſtinct ff 
c 


the ſpirit of God, whereby they were moo- 
ued to reſtore the Goſpel to his former pu- 


ritie, as they did. But ſome wil ſay, this do- 
ctrine laieth open a gappe to all heretickes| - 


and decciners, for they may likewiſe plead 
extraordinarie inſtincts, and by this meanes 


ſeduce and deceiue the people of God. I an-} * 


ſwer, there be certain ſpecial notes & marks, 
whercby we may diſcerne an extraordinarie 
calling from the illuſions of the deuil, where- 
by he ſuborneth heretickes to deceiue the 
world. Firſt, extraordinarie calling neuer 


hath place, but when ordinarie calling fais| ' 


leth. There be two fpecial times, wherein 
God calleth men extraordinarily : the firſt is 
in the founding and planting of the * 
an 


an 
ge 
tin 


4 


e 
FF 
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and hereupon were the Apoſtles and Euan- 
gelilts called extraordinarily. The ſecond 
time is, when the Church of God is defaced, 
and vniuerfal Apoſtaſie taketh place: for the 


there is no place for ordinarie calling, and 


| therefore to reſtore the Church againe to 


her former eſtate , he calleth men extraordi- 
narily : we may not Tooke for any reformati- 
on of a ſtew frem them that line therein, vn- 
leſle the occaſion be cxtraprdinarie: and the 
like is to be thought of the reformation of 
an heretical and Apoſtatical church, as with- 
out doubt is the Church of Rome.Secondly, 
we may diſcerne of men extraerdinatily cal- 
led by the doctrine which they deliver, which 
mult be the very doctrine of Prophets and 
Apoſtles : and he that pleadeth extraordina- 
rie calling, and yet bringeth any other do- 
Arine, is not called by God, but is deluded 
by the deuil. Thus hath Moſes taught vs to pra. 


| iudge of true and falſe prophets, not by their 


miracles , but by their doctrine. And when 

| Chriſt was demanded by the Scribes & Pha- ; x..«. 
riſes, by what authoritic he did thoſe things: 
he anſwered by demanding alike queſtion : 
whether Johns baptiſme, that is, his miniſterie 
and doctrine, were of God or no? and if his 
doctrine were of God, then alſo his calling, 
and conſequently the calling of Chriſt, be- 
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cauſe it was the office of John to teſtifie of | 


him. Thirdly,they may be diſcerned by their 


lives and converſations. Chriſt hath fore- |, 
told, that there ſhould come falſe prophets 


in ſhcepes cloathing, which are inwardly ra- 
uening wolues: how then ſhal we know 
them? the anſwer is, by their fruits, that is, 
not onely by their doQrine, but alſo by their 


lines, becauſe their office is to teach not one- 


ly by doctrine, but alſo by example. Now the 
men whome God called to the reſtoring of 
the Goſpel , to them he gaue with ſynceritic 
of judgement, integritic of heart and life; 
which the Lord in mercie joyned togither 
for the confirmation of the truth of their cal- 
ling. And he that teacheth wholeſome da- 
ctrine, and bringeth forth contrarie fruits, is 
in that rcgard a Plc prophet, though his do- 


Arne be neuer fo true. Fourihly, whome 


God calleth extraordinarily ;thetf doth he 
furniſh with gifts abdũe The ordiparic mea- 
ſure of men: as namely with knowledge, 
zeale, wifdome, conſtancie, courage, — 4 
ther gifts, that ſerue for the diſcharge of ex- 
traordinarie callings. And this we finde to be 
true in the firſt Miniſters of the Goſpel, but 
eſpecially in Luther, whome God notably 
armed with boldneſſe and courage, to with- 
{tang che whole church of Rome. In our age 


ſome 


come ſtartups baue Gid that they were Eli⸗ 
, Iohn Bapuſt, and Chriſt, but this laſt 


note they haue beene deſcried: for when 


their gifts were examined, they haue beene 
found to come farre ſhort of the gifts of ma- 
ordinarie men. 
Now if we lay all theſe notes togither it wil 
eaſily appeare, that the firſt preachers obthe 


- | 1 this laft age, may at the leaſt ſome of 


be ſaid truely to haue xeceived extra- 
ordinarie callings from God. For firſt , they 
preached in ſuch a ume, When no face of a 
true Church was to be ſeene, and a generall 
Apoltcie ouer ſpread the world. Secondly, 


they renewed the very doftrine ofthe Apo- 


ſtles and Prophets. Thirdly , they adorned 
their doQrine with godly hie and conuerſati- 
on. And laſtly, were all or moſt of them fur» 
niſhed in great meaſure with ſufficient giſtes 
of knowledge. wiſedome, zeale, and courage, 
to manage their callings and profeſſions. But 
the Papiſts ſay . there was nothing in them 
extraordinatie, becauſe they could not con- 
firme their doctrine by miracles : I anſwer, 
firſt, the doctrine which they taught, needed 
not thento be confirmed with miracles, ſee- 
ing it was at the firſt publiſhing thereof, ſuf- 
ficiently confirmed by miracles wrought by 
che prophets and Apoſtles. Secondly, I an- 

| D 4 ſwer, 


fwer;that extraordinary men doe not alwaies. | 

confirme their ealings by miracles, as Iohn {( 

Baptiſt, and ſundrie prophets in ihe old Te- roſe 
ſtament, who neuer wrought any miracles. ect 
Thirdly, the gift of working a miracle may Jisnc 
be giuen to him that is an enemie to God ſced 
and his churctzasthe gift of prophecie may, vnd 
that is greater: for Balaam and Caiphas, both |cor 
prophecied, and yet were profeſſed enemies [kin 
to Chriſt and his Church. And Moſes faith I ſub 
plainely, that falle prophets comming among [cor 
the people, would worke mitacles for this wil 
ende to ttie them. Therefore ie working of h 
a miracle ſerueth not alwaies to confirme an ö tho 


* 


exttaordinaric calling. 
Queſt. II. Secondly it may be demaun - red 
ded v if entrance be made into a law ful cal- | ou 
lung with an euil minde, and by euil meanes, | Ch 
what muſt then be done? I anſwer;he is not niſ 
to forſake his place, but to repent ofthat his | we 
badde entrance, and to doe the duties of his | be 
calling with diligence and good eonſcience; la 
—_— after this, for further approbation | it« 
from God; and alſo from men: which when /| ar 
he hath in any meaſure obtaineck, he may | p 
with good conſcience proceed in his calling: 
for the after · pprobation, and acceptance | th 
(chough it doth not iuſtifie the bad entrance) n 
yet doeth it make a ſupply thereof A Prince, o 
TJ Wo” aq 


js W.Conquerour, enters into a lad or king- 
dome and by warre and bloodſhedde feckes 
Toſabduc the people, and to make them ſub- 
Jiect vnto him: now by this bad entrance he 
is nodawful ling: for euery lav ful king is pla · 
ted by God, and by men that are appointed 
vrider God to ſet yp Princes oper them, ac- 
cording to the lawes and cuſtomes of ſeueral 
kingdomes. Yet if the people doe willingly 
ſabmitte themſelues to this vſurper, and bee 
content to yeild ſubieRion,and the king like- 
wiſe to rule them by good and wholeſome 
hwes, he is nowe become alawful Prince, 
though his entrance was but tyrannical. Vp- 
leon this ground, another queſtion is anſwee' 
red, touching the callings of the Miniſters of 
our Church, Some there be, that ſay our 
Church is no Church, our Miniſters#no mi- 
niſters, yea the preachers of the Goſpel the 
| worſt of all. The ground of their opinion is, 
| becauſe(asthey fay ) we haue no good and 
lawful entrance into our callings and mini- 
ſterie, according to the word of God. For 
anſwere to them, put the caſe that all the 
| N and Miniſters in the Church of 
ngland were vnlawfully called, yea wanted 
the very ſubſtance of true calling, (which no 
man can with good conſcience either ſpeałe 
or thinke)yet is it poſſible that there may be 
a uue 


hd 
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a true Church of God among vs, andlawful|dcd, 
E of the worde, becauſe they may|#ng, 
aue an after acceptation and approbatioiſmea 
both from God and from men: and an aſter · que 
acceptation makes ſupply of a bad entrance ii 
Nay further it is evident that our Miniſteri vor 
haue approbation both from God uud man,|h0v 
For firſt of all, God inableth them to teach|irue 
the true and wholeſome doctrine of the pro · ces 
phets and Apoſtles, which is one ſpecial note vp. 
do diſtinguiſh a falſe prophet from a true. Se · or 
condly , God inables them with grace to a · or 
dorne their doctrine and profeſſion with re- 2d 
formed lues. Thirdly , Gods hand is with N. 
them n that he bleſſeth their labours, for the | 19 
conuerſion of many ſoules vnto God in all fu 
parts of this land. And by this, God doth as n 
it were ſet to his hand & ſeale, for the appro- | in 
bation of our callings. The queſtion was a- Þ! 
mong the Corinthians, whether Paul was an | O 
Apoſtleor no? And Paul himſelfe anſwe · 
reth, that if he were not an Apoſile to others, yet 
was he to them, beeauſe he was the Miniſter 
of their conuerſon. Nowe if this be a good rea- 
ſon to prooue the extraordinary calling of 
an Apoſtle, then no doubt wil it ſerue much 
more to prooue the calling of an ordinarie 
Miniſter. | 
Lueſt, III. Thirdly it may bee 2 


led, whether a man being to enter into a cal- 
ung, may lawfully offer himſelfe and make 
mimeanes to enter into it or no? Anſw. This 
r/oueſtionS, Paul anſwereth when he ſaith, 
eie that deſireth the office of a Biſhop, deſireth a rim n 
wel worthy worke:here he giueth vs to vnderſtand 
n ho it is not vnlawſul to deſire an office, It is 
ch irue indeed, there be vnlawful defires of pla- 
o · ces & callings, namely when they are ſought 
te vpon a vaine or greedy mind, for pleaſure, 
& | or for lucres ſake;yet when they are deſired 
. or ſought for,vpon conſcience to diſcharge 
e | duty vnto god and men, there is no offence, 
& | Now it the deſire of an office be lawful, then 
e | to ſhew the ſame defire by honeſt and law- 
1 | ful meanes, is not vnlawful. Therefore men 
may vſe honeſt and lawful meanes to enter 
. | into callings meet for them, if ſo bee they 
bring ſufficient gifts for the diſcharge there- 
a | of, and withall ſuhmitte themſelves to exa- 
. | mination, and election according to lawful 
order. The Prophet Iſaias, as ſoone as God 
had touched his tongue with a coale frõ the 
altar, was ready to goe at the call of God, and 
when the Lord Gd , Whom ſhall I ſend? he 
H r , ſend me: and after this 
» | example of this holy prophet, may any man 
ſnhew himſelfe — — . 


- | when God hath furniſhed him with giics,if 


Eſay,6.6s 
7. 


ſobe he may be called. Here then is a leſſon 


for ſuch as are brought vp in the ſchooles of 


the prophets : their duty is, ſo ſoone as they |, 


are enabled to doe the office of miniſters, to 
ſhew themſelues willing and ready in godly 
manner to take vpõ them this kind of calling, 
And therefore without queſtion, it is a fault 
in many, that beeing enabled with gifts ſufh- 
cient, neuertheleſſe doe imploy themſelue: 
wholly in their priuate ſtudies: not hewing 
any willingneſſe to take vpon them to diſ- 
charge any miniſterial calling, for which they 
are ite For howſocuerto ſecke a calling in 
the Church of God for lucres ſake,is vnlaw- 
ful, yet to ſeeke a calling is not ſimply vnlaw- 
ful,if there be an honeft mind, good meanes, 
and the glorie of God be truely intended. 
Qucſi. IV. Fourthly, it may be deman- 
ded, whether a man may enter into two cal- 
lings at once or no?] anſwere by diſtinguiſh- 
ing: In ſome reſpects he may, and in ſome he 
may not. An entrance may be made into two 
callings in three caſes: firſt , when God hath 
combined two callings together by his one 
appointment. Thus Melehizedech, that he 
might be aliuely figure of Chriſt our Saui- 
our, was a king and a prieſt ,and did the of- 
fice both of a king and prieſt. And the high 
Prieſts that were the ſuccefſours of Aaron 


; by 
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by Gods appointment, were not only prieſts, 
but ciuil iudges alſo. Jehoiada the high prieſt 
was protectour of luda, in the nonage of Ie- 


ſlewe Athaliah that vſurping Queene. And 
there is no maruel of this, becauſe the Leunes 
were the common Lawyers, and the Scrip- 
tures were the pofitiue lawes of the Iewes: 
and therefore none were ſo fitte to be iudges 
as the Prieſts and Leuites. Even as in this 
land, the fitteſt judges in cauſes both ciuil and 
criminal, are Lawyers, that are expert in the 
lawes of the land. In this regard. it was not ſo 
great a burden among the Iewes to manage 
the office of a prieſt , and to execute ciuil 
judgement. Sccondly , two callngs may be 
combined , when the entring into them at 
once is not againſt the word, and for the c6- 
mon good. Thus Eli in the kingdomeof Iſ- 
rael was a prieſt by one calling, and by an- 
other calling a iudge. Thus Samuel was a 
Prophet — a judge. Thus Moſes a prophet 
and a ciuil gouernour, yea a Prince : for in 
thoſe times, both ſtates were ſo corrupt, that 
there could not be found ordinarie men, ſuf- 
ficient to diſcharge either calling ſeuerally. 
Thirdly,two callings may be endured, when 
beeing ioyned, they hinder not each other, 
northe common good , Thus a man may 


law- 


hoaaſh, and by vertue of his proteRonrſhip ,xmg.n. 
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lawfully be 4 maſter of a family, and a Ma 
chant,or of any other trade whatſoeuer. Ex- 
amples hereof we haue in the word of God. 
Abraham befides that he was a maſter of ate 
great family, and in his family alſo a prophetF 

and a prieſt in offering ſacrifice, was by ano« 
ther calling a mightic Prince, & a great war- 
riour. And the ſame may be ſaid of the Patri. 
arlces, they were gouernourt in their families, þ* 
and alſo Princes bearing the ciuil ſword, at 
may appeare in the examples of luda. Now 
there were two cauſes why they might beare | 
both theſe offices: firſt, becauſe the Church 
of God was then very ſmal, and compriſed 
in one familie? and ſecondly the doctrine of 
religion was compriſed in few heads, and de- 
liuered from man to man by tradition. And 
in this caſe S. Paul was by one calling an As 
2 at the ſame time by another cal- 


ng a tent-maker, becauſe of the pouertie of 


the Church of Corinth: as alſo becauſe he 
would hereby ſtoppe the mouthes of falſe 
Apoſtles, which would haue accuſed him 
for making aduantage of the Goſpel. And in 
like caſe of neceſſitie, I doubt not but the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel now, may take vnto 
the other callings: this alwaies remembring, 
that they be no hindranceto their principal 


calling,nor offence to men, <« 
Now 


2 


* 


(ines, . 1 


No I come to the ſecond part of my di. 
tion, to ſhew that men bh — 
to two diſtin callings at once: and that in 
hree caſes. Firſt, if God haue difioyned theſe 
et fallings by his word and commandement. 
econdly,if the practiſe of the one hinder the 
practiſe of the other. Thirdly, iſ the combi- 
ing . e 22 —_ the common 

good. n theſe grounds, our Sauiour K n 
p Chriſt boon the Dottor of the Church,re- — 
„ [fuſed te be Indge of inheritance betwixt 
e [the two brethren. And hereupon the Apo- 48.6. 

; cles, beeing to doe the duties of their owne 

4 callings,refuſed to perform the office of dea- 
f 
| 


cons. Hence I gather that in townes,corpo=- 
rations, and ſocieties, care (as much as may 
be)is to be had, that ſundry offices, and char- 
zes beeing of themſelues weightie, and of di- 
vers kindes, be not laid on the ſhoulders of 
one man: for the execution of them all bree- 
 {deth diſtraction, and diſtraction difableth 
[the moſt able man in the diſcharge of one 
office. He that commeth to the corne- heape, 
the more he openeth his hand to receiue, the 
leſſe he holdeth:ſo he that doth as it were in- 
large himſelfe to beare the molt offices, the 
| fewer ſhal he diſcharge. 

set. V. Furthermore it may here bee 
demanded whether it be lawfull to enter into 


. 


two trades at once or no? Anſw. It is not vi in 
lawful, if ſo be they hinder not eachothe dot 
nor the combining of them hinder the con mu 
mon good of men, and the party intend na mu 
filthy lucre, but the common benefite. Ne ſec 
vertheleſſe it is vnconuenient in a people?! 
common wealth, for. then one man ſhall”? 
bardly live by another: vet if one be not ſuffiſ he 
cient to maintaine the charge of a family ; Pet 
ſecond calling may be added vpon the fot * 
mer conditions. Lett rk, In 

Againe it may be demanded whether ont eth 
may haue two farmes at once or no? Anſw|* 
Some haue thought it not conueniẽt, but the the 
truth is, it may as well be demanded whether wa 
it be lawful to haue two coates at once or nos |"! 
for inacomms wealth all mult not be equal: fun 
but ſome aboue,ſome vnder others in regard fal 
of wealth. And therefore ſuch as have ſundry loo 
farmes,whether it be by inheritance, or by the 
honeſt purchaſe , may lawfully enioy them lof 
And thus much of good entrance. Pet 

The third maine point to be conſidered sies 
is, the good continuance in a calling: which kin 
continuance conſiſteth in the conſtant pra · but 
Qiſe of the duties and workes of the ſame fun 
calling: And herein two points mult be con- ph, 
ſidered. Firſt, what be the workes of our cal- 
lings which muſt be done, and of what _ anc 


* 
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{the ſecond , in what manner they muſt be 
done. For the fir ſt. the workes ot our callings 
mult be qualified by three notes. Fuſt, they 
mult be the proper workes ot our callings: 
I ſeconcly, they mult be profitable: and third- 
,neceſlaric. The fit is S. Pauls rule, Line 1. Tbeſſ.4 us 
in peace, ſaith he: but how ſhal that be done? | 
Ihe anſwereth, y doing his owre buſmes. And S. 
Peter giueth the ſame rule : requiring that no 
Iwan ſuffer as a buſi- bodie in other mens matters, ute ig, 
In both which places, the holy Ghoſt teach- 
ech vs that we muſt firſt of all ſearch what be 
che proper works of our owne callings , and 
a[then afterwards doe them. The husband- 
man muſt attend on husbandrie:andthe Mi- 
.|niſter on preaching, &c. By this one point 
;[{undrie faults are opened, that commonly 
fal out in the liues of men;as firſt, when men 
[looke at the things of others, not regarding 
; [their owne matters. We haue example of this 
Joh. 21.v.21, 2. Our Sauiour Chr:it ſaid to 
peter, Peter follow thou me: now Peter little 


| regarding his owne dutie, mult needes in a 
| 


g 
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kind of curioſine aske what John muſt doe: 
but our Sauiour Chriſt emes him a checke, 
and faith, f / will that he rarrie till! come, 
hat i it to thee? And this is the common 
Fault of the world: men that highly regard 
and ſlackly performe the duties of their own 
"3 "7 IE E I cal- 
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callings, are neueriheleſſe very ready to talk} 9 
of & inquire into the ſtate & liues of otheiind 
men: and it is meate and drinke vnto them. ſt 
Let a good report be giuen out of a man, it iiſilſe 
not regarded, but euil reports are taken vp 
at the firſt rebound: they runne like wildfire ſnat 
and all this ariſeth from vain curioſitie, whichlom 
is here condemned as the bane of all ſocte hot 
ties. Theſe buſi-· bodies are like to ſuch as realind 
books,with intent onely to ſpie out the fauluſſen 
thereof: and they are like to the ſpider, that. 7 
creepes ouer all the garden onely to gatheiſif o 
poiſon. But men that feare God muſt learntge 
to know their owne buſines, and to ſuffaſav 
their talke and meditation to be imploicthrie 
that way. 1 
Againe, here is condemned the curiofitieſhin« 
of thoſe, that enter vpon the duties of othaſhi 
mens callings. It is a dangerous ſinne, as lag 
haue ſhewed heretofore, by the example allir v 
Vzzah, who was flaine for touching tl 
Arke, though his intent was onely to keepthy li 
it from falling: for he had no ſuch callinglky i 
And of the men of Beth-ſhemeſh,of whom on 
there died fiftie thouſand, for looking intiſtor 
the ſaid Arke of God, when they had no callyel 
hog fo to doe. And of Corah, Dathan, andſeq; 


Abiram, who would needes challenge to 
them the calling and office of Moſes. ub 
Thirdly 


N * 
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| Thirdly, hereby is condemned the ſtudie 
and practiſe of figure · caſting, and Tudicial 
Aſtrologie: for thereby many, and that vpon 
Welle grounds, goe about to ſearch what ſhal 
Wefal other men either in life or death, things 
at God wil not haue knowne before the 
rome to paſſe. In a word, euery one that Joth 
*hot the duties of his one calling diligently, 
nd with good conſcience, is hereby con» 
Memned. | 
| The ſecond proprietie is, that the workey 
four callinzs be profitable, not onely to the 
Woers, but to the common wealth. This the 
of nature teacheth. By this ſecond pro- 
rietic ſundrie men are to be blamed, Firſt 
"Ihe trades-man,that getteth his liuing by ma- 
Ming forreine and fond faſhions of attire, 
Which ſerue for no vſe, but to be diſplaied 
$Magoes,and banners either offollie,or pride, 
or wantonnes : for all ſuch faſhions are con- 
nned by the word of God, yea by the ve- 
light of nature. And therefore ſuch as liue 
y felling and making of them, cannot be free 
om offence: nay their offence is the greater. 
kor if there were no inuentours of vaine no- 
Arelties, they ſhould not be ſo commonly v- 
das they are. Secondly, here the Alchymiſt 
to be reprooued, that ſpends his time, and 
Aubſtance in labouring to change baſer met- 
E 2 tals 
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tals into gold, a thing in truth vnpoſſible: ſaſor 
it is a kind of new creation, to turne one kinprin 
of creature into a creature of another kind 
as euery mettall is. And that which is ſaid e 
rather dreamed of the Philoſophers ſtone, 
but a conceit, and no where to be found, bu 
in Utopia: and there is no queſtion, but onp- 
day an account mult be made of the goc 
time vnprofitably ſpent in ſecking for it. 
The third condition of our actions is, tha 
they muſt be neceſſaric. We muſt conſide 
the nature and qualitic of the works of oupri 
callings. In euery calling there be two kin 
of * principal, without whic 
the calling cannot be maintained. And ſom 
leſſe principal, which giue not eſſence to thqwi 
calling. Now men mult eſpecially giue thi 
ſelues to practiſe the principal works of the 
callings : as for example, the action of a 
niſter in his calling is to read, and to preacht 
the word of God: now reading is a workgnor 
leſſe neceſſarie, and preaching the moſt prinſned 
cipal : and for this cauſe he muſt giue him au 
ſelfe eſpecially to the practiſe thereof. Ogder 
this manner we might goe through the calſthe 
lings of all men, and note many wants thereſſelt 
in. Magiſtrates in townes and corporatio 
carrie and draw the ſword for the maintganc 
nance of peace and ciuil order: it is wel dong ap 


ſoſor it is a worke of their calling; yet not the 
cinprincipal, and they doe commonly faile in 
indjhis, that they vſe not the ſword for this end, 
d ofo vrge men to the keeping of the comman- 
e, iements of the, firſt table, to a practiſe of 
bupure religion, and to the keeping of the Sab- 
onþath day. This is the maine duty of the Magi- 
ate, who beares the ſword ſpecially for the 
good of mens ſoules. A maſter of a familie 
thays to care not onely for the bodies, but alſo 
deffar the ſoules of his houſhold , for this is the 
puſprincipall dutic : and moſt houſholders are 
inffaultie herein: for commonly they betake 
jchchemſelues to the leſſer duties, and leaue the 
principal: they care for the bodies of their 
ues , children, ſeruants; neglecting the 
meanes of the ſaluation of their ſoules. Cleane 
Acontrarie to the rule in hand, which inioy- 
eth the practiſe of the principal duties in 
(the firſt place: therefore all careleſſe and ig- 
kgnorant maſters of families are here to be war- 
injned, to haue ſpecial care to prouide for the 
whuing of the ſoules of all them that live vn- 
der their gouernment. This alſo ſheweth vs 
che faults of many ſtudents, who ſetting thẽ- 
ſelues apart for the worke of the miniſterie, 

iſ doe firſt giue themſelues to ſtudie the fathers 
and auncient writers, whereas their firſt prin- 
eipal dutie is, to be ſoundly inſtructed in the 

| of word 


Laan of God, and to ground themſelues in 


the maine points of religion, that they may 


be able to know what is true, what is falſe, 
what is to be done, what is not to be done in 
all matters , whether they concerne faith, 
or manners . And when this good toun- 
dation is laid, then the foreſaid helpes may 
with good ſucceſſe be adioyned. 

Againe, neceſlarie workes I call thoſe, 
which vpon due conſideration, are not onely 
lawful in themſelues, and agreeable to out 
calling; but alſo expedient in the doer: for iſ 
they be inexpedient, though otherwiſe laws 
ful, they are not to be done. 

Before I proceed any further, here is a ne- 
ceſſarie Queſtiõ to be handled, Whether the 
workes and actions of a calling done by a 
man which entreth vnlawfully into that cal - 
ling be nullities or not, that is, to be reputed 
of vs as actions not done? I anſwer: that in 
things done, there be two kinds of faults: one 
in the worke, another in the worker. A fault 
in the worke,is whe the action it ſelfe is done 
amiſſe: and it may be done amiſle in ſub- 
ſtance, or in circumſtance; and if the fault be 
in the ſubſtance thereof, it is indeed a nullity, 
and mult be reputed as not dove . Secondly, 
the fault of the worker is, when an action of 
a lawful calling is done by one that is not 


cal- 
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called lawfully. Now then, when the fault of 
an action is not in the workeit ſelfe, but in 
the perſon that worketh it, it is not to be re- 
puted a nullitie, neither to be reuerſed as noe 
thing. As for example,one called lawfully to 
the miniſterie, baptizeth infants in the name 
of the Father, and of the virgin Marie: here is 
a fault in the action done, and that in the ve - 
ry ſubſtance of baptiſme, and therefore here 
is no baptiſme, but rather a prophanation of 
the ordinance of God. Nov, put the caſe fur - 
ther, that baptiſme is adminiſtred by a man 
that is called, though not lawfully; I ſay, if 


chere be no fault in the action, but onely in 
che man, that baptiſme is not to be reputed a 


nullitie. 

This doctrine is agreed vpon by the com- 
mon conſent of Diuines, as alſo by the lawes 
and orders of kingdomes , as may appeare 
plainely in particulars, Tiberius Cæſar a Ro 
mane Emperour, invaded the kingdome of 
the Iewes, and brought it into a Prouince: & 
thus was he made king of the Iewes, not by 
lawful meanes, but by intruſion. For all this, 
the actions done, and the commandements 
giuen by him, were the reputed commande - 
ments of a king, not reuerſed by any Iewe, 
but obeyed of all. For when he gaue com- 
mandement that all the world, yea the Iewes 

E 4 ſhould 
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ſhould be taxed, they yeilded themſelues to 


this commandement; yea righteous Iofeph| i 


and Marie went to their owne towne to be 
taxed . Caiphas was honoured as the high 
Prieſt among the Iewes, and though his en. 
trance was by corruption and briberie, yet 
— , the actions done by him 
in his office, were not eſteemed nullities, but 
actions done . And therefore our Sauiour 


Chriſt ſuffered himſelfe to be accuſed, ar- |'i 


raigned, and iudged of him: and alſo was cõ- 
tent to come into the temple, and worthippe 
God according to the manner of the Iewes, 
euen before Caiphas himſelfe . The Scribes 
and Phaxiſes that were the Doctours of the 
Iewes, had not many of them their calling 
by ſucceſſion from Aaron, and for judgment 
were alſo in part Heretical, holding ſome 
things againlt the foundation, namely iuſtifi- 
cation by workes , &c. and yet our Sauiour 
Chriſt , becauſe they ſate in Moſes chaire, 
biddes the Church of the Iewes , and his diſ- 
ciples heare them, ſo far forth as they taught 
the doctrine of Moſes . Whereby it is mani- 
feſt that if there be no fault in the worke, the 
defectiue calling of the worker, doeth not 
make a nullitie of the action done. For how - 
ſoeuer the worker ſinnes in his vnlawful en- 
ſranee, and in that regard, is not to * 
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ued,yet the actions in the calling to which he 
is entred, are the actions of that calling: for 
though he be called amiſſe, yet he ſtandes in 
the roome of one lawfully called. And we are 
to make difference betwixt him ihat is called 
though vnlau fully, and him that hath no cal- 
ling at all. For the actions done without cal- 
ling, are indeed nullities, whereas if there be 


any calling, though entrance be badly made, 


it doth not make the action void. And who» 


ſoeuer denieth this ground of tructh, ouer- 
turneth the regiment of kingdomes, church- 
es, ſtates, and ſocieties whatſoeuer. 

By this which hath beene ſaid a queſtion 
is reſolued concerning Baptiſme: Manic of 
our Ancetours heretofore haue beene bapti- 
zcd by Maſle-preiſtes, and neuer receiued 
any baptiſme, but in the church of Rome: 
now the demand is whether that baptiſme 
were ſufficient or no? and whether they muſt 
be rebaptized?I anſwerethus : the Romiſh 
preiſt is no miniſter of God and Chriſt , but 
of Antichriſt, in that he offereth Chriſt areal 
ſacrifice for the quick and the dead, wherein 
cheifly ſtandes his office: yet-hecauſe he 
hath bin , and is deſigned by men to baptize, 
& ſtandes in the roome of a lawful miniſter, 
his action is not voide : for though he be 
not a miniſter lawfully called to baptize,-yet 

is 
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is he not a meere priuate man, but he is be 

tweene both, that is, one called, though amiſſe 
through ignorance and ouer - ſight of men: 
and conſequently he is one that in the acte 
of baptizing ſtandes in roome of a right and 
lawful miniſter. 

Againeit pleafeth ſome carried more by 
affection then iudgment to diſpute on this 
manner. There is no right and lawful calling 
allotted for miniſters in the church of Eng- 
land: therfore ibere is no ſacraments among 
v, nor true preaching of the word of God: 
our Sacraments(fay they) are but ſacraments 
in ſhewe, & the elf of all preaching with 
vs is no better then the illuſion of the deuill: 
I anſwere , be it graunted there is no lawful 
calling of miniſters in the church of Englad, 
(which neuertheleſſe to ſay is both falſe and 
wicked) yet wil not this follow, that our Sa. 
cramentsareno ſacraments, and our preach- 
ing no preaching, for though men be vn- 
lawfully called, yet their actions be the acti- 
ons of miniſters, if they be called at all. The 
preaching of a miniſter ynlawfully called, 
may be true preaching, and ſacraments, true 
ſacraments, elſe Chriſt would not haue ſaid 
of the Scribes and Phariſes, Heare the:where- 
as they were of other tribes then Leui, and 
came in often by briberie and like corrupti- 
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on. A bad entrance maketh not the actions 


done, to be void & of none effect, if ſo be, the 
doer be called to {tid in the roome of a right 
and lawful agent. And as good entrance ma- 
keth not alwaies the actions good, becauſe 
where there is a good entrance into a lawful 
calling, there may be an after · apoſtaſie: ſo on 
the contrarie, the defect of good entrance 
maketh not a nullitie of miniſterial] actions. 


Now I come to the ſecond point, touch- 


ing continuance in a calling, namely in what 


manner the actions thereof are to be done. 
It is not ſufficient for a man to doe the pro- 
per workes of his calling, but he muſt doe 
themin a good and godly manner: and that 
a man may ſo doe them, two things are prin- 
cipally required, Holineſſe, and Conſtancie. 
To doe a worke in Holineſſe, the word of 
God teacheth, that there is required a double 
Sanctification. The firſt, of the worker; the 
ſecond, of the worke and action to be done. 
That the worker ſhould be ſanctified, it is 
neceſſarie for two cauſes : firſt, becauſe the 
perſon muſt firſt pleaſe God, before the 


worke ofthe perſon pleaſe him. For Tothe Tea. 
vncleane , all things are Uncleane;yea not one- 
ly them woͤrſẽ er mindes and conſci- 


enccrarẽ defiled: an reaſon 1s plaine, for 
lo great ix ie c on of dür x * 


tures, 
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m :nuxes, that we defile V hatſoeuer things we lay 


aur hands vnto. If men frepentant ſin- 
ners,althe ictiöns which they doe ,Though 
g00d works in them(elifes, are very finnes, & 
offences before; od, in that they proceede 
not from an vpright heart , neither are done 
in obedienceto Gods commandements, and 
to the glorie of God. Secondly, Sanctificati- 
on of our perſons is required: becauſe, vnleſſe 
we be borne anewe of water, and the ſpirit, 
we can looke for no ſucceſſe or bleſſing vp- 
on our labours: it is the righteous mans pri- 
uiledge, A hat ſoeuer he doeth it ſhall proſper;no 
man elſe muſt leoke for this fauour at Gods 
hand. Righteous Ioſeph proſpered in all that 
he did, for the Lord was with him, when he 
was made ruler ouer the houſe of Potiphar 
the Egyptian. And Iehoſaphat ſaith, Belcexe 
the Lord and hit prophets, & thou ſhalt proſper. 

While the Arke was in the houſe of Obed 
Edom, he proſpered and all his houſe. Howe 
much — ſhal he proſper, that hath 
not onely the ſigne of Gods preſence, but 
God himſelfe dwelling in his heart? If it be 
ſaid, that in experience we finde the vngodly 
man to proſper as well as the godly: I anſwer, 

the proſperitie of the wicked, is like to the 
Quailes which God did ſend to the Ifratlites 

in the wilderneſſe, which brought plague 

an 
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and deſtruction with chem , for they died 


while the meate was yet in their mouthes. 


The proſperitie of the wicked ſerues to their 
deeper condemnation. 

Hence we learne , that beeing de ſigned 
and ſet apart to any calling, we muſt firſt of 
all from our hearts turne vnto God, from all 
our ſinnes, and vſe meanes to become newe 
creatures; becauſe vnleſſe we repent, & turne 
to God, and with conſtant purpoſe cleaue 
vnto him, the beſt actions of our callings, 
though we had no other ſinnes, ſhal be ſuffi- 
cient to condemne vs:confidering no worke 
euer pleaſed God, til the perſon of the wor- 


ker be accepted in his fight. The blind diui- 
nitic of the Id is this, that fuch as walke 
IE Te Bearese 
bty m enoman hurt; haue 
allthings to goe wel with them, and God wil 
hatcmnercie vpon them. Theſe things indeed 
= and commendable , but not ſuffici- 
entzfor vnſẽſſe the perſon that doeth theſe 
thingry -& repent För his ſins, 
& die vm xe by the vertue of the death of 
Chriſt, & liue vnto God, all his peaceable & 
vpright dealing wil in the end proue no bet- 
ter then figge leaues before God. For euen 
the beſt workes that can be, are damnable 
ſinnes in the doer, vnleſſe he turne vnto G 4 
an 


ma be in Chriſt. In the ſame field, at the le 


ume, in the ſame buſines, tte 1s the worke 


of Te oxe, and the worke of zaman; now I 


demand which of theſe twaine is the better 
worke? I knowthe anſwer wil be, the worke 
of the man, but the truth is, vnleſſe he be re- 
newed by the grace of God, his Tabour is 


worle Men The labour of the beaſt : for the 
beaſt in his kind obeies God, ſo doth not the 
Vnrepentantlinner. And thus ATions lawful 
Tenet DIG glg wlul „not 
becauſe they are done, but becauſe they are 
done in euil manner: euen as the channel is 
faultie, not becauſe it carties the water, but 
becauſe it defiles the water. 

The ſecond thing required, is ſanctificati- 
on of the worke, or action. This point alſs 
muſt be learned and practiſed: for it is not 
ſufficient to doe a lawful action, but it muſt 
be done in holy manner: for lawful actions 
vnleſſe they be ſanctified, are ſinnes:as may 
appeare by one and the ſame action done by 
two pcrſor;s. The Publican and the Phariſie 

oe together to pray, they doe both one and 

the ſame action, and yet the one for his praier 

is approoued, the other, is not; becauſe the 

one, that is, the Phariſie,praied in the pride of 

his heart, and profaned the lawful action of 

praier: the Publican praied in the _—_— 
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of his heart for the pardon of his ſinnes, and 
his action was not onely lawful in it ſelfe, but 
Aſo holy in the doer. And this is the point 


[that mult be learned, and practiſed in all the 


actions of our callings: that they muſt not 
onely be lawful in themſelues, but alſo holy 
in regard of vs. 

This diſconereth the blindnes, and igno- 
rance of moſt men among vs: which thinke 
it is ſufficient for them if their actions which 
they doe be lawful. As for example; chap- 
men thinke oy may vſe their owne libertis 
in buying and ſelling , becauſe bargaining is 
Gods ordinance, and thinkeit needeleſſe to 
regard in what manner they buicand ſell, nay 
commonly they doe not ſo much as dreame 
of this, that they are in ſuch ordertoperform 
their actions, that in their doings they may 
approoue themſelues vnto God. 

In the ſanctiſicauon of the workes of our 
calling two things are required. The word, 
& prater: 1. Tim. . for that which Paul ſet- 
teth downe of the vſe of meates, and drinkes, 
mult be extended to all the ordinances of 
God whatfocuer. I wil ſpeake of both theſe 
in order. And firſt of all, the word of God 
muſt be our rule and ſquare , whereby wee 
are to frame and faſhion all our actions; and 
according to direction recemed thence, — 
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muſt doe the things we doe, or leaue them 
vndone. Dauid a king had no doubt a wiſe our 
and Godly counſell, and he himſelfe was aſihie 
man of great wiſdome, beeing a prophett oſſin | 
ru ua. God: and yet he faith, that the word and theſcon 
lawes of God are his counſellours. And that, or 
which the Lord commandeth the king, that cut 
Deu. g. fitting vpon his throne he ſhould haue the or 
booke of the law before him to doe all things but 
herein: the ſame mult euery ſubiect likewiſe |; 
in his particular place & ſtanding performe. ic 
Peter fiſned all night and caught nothing, in þye. 
the morning Chriſt came and bad him caſt for 
his net into the ſea, who preſently, though ſou 
diſcouraged with bad ſucceſſe before, faith, ori 
a Tord in ih word [will doe it. And thus much he; 
ſhould euery man daiely ſay in has place, that | 
he wil doe the workes of his calling at Gods 
commandement, and according to his word, | 
When the people of Iſrael came out of E- |, 
gypt, and went into Canaan, a type of the Shay 
kingdome of heaucn,in their whole iourney, n 

they were lead by a pillar of a cloud in the 
day, and by a pillar of fire in the night: when þj; 
the cloud ſtood ſtil, they ſtood ſtil, and they Hur 
were to follow it which way ſocuer it went, þ 
forward or backward. Now looke as the If la. 
raelites went to the earthly Canaan by fol- 
lowing the pillar of fire, and the cloud: 4 

mu 


our ſelues to be ruled by the word of God in 
the works of our calling, though we ſeeme 
tin reaſon to goe backward: what it doth 


e emed that muſt we doe; and what it 


a, forbiddeth , that we' muſt eſchewe. Many 

Althings might be rehearſed out of Gods —_ 
*|for our better direction in particular actions, 
gsbut I wil reduce them all to two heads. For 
ſe ſome ditections ſerue for the eſchewing of 


& ſyice Are 6 other for the Aae of vet 
n hve. o be eſchewed in e Go 
F mens callings; are e en NE Ie el two: Couc- 
h ouſnes, : 10 01555 Mice, — is a no- 
Prious vice, © Whiereby all men almoſt applie 
h [heir calling5; 2 ind the workes thereof, to the 
; ay, ot ww ker * this 1s one of 
e head and maſter ſinnes of the world, and 
from) it a ſea of euils flow both into Church 
nd common wealth. There be many that 
aue good affections, and receme the word 
th ioy : yet like the thornie ground they 
re choked with the cares of this world. Now 
en conſidering Couetouſnes is ſo vile a 
inne, let ſuch as be placed in any calling 
ike heede of it, and be careful leaſt it take 
lace in their hearts, and draw them to ma- 
other cuils. S. Paul laith, they that will be 


, thati is, ſuch as teferre the labour of their 
F 1 cal- 


* 


i muſt we as it were goe <blindfold, ind ſuffer 


1 Tim. 6% 


#71 


callings to the gathering of wealth, fall ini. 
many and grienous temptations , and ſo conſe 
quently into damnation: and therefore heh 
addeth,that Couetouſues is the rote of all exill, 
It may be obiectedꝭ that vnbeleefe is the firllh,,, 
articular ſinne that euer came into th 
world, and conſequently that couetouſnes nh 
not the roote of all euil: I anſwere, that vn Au 
belcefe is a mother ſinne, whence all other 9 
finnes ariſe, yet couctouſnes alfo is a root 
in another reſpect; becauſe as the roote gig... 
„ .) ucth appe añd Houriſhmerſt e Brat 
ches, ſo doth couẽtduſtſſt xd euery o . 
ſinne whatſoeuer: Where itrgnes, no ſimnaſę. 
dies or decaies. In the bodie, hen the ſplengh,...: 
fivells, all other parts decay and conſume : 


is 


uen ſo, when the heart ſwells with deſire off 4 
riches , all the graces of God confume and”. 
fade away. Iudas no doubt had many goody, 
things in him: beforfookealltobea difcipli; 
of Chriſt, he preached the Goſpel to thay, 
Iewes as the reſt of the diſciples; he wrough 
miracles and caſt out dewils; nay which We 


more, he was one of Chriſts owne familien. 
and as it were aſteward : he bare the baggily,” 
and diſpoſed of all things, and yet at laſt beg, 
cauſe he ſuffered this damnable finne of cov, 
uetouſnes to preuaile within his owne heat 
he condeſcended to fell his maſter for t uri 
piece 


SM. þ 0 Ain A; #3 
pieces of ſiluer. And thus all good things in 
e im came to uaught: tor pteſently vpon this DO 
ni he went: and deſperately hanged him- 
a. fe: and,with ſuch violence caſt himſelſe 
Mowne,thathis bowels guſbed out. And thus 
Will it fall out with all ſuch as nouriſh this 
inne, and. giue place vnto it, though they be 
neuer ſo furniſhed with knowledge, zeale, 
end commetidable life. If it be ſuffered to 
"Sreuaile, it weill bring them at laſt to fearefull 
ind lamentable endes. Ina common familie, 
is great diſorder to ſee the maſter play 
ſeruant, and the ſeruant to doe the office 
the malter: much more then it is a diſor- 
Mer in the Church of God, which is the fami- 
e of Chriſt, that men ſet heir minds on the 
Aporld, and make themſelues ſeruants of ri- 
Mikes; that ſhould rather ſetue them. Our Sa- 
our Chriſt faith , the Sabbath was made for 
Pin and not wan far the Sabbath, then much 
Mate riches were made for man, and not man 
4 richts. Againe, couetous and worldly 
* Neſires are againſt the order of nature: for 
le her we come into the world, we bring no- 
Deng with vs, and while we live here nature 
pntentect with little : and when we die, we 


aſt carrie nothing with vs but a coffin, or 
inding-· ſheete, why then ſhould we ſet 
= þ 2 much on earthly things? A- 


F 2 gaine, 


4 A treatiſe | 

*. gaine; che gate to heauen is ſtrait, and thecor 

way narrow, ſo as we'mult befaine to ſtrugy** 

gle and creepe before we can make any en 

trance, and denie all that we enioy. NoW An 

when in the worksof our calling we imen{#® 

onely to get wealth, we doe as it were ſqſdot 

barres ad SR tes, and load our ſelueſlais 

with burdẽs, which make vs vnable to paſſeſwe 

Therefore ſpecial care muſt be had that ouſmu 

time and calling be not fpent:m gatherin 

carthly treaſures. And every man in kis cal! 

ling may remedie this vice; andthe practiſſonc 

thereof, by doing theſe two duties. Firſt, h 

muſt reſtraine his affection from the worl 

Secondly, he muſt turne and diſpoſe it to be 

ter things. For the firſt, our affection is lik 

ſea, which beeing ſuffered to paſſe his ban 

ouerflowes the whole countrey: and the 

fore to keepe our deſires in compaſſe, eveayt 

man in his place and calling, muſt labour 

two things: firſt, for contentation; ſofa 

neh. yz. the holy Ghoſt, Let not your conuerſation b 

cone touſnes, but be content with that which 

on haue. This contentation is theefteemingy&] 
it: that particular eſtate wherein God hathplſf 

a ced vs, to be the beſt of all eſtates for vs ih 

can be. A notable example of this. vertue um 

haue in the Apoſtle Paul : who had lea 

in whatſocuer ſtate lie was, therewith ta 


w | 


heſcontent. And therefore he faith, Ican be alu. pay, . 
iel, and / can abonnd, enery where and in all wa. 
en bang, Ia inſirutied both to be full and ts be 
wabwnorie, to abound to haue want, This which 
-n{Paul practiſed is ſoone ſaid, but not ſo ſoone 
ſadone. Now that we for our parts may after 
uelhis example be content in euery eſtate of life; 
e are to performe theſe duties. Firſt, we 
du muſt labour to ſee a particular prouidence of 
in God, and to haue experience hereof in all 
things that come to paſſe. In health, wealth, 
tifand libertie, all men acknowledge a proui- 
a ce; but in the contrarie eſtates of ſicknes, 
{bondage ; and pouertie, &c. the blind world 
alſeeth no prouidence, nor goodnes of God. 
lt ſhuts vp all the goodnes of God in health 
nd wealth. But ſuch as profeſſe the know- 
dee of the true God , muſt better acquaint 


en chemſelues with this prouidence and good- 
ies of — — it as well in | 
1 $ asin health. in want as in wealth, . 
rſecution as in libertie and peace. And 
when we can in ſome good meaſure doe this, 
experience of diuine prouidence will breede 
nd bring forth contentation. An example of 
his we haue in Iob, who in the midſt of his 
niſcrie ſaid, The Lord gineth,and the Lord ta- 
b away, now bleſſed be the name of the Lord: 
H let vs in cheſe words marke his contentation, 
( F 3 and 


ial 16, 


— 


iT 7 
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- and the cauſe thereof; namely his perſwaſyſhan 
on, that God himſelfe did lay that affition{hin 
vpon him: in which perſwaſion beeipg ſetiſtant 
led he giues thanłes to God: Secondhy ui 

muſt labour to be teſolued euen in conſcidert j 
ence with Dauid, that God is our portion, thaſtbis 
is, that God the father is our father, Chriſiſchat 
Ieſus our Redeemer, and the holy Ghoſt owt 
ſanctifier and comforter: herein we muſt} An 


ſcttle our conſciences: and then may we ſayſot1 
as Dauid ſaide, I haue a goodly heritage: anuſſari 
we {hal find our minds more ſetled, & cõten fal 
ted with any eſtate good or bad that befalhjot 
vs by the will and appointment of God. Allffev 
men are wel pleaſed with health , libertie it. 
wealth; and if we could be able in truth tu dir 
ſay, the Lord i my portion, ue ſhould be ut F 
wel pleaſed with ſicknes, bondage, and po & 
uertie. And thus are we to inure eur ſelues th 
contentat ion... | 
Now for the better reſtrayning of our aſiſ m 
fections from the world, two things muſt ba be 
done: firſt of all, we muſt in this life reſolui fe 
our ſelues to ſeeke for no more, but thingiſ te 
that be neceſſarie & ſufficient for vs & our 
For to ſeeke for aboundance is not lawiull u 
neither doeth it ſtand with good conſcienceiſ it 
which 1 prooue on this manner. We may 
ſceke for ihat which we may pray * we : 
aus | 


" + 


e no warrant to pray for aboundancezfor *® 
hings neceſſarie and ſufficient, we hauewars  < 
ant io pray 3 as Agar doeth, Giue me neither a 
e nor riches, feede me with food conueni · . 
r for me. And Chriſt taught vs to pray on 
ttbis manner, Giue vsthis day our daily bread: 
chat is, bread for our ſubſtances, or ſuch 
uſbread as is ſufficient to preſerue our lives. 4 
And S. Paul plamely condemnes the defire «rims. 
ot riches, that it, of things more then neceſ - 
nal larie: affirming that ſuch as deſire to be rich, 
tal into the ſnares of the deuil. Some haue g. 
llobſcrued 12. wonders in the Manoa of the 4. 
ſewes. 1. The children of Iſrael were fed with - 
eit. 40. yeares. 2. To the godly ittaſted accor- NN 4 
ding to euery one his define. 3. To the vn- 
It 7 it was loathſome. 4. A Gomar of E 
x ſufficed all Nomacks.. 5. Whether men 
to * more or leſſe, they had ful mea- 
2 , neither more nor leſse, that is, a Go- 
G1 mar ful. 6. Two Gomars ful before the Sab- 
be both,on other daies but one Gomar ful. 7. It 
| feleuery daie, but onthe Sabboth. 8. It mel- 
ted in the ſunne,and was hardened in the fire. 
&| 9:Tt was kept many yeares in the Arke vnpu- 
| tified. ro.Beeing preſerued til the morrow 
it putriſied, except onthe ſabboth. 1 1.Hethat 
ed leaſt had his Gomar ful. i 2. He that 
red moſt had but his Gomar. Nowe by 
N F 4 che 


4 
e| * 
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that Manna laid vp til the next day putrified, 
and that euery Iewe had his competent mea. 
ſure, were his labour more or leſſe, we are 
taught that the ſeeking, and deſire of aboun - 
dance, pleaſeth not God. The Lord comma - 
deth the king by expreſſe law, that he ſhould 
not multiply his horſes, nor his ſiluer and 
. gold:it is not here the intent of God to harre 
Kings from ſecking for things ſufficient to 
maintaine their kingdomes; but to moderate 
their affections, that they ſeeke not for that a- 
boundance, which may ſerue to maintain not 
one, but two or three kingdoms. If God ſend 
aboundance of things more then neceſſarie 
to Princes, they may receiue thẽ at the hand 
ol Gad, and they are to be thankeful there- 
fore: but kings themſelues may not ſeeke for 
more, then which is ſufficient for their e- 
ſtates. 
| Nowifthis be the dutie of the Prince, the 
much more it is the dutie of the people: and 
ſubiectʒ in kingdomes ſhould content them- 
ſelues, if they haue az much as wil prouide 
them food and raiment, and thus wuch law- 
fully may they ſeeke for. As for example, a 
maſter of a family, may with good conſciẽce 
ſecke. for that meaſure of wealth, as ſhalin 
Fhiiftian wiſedomg be thought meete ta 


main 


.es er 


in| waintaine him and his family with conueni- 
d, ent food and raiment: hauing obtained thus 


much, a pauſe muſt be made, and he may not 

roceede further to inlarge his eſtate by ſee» 
Ling for that aboundance that may wel ſerue 
his owne houſe, and a ſecond , or many fami- 


hes more. It may be here demanded howe we [4 


ate to iudge what is ſufficient for any man?I 


| anſwer,we muſt eſtimate ſufficiencie, not by 


the affection of couetous men, for then no- 
thing ſhal euer be ſufficient : but we are to 

roceede by the ſame rule in this matter, as in 
ike caſe of apparel. Becauſe the word of god 
hath given no particular rule, howe euery 
man or woman ſhould be attired : therefore 
our rule muſt be the example and iudgemẽt 
of the godly, and graue men and women, of 
our eſtate and order. So likewiſe for a ſuffici- 
encie in things ofthis life, our rule muſt be 
the common judgement and practiſe of the 
moſt godly, frugal, & wiſe men, with whome 
we liue: and that which they in good conſci- 
ence iudge ſufficient and neceſſarie for eue - 
ry man, according to his place and calling, 
that is to be eſteemed ſufficient . And here 
we mult remember, not to make one rulo 
for all men : that things ſufficient for one 
ſhould be ſufficient for all : but every man 
mult be meaſured according to his conditi- 


3 
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An 


nanſwer, we muſt diſtinguiſh the bleſſings and 


on and degree. For as one man is aboue ano · 
ther in degree, more or leſſe, fo to one it 
more required for ſufficiencie, then to ano« 
ther. But the couetous man may except, 
and ſay, euery gift of God may be ſought| 

for: But aboundance is the bleſsing & gift of for 
God; and therefore it may be ſought for. I 


gifts of God;ſome of them are ſimply bleſ- 
fings,and ſome only in reſpect. Thoſe which 
are ſimply bleſſings, are ſuch gifts and gracet 
of God, as are not onely bleſſings in — 
ſelues, but alſo in euery man ach them: 
and ſuch are the gifts of faith, o tance, 
of the feate of God, of the loue of God and | « 
man. The ſecond kind of bleſſings ; which 
be in reſpect, are ſuch as are — in them - 
ſelues, but not good to euery perſon that 
hath them: ſuch are rickes and 1 
of worldly things. Thus then I anſwer, Euery 
bleſſing of G od may be ſoughtfor, if ſo bel 
knowe it is a bleſſing to me: therefore I may 
lawfully ſeeke for faith, and repentance ; and 
all ſuch gifts of God, as are ſimply bleſſings. 
But we may not ſeeke for ſuch things, as are 
onely bleſſings in ſome reſpect, vnleſſe we 
can ay they are bleſſings to vs. Aſword or 4 
knife are good things in themſelues, & haue 
their vſe:but they are not good ĩn the hand of 
child, or of a mad man; becauſe they may 
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| meajlipg of the Plalmilt is, that riches ſhall 


thereby hurt chemſelues. And ſo are nchen | 
ood in themſelues, but not for every man:& 7 
— no further to be ſought, then we * % 


knowethey are good and profitable for vas: = 
SEE La l d d when men keck 

bor ound ere er Ne T Fad woul e 

not giũe it them, vnlelle it were a blelling: 


becauſe whatſoeuer it of God 1s gogꝗ. Lan- 
ſwer, frſt of all, that God in giuing aboun- 


dance to the couetous man, is void of all 
blamezfor the queſtionis , of the mans ſee» 
king and receiuing, not of gods giuing. A- 
gaine, when God graunts aboundance to 
ſome that ſeeke it, he giues a bleſſing, but like 
to the quailes which he gaue to the Iſraelites, 
that brought a plague with thetn + for God 
oftintimesgiueth temporal bleſſings in his 
th. Tlurdly, it may be alleadged, that God 

th made a promiſe to euery righteous ma, | 
that he ſhal receiue aboundance; riches and patis Þ 
treaſures (hal be in his houſe(ſaith Dauid) & 
therefore he may lawfully ſeeke for riches. I 
anſwere two walesz firſt, that by richesin the 
worde of god is often vnderſtood, things ne- 
teſſarie, and not aboundance. Secondly, if ri- 
ches be taken for aboundance, Ianſwer, that 
promiſes concerning temporall bleſsings 
mult be vriderſtood with exception of the 
eroſſe and thaſtiſement : and therefore the 


en 
of God to exerciſe and trie him, by want and 
pouertie. And that this place muſt thus be 
wderſtood , it appeares plainely, Heb. 1 1, 
where ſome are commanded; becadſe ĩhey 
induredpotierrebytantf, wandrinztoo and 
fro in ſheep"5kinnes arid gð at sllnſſes: Am 
Lazarus whei he died, WaFTecelbedinto A. 
brahams boſome, thoughinhis life time, he 
had not ſo much as crummes from the rich 
mans table to feed his bodie. Nowe then, i 
the promiſe were abſolute, euery man might 
ſeelce for aboundance, and euery beleeuer 
mould haue it: but ſeeing it is conditional, & 
we are vncertaine, whether it wil pleaſe god 
to trie vs by want or no; therefore we may 
not ſeeke foraboundance, Fourthly, it may 
be alleadged, that euery man muſt * 
to Church and common wealth, and there- 
fore he muſt ſecke for plentie, that he may 
haue wherewith to doe this good. I anſwer: 
we muſt doe good indeed, but yet within the 
compaſſe of our eſtates and callings, and ac» 
cording to our abilitie; for God accepteth e- 
very man according to that he bath, and not 
according to that he hath not. 
'5 .Laſtly,itis alleadged, that there be exam- 
ples of righteous men;as Abraham, Iacob. & 
Salomon, that aboundcd with riches. Lan- 


tothe righteous,vnleſſe it be the ui 


e good, 


— — 


reer 


* — * 
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fwer: they got nos their riches by ſeeking as 
— they were made ach es Try 
ſending,not by their owne ſeeking . And ſo 
may any man accept aboundance, when itis 
the pleaſure of God to beſtowe it on them, 
while they walke in their callings. And it can- 
not be ſhewed, that either Abraham, Iacob, 
or Salomon, wanting riches, ſought for them: 
but commonly the couetous man laies plots 
ho to get thus much for himſelfe, and thus 
much for his children, ſo many hundreds, & 
ſo many thouſands: whereas Iacob asked of 
God, but food and raiment. Therfore what- 
ſoeuer is faid to the contrarie, the truth is, that 
no man can with good conſcience ſeeke for 
things more then neceſſarie. And this one 
thing muſt be as axcord vnto vs, to reſtraine 
our affections fromthe world: that God hath 
giuena cotmmandement, that we mult ſeeke 
onely for things, that may be in Chriſtian 
wiſedome eſteemed neceſſarieG. 

Noi let vs proceed to ſearch how we 
turne our affections from the world to better 
things. The way is this. As the cholerielce 
perſons that defie toreſtraine their haſtines, 
maſt turne it againſt-them-ſelues for their 
owne ſinnes: Euen fothe worldling thatde- 
fires io turne his gripple minde from earthly 
hing, muſt ſet his nimde on the Regions 
— 0 


WB” ofheaten. And for the doing of (hie, wwe 


indeuaur to haue the ries of our mindes in- 


 lightnetby Gods ſpirit, that we may ſee how 


happy the eſtate is that God hath prepared 


in his one kingdome for them that loue 


him. Thus Paul praied for the Epheſians 
that the eies of their vnderſtanding might be eu- 
bightened, that they might know what the hope 
was of their calling, and what the riches of hit 
glorious inberitance is in the Saintes, Thebeaſt 
that goes iÞ a bare commeni, if once it ſett eie 
on a better paſture, will without further: de- 
laie ouer hædge and ditch and all till it come 
into tlie ſaid paſture - Now that which-is in 
Cature,ſhould much more be in them that 
are partakers of the gtace of Chtiſt· There · 
fore although like moulet we haue our heads 
all wales rooting vnder the catth: yet if wee 
doe by grace but caſt dur eies to the ioyes of 
heauen, we cannot but turne our hartes from 
che loue of ihis preſent world. A notable ex- 
ample ol this we haue in Moſes, who wien 
he mighs haue beene heire to Pharaoes 
daughter, refuſed honor, eſtceming the rebuke 
of Cori 


Eompt :'becanſe he had reſpettothe recompence 

reward. Thus God in merey opened his 
ofthe 
kings 


cies, & made him ſee the happy 


greater riches then the treaſures of 


| king 
things ate eſpecially required : firſt, we muſt | 


go 
(| 
y 
| 
p 


a 
. 
p 
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K* ngdome of heaven, and thereby cauſec ? A % 


um to leaue and forſake the honour and the 
wealth of Egypt. | 
Secodly,we muſt indeuour to haue in our 
heartes, a ſenſe and feeling of the want of 
Chriſt: and to ſec our damnable eſtate in ou 


ſelues, and how greatly we ſtand in neede o 


the bloud of Chriſt to waſh 2 our ſinneg. 
Behold a notable meanes to make any man 
(though he were couetouſnes it ſelfe) tq 
turne his heart from the pelfe of this world, 


and to ſeeke wholly after ſpiritual and hea- 
' | uenly things. For the conſideracion of our 


owne miſery in our ſelues, and a linely ſenfe 
of the neede we hane of Chriſt, will make vs 
hunger after himand his righteouſnes, aboue 
all thingsin the world. We finde by expert- 
ence,that many are inducd with good gifts of 
knowledge, of ioy inthe word of God, of 


zeale,&c. who neuertheleſſe in their callings , 
be ouercome with this foule ſinne of Coue- 


touſnes : and the reaſon is, becauſe they wens 
neuer throughly touched with any ſenſe or 
feeling ot their neede they had of Chriſt : 
their hearts are dead in ſinne and eorruption, 
and they neuer knew the vileneſſe of theix 
owne natures , and in what extreame miſerie 


they are out of Chriſt. And if they might be 


by 


brought to a feeling of their vnworthines 
and 


af 


. ſceke the kingdome of God and his righteonſyes, 
We muſt in our ſelues be as the wounded }© 


and made to hunger after him, they wouk; 
then beginne to fay with Saint Paul, / «. 
Reeme all things as dung inregardof hriſt. And 


with Dauid , As the hart braieth after the ri. 


ars of waters, ſo thirſteth my ſoule after thee, 
O Lord. This is the counſell of Chriſt, firf 


man that lay in the way, that Chriſt Ieſus the 


true Samaritane may come by vs to ſupple |? 


our woundes, and to powre his owne preti- 
ous blood into our ſoules. For as Marie ſaid, 
God fills the hungrie with good things, bat the 


rich he ſends emptie away. And thus ſhall we |: 
be able by Gods grace to turne our affecti | 


ons ſet on the world, to heauenly things. 
Thus alſo we fee how to walke in our cal- 


| 


ling 


prin 


vniu 
calli 
ſcluc 
croa 
thei! 


lings with good conſcience, and to auoid the 
finne of Couetouſnes. 


„Nou come to the ſecond finne of Iniu- 
179 


K 


ice, whereby men abuſe their callings to 


likely or priuately. Example of this we haue 
in Zaccheus the Publican, who inriched 


himſelfe by forged cauillation . Now this 


ſinne ſpreades it ſelfe as largely through all 


degrees & ſtates of men, as the former ſinne þ 


of couetouſnes: as wil appeare if we doe buy 


lings. 


the hurt and hindrance of others, either pub- 


take a view of ſuch as be the principal cal- .. 


4 


| 
| 


lings. And firſt to begin with Emperours 3 


princes, by whome is practiſed the greateſt 
vniuſtice that ci be, as they are in the greateſt 


| callings:for many of them content not them- 


{clues with their owne dominions, but en- 
croach cither by fraud or by violence on 
their neighbour-kingdomes,and for the in- 


creaſing of their eſtates; ſpare not to ſhedde 


rivers of blood. As at this day; the Turke in 
Aſia, & the Spaniatd alſo,who ſecketh by all 
meanes to make himſclfe the Emperour of 
the Weſt partes of the world. Like iniuſtice 
appeares in the calling of ſuch Magiſtrates 
as vſe to take bribes, to reſpect mens perſons 
in executing of juſtice and judgment. In- 
mſtice alſo creepes into the chaire of Moſes, 
when the word of God the foode of mens 
ſoules is withheld, as alſo when it is corrup- 
ted, partly by the poifon of mens errours, 
partly by the deviſes of mans braine. Iniu- 
ſtice in the calling of the Lawyer, is to take 
rger fees, then ſtatute and conſcience. will 
allow: and to make delay of ſuites, yea to de- 
ay them not from morning till night, as Ie- 
thro ſaide to Moſes, but from tearme to 
arme, yea from yeare to yeare, for the in- 


[creaſing of their gaine. In the calling of the 


phy ſitian, it is iniuſtice, to miniſter phyſicke 
> the bodies of men, that is learned out of 
dooks without any experience, as alſo to mi- 
G x niſter 


niſter phyſicke vᷣpon the hare inſpection off 
the vrine, which by the beſt learned is iudged 
to be inſufficient, and often deceitful : yea to 
reſcribe drunkennes and fornication for 
wle qure of ſome diſeaſes: and to miniſter 
phyſicke to parties abſent, vpon the erecting 
of the figure at the time of the interrogation, 
In the calling of the Merchant and trades-| *" 
man,there isfalfe weights,and falſe meaſures 
diuers weights and diuers meaſutes; ingroſ 
ſing, mingling, changing, letting a gloſſe or 
wares by powdering, flarehing, blowing 
darke ſhoppes, glozing , ſmoothing „lying 
ſwearing, and all manner of badde dealing 
In the patrone, there is preſentation giuen 
but withſecret condition of hauing his own 
tythes, or ſome other fleece ont of the liuing 
In the lad · lord, there isracking of rets,taking 
immoderate fines, inc loſing of groundes that 
haue laien common time out of minde: and 
the caufe is want of Sobriety & temperance 
in diet and apparell. In the Husband · man & bu 


corne· monger, there is exceeding iniuſtice,in * 
hording vp graine till the time of further ad 1 a 
i 


uantage : and in taking whatſoeuer they cat 
get for their owne, though it beto the ſhed A 
ding of the blood of the poore. In the calling} S 


of the Printer, which ſhould ſerue for th N 
ſpecial good of the Church and 2 ler 
W j % . 


\& wealth , there is exceeding iniuſtice done tio 
both, by the publiſhing of hbels,& hereticall 
books, whereby errours are ſpread abroad, as 

alſo by publiſhing vnchaſt, immodeſt , and 
vnprofitable writings. And in the calling of 
the booke- ſeller there is like inuſtice, in that 
Il they ſel! all bookes good and badde, of truth 
and falſhood , and that hand ouer head with- 
out any regard, to euery one that commeth. 
J For at this day, in England, a Papiſt may fur- 
niſh himſelfe almoſt with all kind of bookes 
of his o e hereſie, and that in the ſhoppes 
of Proteſtants. A thing to be thought ypon, 
and that which greatly hinders the good of 
this our Church; Thus ouer all eſtates and 
callings the canker of Injuſtice hath ſpread it 
|| ſelfe , ſo as we may take vp the complaint of 
the prophet Micab, /t is hard to finde a rigb. 11h, g: 
teous man: enery man laies a net for his bro. 
ther, and feeketh his hurt, his Cooa, and witer © 
vndoing. This is ſo plaine,that he which hath 
but halfe an eye may fee it. Yet the vniuſt 0 
man wanteth not excuſes, but ſanh, The 
4] world is naught, and therefore they that will 
live in the world muſt doe as other men doe. 


1 . Anſ. This indeede is the blind reaſon of vn- 

| godly men: but Saint Paul giveth another 

I. rule, & bids vs wake vablimenbly in this pre. Fial a 

ſen world, as lights in the miadeſt of a crooked 
G 2 an 


wo 
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At * e rt generation , And though the |. 
| whole world fhould giue themſelues to the % 
5 tei of inuſtice, yet he that is the child of ſho 
' God, muſt carric himſelfe ip his calling in . 
ſuch manner, that he may be a light to them Pp 
with whome he liueth. Others more blind fre 
and ſhameleſſe, for the maintaining of their " 
Iniuſtice, alleadge the example and practiſe h.. 
of our Sauiour Chriſt , in ſending for ano- 
ther mans Aſſe and the colt, when he went to 
Teruſalem. But who doth not ſee the notori- 
ous abuſe of this place of Scripture? For om in: 
Sauiour Chriſt did this as lord, not onely of - 
the beaſt, but alſo of the owner, And there- 4 
fore when he fent his Diſciples, at the ſameſ ao 
time he inclined the heart of the ewner,to be "W 
wiling to let them goe : ſhewing thereby| | 
himſelfe to be the Lord, that hath the hearts| 
of all men in his hand, and conſequently the fe 
gouernour of all things cls. Other allegati-| 
ons for the defence of Iniuſtice are of no mo- dog 
ment. Now then, we mult enter into exami- 
nation of all the workes of our callings, and by 
finding what ftands not with equitie and iu · I or 
ſtice, we are to forfake it. And the better to * 
perſwade vs hereunto, theſe reaſons may be a 
vſed. Firſt of all, it is Gods commandement, Yo 
that euety man ſhould deale iuftly in the. 


works of his calling: as Paul ſaith to Ti 4 
The 


my oy” 
F 
8 


| J. . I 

© |-T he grace of God that bringeth ſaluation wato Tag 
© | all men hath appeared, and teacheth vs that wa; © 
f ſhonld denie wngodlines and worldly luſts , and  . 
1 | hat we ſhould luue ſober ly,righteoaſly, and godly 
ni this preſent world. Againe, Let no man de- | 
0 fraud or oppreſſe hes brother in any thing. Now *Thl 4.6, | 
a then, if we haue beene faultie in this kinde 

herctofore, let vs now begin to make conſci - 
ſence of this commandement. Secondly, we 
"| muſt confider with our (clues, that ſo long. at 
"| we praftiſe injuſtice in our particular cal- 
1 liag, all our werſhip and ſeruice of God in 
n praier and thanksgiuing, in hearing the word 


and receiuing the $acraments,is anabomina- 


> 


don vnto the Lord. Hereupon he ſaith to 
©| the Iewes, I Alborre your Sabbaths and newe lai i. a 
moones: and the reaſon is, becauſe their hands 
were full of blood. Againe, the Lord pro- 
e feſſeth that the ſacrifices offered vnto him by 
8 the Iewes Were AS if a man ſoould Cut off a IA. 66.3, 
£ dogges necke, and offer it him im a ſacrifice, 
p becauſe they liued in their wickednes. Third- 
ty, they that practiſe injuſtice haue the curſe 
of God to follow them. Paul faith, that the | 
wriſt man ſhall neuer enter inthe khingdome f. Cr. 
y God. And Mofes faith, that they which ve 
aſſe weiphts art an abomination to the Lord. Deut 28.6. # 
0 . how many practiſes of Iniuſtice | 
be vſed in any mans calling, fo many barres _ . 
G 3 and * 
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. N and ſtoppes there be to keepe him fromthe | 


kingdome of God: Laſthy, let vs marke what 
S. Paul ſaith of himſelfe, that, In all things he 
had a care to pleaſe od in confideration of the 
terrour of the Lord: and that is, as if he had 
ſaid; I ko in the laſt day I muſt come to 
the barre of Gods judgement , there be tried 
all the things Idoe, and therefore doe Ien- 
deauour to keepe a good conſcience in all 
the workes of mylealling. And in the very 
fame manner, ſhould euery one of vs ſtirre 
vp our ſelues to the practiſe of iuſtice, and to 
the auoiding of all bad dealing in our cal- 
bngs: for at the laſt day, the bad practiſes of 
euery man ſhal be made maniteſt, and we 


ſhal be indged according to that we haue 


wrought when we hued in the fleſh. Thus 
much for the two vices to be auoided in eue · 
ry mans calling. 

The vertues which the word of God re- 
quireth of vs in the pradile of our calling 
are many, but two eſpecially: Faith, & Lowe, 
By faith, I meane not onely ſaving faith, but 
another particular faith ariſing of it, whereby 
we mult be perſwaded , that our particular 


callings and the works thereof, are pleaſing 


vnto God: and that he will giue a bleſſing 
vnto them for Chriſts ſake. And whatſoeuer 


iz got of this faith , is ſinne. When * 1 


r 
— 


K 
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faid to build an Arke by faith, we maſt me K 


pnely vnderſtand iuſtiſying faith, but withall 
another particular faith flowing from it; 
whereby he was perſwaded,that the building 
of the Arke was a worke acceptable vnto 
God, and that he ſhould finde a bleſſing 
therein. And without this particular faith,no 
man can pleaſe God in any calling. Now 
there is à relation betweene faith, and the 
word: where faith is,there muſt be a word of 
God; and where the word is not, there can 
be no faith. And therefore that the actions of 
out callings may be done in faith, we muſt 
haue à word whereon to build our faith. 
And this word is twofold : A word of com- 


mandement, and a word of promiſe. The 


Commandement, is that word of God, 
whereby the actions of euery mans calling, 
are either expreſſely commanded , or atleaſt 
approoued. The promiſe, is a particular 
word, either directly propounded, or by iuſt 
conſequent to be gathereꝗ out of the Scrip- 
tures: whereby God hath promiſed to bleſſe 
the labours and workes of our callings. And 
for knowledge of both theſe, muſt eucry one 
labour in his place . The Magiſtrate muſt 
haue a commandement from God in his 
word, that muſt authorize him to draw the 
{word : anda ptomiſe of bleſſing and prote- 

G 4 fon 


haue for his calling, and the man of trade for 
his. And he that hathnot both a commande- 


ment and promiſe, cannot poſſibly doe the 
works of his calling in faith. 


| Nawe if any ſhal thinke this ſtrange and 
hard, let them conſider what is done in 


townes and corporations. Men of the fame |: 
trades, haue their Wardens and Maſters of 


their companies, yea decrees and ordinances, 
to which they binde and conforme them- 
ſelues. Now if men be content to bind them- 
fclues to their owne ordinances ,' ſhall they 
not much more yeeld themſelues to he com- 
mandements of God, and walke in their cal- 
lings according to them? Againe, hen men 
thus live by faith, hauing regard to Gods 
commandements, it cauſeth them to do their 
actions in obedience. And when they ſhal b 

the ſame faith reſt vpon the promiſe of God, 
it wil make them caſt their workes on the 
Lord, and free them from carking, and di- 
ſtruſtful cares, which pull the heart in pecces. 
And by this meanes alſo, they ſhall cafe 
their windes, whey they lie vnder the croſſes, 
that are incident vnto euery calling ſince the 
fall of Adam: for in this promiſe fall we be⸗ 


hold the bleſsing and goodneſſe of God — 
the 


Qion when vpon good cauſe he drawes the 
ſword indeede. The like muſt the Mitiſter 


7 > 


he middeft of our troubles. As the woode 
that Moſes caſt into tlie bitter waters, made 
[them ſweete: ſo the promiſe of God, viewed 
by the eie of faith, ſweeteneth the troubles & 
croſſes of our callings. 
The ſecond vertue is loue. Faith which is 

alone in iuſtification, goeth not alone in life 
| [and conuerſation, but loue and faith are both 
ſioyned togither, for faith worketh by loue. 
And yet they are not one & the ſame vertue, 
I but differ in their actions: as the man that 
ſſeruetha Maſon vponthe ladder, hath vſe of 
both his handes, with one he ſtaieth himſelfe, 
[with the other he reacheth vp his burden: ſo 
\ [hath every man in his calling, the vſe of two 
ſpiruuall handes, the hand of faith, and the 
hand of loue:the hand of faith, keepeth him 
in compaſle , and ſtaieth the minde vpon the 
word of God: And the hand of loue reach - 
eth out it ſelfe to others, in duties of lone to- 
wards God and man: and thus faith and loue 
differ. No the practiſe of loue ſtands in two 
things: Firſt we muſt referre all the works of 
our-callings,to the honour, praiſe, and gle 
of God:and here is the principal thing wher- 
inlout conſiſteth. And therefore Paul faith . Cor g. 
notably of himſelfe , The lone of Chrift con- 
ſiraineth mne, ſignifying thereby, that whereas 
Chriſt had ſo loued him, as to ſhed bis * 

, or 


” 


for him, that very loue did conſtraine him to * 
referre all that he could doe, to the honour, 
and praiſe of Chriſt. Nowe looke what Paul | cc 
here faith , the ſame muſt euety particular | 
man in his calling ſay of himſelfe: that the |. 
loue of Chriſt in ſhedding his blood for him, | + 
conſtraineth him to do all things for the ho- 
nour and praiſe of his name. T he ſecond du- | _* 
tie of loue is, to apply the works, and 20 


and labours ot our callings, to the good o 
the Church, and common- Wealth, and th 
place whereof we are members. Thus Paul 
faith to the Galathians, Doe ſeruice one to ano. 
ther by laue:and this is done when we imploy 
our labour,for the good of our brethren : & 
thus breifly we ſee , howe loue is put in pra- 
tile. 
If we ſhall examine our ſclues by theſe 
ewo points, it wil appeare , that moſt men 
come ſhort of their duties: for whereas it is 
the propertie of vnfained loue, nat to feeke 
his owne things, but the good of others: the | 5 
common prattiſe of men is to imploy their 
paines for themſe lues, according tothe com» | 5 
mon faying, Euery man for himſelfe and god 
for vs all. Nowe are the euil daies, wherein 
men are louers of themſelues. The moouing 
cauſe almoſt in euery man that cauſeth him 


to doe the duties of his calling, is the pe 


if . — 


® þfprivate benefit. It is hard to ſind a man that 
1 bours in his calling vpon loue, to the glory 
of God, and the good of his brethren. Thus 
ye ſee howe the word of God giues directi- 
c lon forthe holy vſe of our callings. 
*| The ſecond meanes to ſanctiſie our cal- 
lings, and the workes thereof, is Praier. This 
prater is that, whereby we doe not only pray 
*ynto God for the pardon of our ſinnes, and 
for the ſupply of ſuch graces as concernelife 
eternal, but particular, ſor a bleſsing vpon the 
labours of our callings; whoſe * 
muſt be with praier, and in due ſeaſon ende 
/ | with thanksgiuing. The commandement to 


ward or deed,doe all in the name of the Lord le- 
ſuu, giuing thanks to God. The meaning is, that 
when we enterpriſe any buſineſſe, either in 
ſpeech or action, we mult firſt call en God 
for his bleſſing, and giue himthankes inthe 


houſe,they labour in vaine that build it : and ex- 
cept the Lord hep the city. the watchman keepes 
the watch in vaine. If Paul, before he tooke 
ſhipping aer on the ſhore, then much 
more mult we doe it, in the maine & weighs 
tie workes of our callings. Parents in their 
tamilies, teach their children to ſay, Father / 


pray you bleſſe me , Mother I pray you bleſſe 


this purpoſe is plaine: Fhatſoener ye doe in col. iy. 


ende. Dauid ſaith, Except the Lord bmild the rul us. 
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urch is his family, and men I 


that liue therein are the children of God:he . 


is the father and the maſter of that family: 


therefore letthis practiſe of earthly parents 
teach vs, when we beginne the actions of our 


callings, to goe to our heauenly father for his 
bleſsing. This we mult remeber to practiſe, 


and ſo ſhall we ſanctifie the workes of our 
callings. 

The ſecond thing required, in doing the 
workes of a mans calling,ina good manner, 
and which ſerues alſo fora good continuice 
in the calling, is Conſtancie. And it is no- 


ching elſe, but a perſeuerance in good duties; 


which is the more needfull, becauſe it is no 


commendation for vs, to make choice of a 


oodand fit calling, and to enter into it, vn- 
Jeſſe we go through-ſtitch in the duties ther- 
of. For euen as the ſouldier in the field, muſt 
not change his place, herein he is placed by 
the generall, but muſt abide by it, to the ven - 
turing of his life : ſo muſt tHe Chriſtian con» 
tinue & abide in his calling, without change 
or alteration. There is a certaine lightneſſe in 
the nature of man, whereby it commeth to 
— many like better of other mens cal- 

ings,then of their owne : and hereupon are 
mooued vpon euery light occaſion to alter 


their callings. But in the text in hand, the ho- 


ly. 
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y Ghoſt meeteth with this lightneſſe, by cs. © 


nding euery man to continue conſtant in 
doing the duties of his particular calling: Let 
enery man abide in that vocation wherein he was 


called, And we mult be carefull to auoide 


{three lets of Conſtancie: Ambition, Enuie, 
Impatience. Ambition is a vice, whereby any 


man, thinking better of himſelfe, then there 
is cauſe he ſhould , becomes male- content 
with his particular calling, and feeketh for 
himſelfe an higher place, and a better eſtate. 
An example of this Ambition we haue in our 
firſt parents; who by Satans allurement be- 


| came male · content with that eſtate wherein 


they were created, and ſought to attaine to 
the condition of God himſelfe. And this ſinn 
of theirs, cleaues faſt to the nature of euery 
man, and by it we are eafily carried to a diſ- 
like of our conditiõ. Thus Abſalom through 
Ambition, was mooued to ſeelce his fathers 
kingdom, iudging baſely of his preſent eſtate: 
for out of naturall ſelfe · loue ſprings Ambi- 
tion. And for the better redreſsing ofthis vice 
in our ſelues, euery man mult enter into con- 
ſideration of his owne eſtate: we muſt be- 
thinke our ſelues, that in reſpect of our bo- 
dies, we are but duſt and aſhes, and to duſt 
we muſt returne againe:that in reſpect of the 
diſpoſition of our hearts, altogether ſet vpon 

© 


inne, we are farre more wretched then anyhy,, 
other creature;and alſo, that of our ſelues, io 
haue not any ſufficiencie for the doing of the}, s 
leaſt and ſmalleſt duties of the baſeſt calling ſu 
in the world:for of our ſelues we are not ſut4 th 
ficient to thinke one good thought, much. 
leſſe to performea good duty acceptable to , 
Godin any callivg whatſoever, And there x, 
fore we mult conſider with our ſelues, that 
in our particular callings, we are but as weak ; 
inſtruments in the hand of the Lord, whois| 
theprincipall worker and agent. Theſe and 
bike meditations might mooue vs to conten · , 
_ in the calling in which God hath pla- A 
ced vs. 
The ſecond impediment to conſtancy is 7 
Enuie, which is a pining away of the heart c 
when men ſee others placed in better calling . 
and condicions then themſclues . This is af f 
common ſinne, and it is the cauſe of much 
diſſention in the common wealth. It is one of 
Machiauel his pollicies, to hould it neceſſary 
in a common wealth, that men of ſundry de- 
* grees, and callings ſhould enuy and maligne 
each other, But contrariwiſe it is a manifeſt 
” hindrance to conſtancy in good duties, and 
hurtfulboth to church, and common wealth. 
And for the better redreſſing of this fault w 
are to conſider that the greateſt callings that] 


be, 


Car 
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ar | e, are not ordained for the maint 


pride, and for the private benefite of men, 


but for the common good. Secondly, that 


fuchas are placed in greateſt callings, haue 
Tthe greateſt charges, and therefore are to 
f ycild vnto God the greateſt aceompt. 


The third impediment of conſtancy is 
Impatience, which is a diſquietnes of mind, 


ariſing from the continual troubles that are 
incident to all callingy, ſpecially when men 
are not able to beare them, nor to brooke 


the iniuties, that are commonly done vnto 
them in word or deede. This very ſinne ma- 
keth manie a man to leaue his place. Such as 
— to ſea, for their delight make choiſe of 


faite and calme daies : afterward being ſea- 


fick, yea toſſed with wind and weather, and 
in ſome danger of their lives, they wiſh them- 
ſelues on land againe, being greiued they 
euer came on ſhipboard : profeſſing if they 
come to land againe neuer to come on ſea 
any more: Euen ſo it fares with many men 
both in church and common wealth : They 
take a liking of this or that calling: they en. 
ter into it, hoping for pleaſure, wealth, and 
approbation of men: now afterwargfinding 


hemſelues diſappointed of their agpeRatis, 


ard to walke in callings with many troubles 


and diſcomfortes , hereupon they become 
impa- 
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© Impatient, and either doe indeed or greathfy, 
with to leaue their callings. Now to remedi in h 
this vice, we muſt reſolue to goe on, to doſ ort 
the duties of our callings, to goe throughi jou 
ſlitch in all croſſes or calamities, that ma Who 
befall vs any way: arming our ſelues witn all, 
meete and neceſſarie patience. Thus Chriſtſ va, 
commanded his Diſciples 7 poſſeſſe their boi 
ſeules with patience. And Paul chargeth the go 
Philippians, zo let their patient and equall| des 
mindes be knowne to all men. The ſurgeon that this 
i to cut his patient , goes on to lanch and to hin 
wor lce his cure, though his patient crie neuet ſof 
ſo much: fo muſt we in our particular cal · I ſelu 
lings goe on with courage and conſtancie, to [cor 
doe the duties thereof, for the glorie of God, Th 
and the good of men, though there he neuer cos 
ſo many lets and impediments to hinder vs: | * 
and as Paul faith, to paſſe through good re- cor 
port and badde report, through ſhame and hit 
rebuke. 
And that we may thus conſtantly procced | 
in all good duties with all patience , we muſt 
often remember that the duties of any lawful þ; 
calling, be it neuer ſo baſe, are accepted and 
approoued of God . Our Sauiour Chriſt 
himfelfe complaineth on this manner, / haue 
labonred in vaine , I haue ſpent my ſtrength in 
vaine:Hlere we ſee the little ſucceſle ot the c 
ca 


head and perfet Doctor of the Church had 

In his calling; but let vs ſee, howdoth he cõ- 
fort himſelfe ? ſurely thus in the wordes fol- 
h Jowing, But my whe! is with my God: that is, 
Yhowſocuer men ſubmit not themſelues to 
my doctrine, yet my father approoueth it. It 
as a thing that troubled S. Paul, that his la- 
bour in the miniſterie did not turne to the 
good of all, but was to ſome the ſauour of 
death to death: yet he comforts himſelfe with 
al this, that al waies to God it was a fweet ſmel- 
o ſ ng ſauour; and by the ſame conſideration 
Tiof Gods approbation , we ſhould arme our 
- [felues with patience, that we may with good 
© econſcience goe on in good duties to the end. 
„Thus much of the three impediments. of 
r conſtancie. 

To proceede yet further: Conſtancic here 
ſeommanded muſt be vnderſtood with three 
| things : with helpes, vacations , changes. Tou- 
ching helpes, the ordinance of God is for the 
peter cominuance of callings,that cuſtomes, 
nd tribute be paid to Magiſtrates; neceſſa- 
ie ſtipends, tythes, and dues to Miniſters of 
, 

| 

| 


| 
17 


he word: and Moſes Deuter. 1 5. 7. ſaith 

hat all ſuch as doe the offices of their callings 

lligently, and for all this grow to decay, 

- panting the bleſſing of God vpon their la- 

| ours, mult be * by lending freely, by 
, I 


for . 


© - !forgining of debts, and other Be curtefes 
_  -Lethatd-hearted menthinke'vpon this, thatimy 
will not in ſuch caſes lend freely, butpraie ouſbe 
ſuch perſons til they haue ſucked their bone. ic 
Theleare the bane and plague of a common ſbat 
wealth: theſe are they that make beggers and im 
vagabonds. For. where there is ne free len he 
ding, there many a man goes to wracke. Vſta. 
cation is to ſurceaſe from doing the duties offvac 
a particular calling for ſome time ot ſpace iſtep 
and it hath his warrant from the word offfa 
God, which alloweth vacations in three re: u 
ſpects. Firſt for religion ſake , which is the 
incipall vacation of all, and itis commatizþ 
ded'in the fourth commandement, Remem der 
ber the Sabbath day, that is, the day of reſt, orſeat 
of vacation, to keepe it holy. And here eueryſuo 
man is bound in conſcience before God,to| * 
furceaſe from the duties of his calling on the ſere 
ſeauẽ th day, which is now in the new Teſta · I is 
mẽt the Lords day, & ſo is to continue tothe 
laſt iudgement. And this vacarios is neceſſa · y 
rie euen in common reaſon: for without ithn - 
there can be no good proceeding in religion. 
It is the meanes to beginne, continue, and in- In 
ereaſe both knowledge and grace. He that he 
hath the moſt excellent gifts of nature, ſnall pe 
neuer be able to attaine to learning, vnleſſe bet 
he ſet himaſclfe apart, and giue himſelfe to 2 d 
ic:| 


Aber —— bicuedey S 
ſtcries ofthe kingdome afheaucnicannat - 
2 unleſſe men at owe ti 
ie all worldly aflaires, ſpecially on 
li daias. Therefore itis for — of fas 

= nilies,townez; countries — — 
Lords day be kept, and e 

ande vs in hand to talee the ben of tis 
ffſvacation,ando vic it for the increaſe of faith, 
et|tepentance, and obedience, if we deſire the 

„ luation of our owne ſoules. God who is ihe 
— a =. u haue inioy+ 

ened vs a perpetuall om one day to 

„n | perry — but ten» 

Pdering our good and fGluation, he enioyned 

or a ta labour ſixe daica, commanding a vaca - 

ry uon on the ſeauenth. 

tc The fecond vacation is in reſpect of re · 

helercatian, which alfo hath his warrant when 

a · E is lawfully vſcd. God commandeth euery 

he nan to labour in his calling, and to cate has 

ume bread ia the ſweat ot lis browes: and 
tha cammanding labour, he alloweth the 

n. neanes that make vs fitte to labour. And 

. 7 erefore withall he admitteth lawful recre- 

Non, becaulc it is a neceſſarie meanes to re · 
Ie ſheithes bodic or minde, that we may the 
le petter doe the duties which pertaine vnto vs. 

. recreation I haue ſpokenelſyhere: there» 

21 H fore 


— Greit (hall ſaffice now briefly to propoun 


a'caucat or twame. Touching recreationjwhe 
theſe caueats muſt be remembred. Firſt of allþge, 
it muſt be moderate, otherwiſe it is a meaneimer 
to call, and draw vs from our calhngs. Se- per 
condly, it muſt be in things tawfoll.Thirdlylſes f 
it muſt be on the daics of labour: for labouttain 
is then onely.commanided, and therefore re- uife 
creation which is a ſurceaſing from laboucall 
for a time, & ſerueth onely to make vs morejat, f 
able to continue in labour, muſt be on theſt 
fixe dates and not on the Sabbath: at whichard 
time becaufe we muſt abftaine from ordina / pc 

nie labours of our callings, we are much mor 
to abſtame from our accuſtomed recreat the 
ons: for where that which is more neceflarigein 
and principall is forbidden, there the leſſe ne4 
ceſſarie is forbidden alſo: but labour is thetha 
more neceffarĩe and principall, and recreati4Fir 
on ferues for labour. This beeing fo, it isajyei 
notable abuſe of many to make the Lordiſdec 
day, a ſet day of ſport and paſtime, whichſtro 
ſhould be a day ſet a part for the worſhip offlen 
God, and the mcreaſe. in the duties of rex 

gion. And this is ſpecially the fault of houſgo' 
holders, which having imploied their ſeruãtiſſe 
to labour ſixe whole daies togither, give thema 
the ſeauenth day, which is the Lords, for re · che 


creation. m 
3 A third] 


A A third vacation is in time of neceſſitie,. 
onfwhen men are diſabled by reaſon of ſicknes, 
boe,impriſoniment, or any other juſt i 

16){ment. Andthe ordinance of God is, that ſuch. 
zerſons as haue the trembling hand (as Mo- 


) 
Iylles ſpeaketh, Lenit. 25.36.) ſhould be main- 


ined with ſuch things as be neceſlaric to 
qute and health, by the labour of other mens 
lings. This-thing mult not be maruailed 
ret, for the goods we haue are not our owne, 
heſbut the Lords: we are but keepers and ſtews 
cards of them. And it is Gods will that the 
poore ſhould haue title to a part of euery 
mans goods: and for this cauſe it is a ſname if 
hey haue not releefe without rouing, beg- 
ing, or crying. | = 

And heretwo queſtions are to be skanned 
tare much ſpoken of, and often mooued. 
Firſt, whereas it is a generall dutic to viſit our 
$abpeighbours in time of ficknes , it is deman- 
G&lded ;, Whether is it lawfull at all to ſurceaſe 
chikrom this dutic in tim of plague or peſti- 
lence ? I anſwere; there may be and is a laws - 
ul vacation from this dutie, and that with 
good conſcience for ſome time, and vpon 
ſome occaſion. For firſt of all, it is lawful to 
maintaine our owne liues, ſo it be without 
he hurt ov hindrance. of the liues of other 
men: now to flie in time of contagious pe- 
dj. H 3 ſtilence, 


= flilence,is to preſerve the life of ſome with- 
out ihe hurt of any. Secondlyin other com: 
mon dangers , as in time of famine, fire, and |b 
ſword, men for their ſafetie may ſlie frõ their 
by like praporti · li 
facknes, 


the lea | 
from the ſocietie of men: h 
was as much, as if all the | tir 


neighbours, and therefore 
on, we may ſlie in time ofc 
Thiadly, n the Church of the 
was put A 
ad thet en 
Iewes had withdrawne lhemſelues from hn 
ſocietie. und therefore no it is not funply 


us 


 Aruſting of £ as though he would not 
— and debentl vs. Ienſwer, that diſtru · 
ſting of God is not a fault in the action uf 
flying, but in the perſons that flie. Men that 
labour for mente and deinlee, dde many times 
diſtruſt the goodnes of God, yet the fault in 
not in the labour it ſelſe, but an the parties 
thatindure the labour. Setondly, it is allead - 
ged, that toflie is to forfalkeethoſetowhome 
we are vnited in bond of neighbourhoopd, 
which is mlawful: I an er, when the par- 
by the Magiftrate ;, both for their boui 

ſonles , than-to lie n mot to forſale, and an 


ſueh. caſes. p tios vſited are motito t ieſine x 


E 


veſlawyful to lie in time of contagious peſti- 
tence. It is alleadged,;that to iflie is a flat di- 


th- chat Dauid nome td away when the oo" , | 
m« ple were ſmitten with the frogs. An. I here 


r [was ſent by God vpon a ſuddaine. Secondly, 


ze ſpeciall reaſons theres hat plague 


his very ſinne wasthe cauſe ohthe ſaid 7 
vpon the people. Thirdly , Dauid ha NO 
cauſe to flie, becauſe hethen was aſſured that 
himſelfe ſhouſd eſcape. Thus then the viſt» 
ting of neighbours and friends, though it be 
a needeſull dutic , ſometimes admits vacati- 
ons,anwhich we may with good conſcience 
oc aſide and ſeekethe fafctic-of our one 
ſelues, and thoſe that belong vntovs :if ſo be 
neceſlarie helpe be otherwiſe prouided for 
the ſicke. | | 

The ſecond queſtionis, whether tbe mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel may flie in time. of per- 
ſecution?1 anſwer, they may, if they be fre- 
ed from the bond of their callings , whereby 


Ned to Midian; and Paul out of Damaſcus: 


Jewes. 'Secondly, I adde, that Miniſters not 
freed from their callngs,may by the conſent 
of their people, for time goe aſide, for their 
owne ſafetie, and the further good of men, til 
the brunt of perſecution be ouer : ſpecially, i 


they in v be aimed at. When De- 


metrnes had raiſed a tymult in Epheſus about 
* H 4 Dia- 


they are tyed to their charges. Thus Moſes a. 


and our Sauiour Chriſt from among the lch. 


| Nilence ,is to preſerve the life of ſome with- 
—— of any. Secondly in other com- ple 
mon 


ngers , as in time of famine, fire, and be 
ſword, men fortheir ſaſetie may flie frõ their Wa 
neighbours, and therefore by like praporti · us 
on, we may ſle in time of c ious ſiclenes. vp 
Thiadly, n the Church ofthe the lea · ca 
per was put apart from the ſocietie ofen: his 
and that in effect was as much, as if all the | tin 
Jewes had withdrawne ihemſelues from ha a 
ſocictie. Andthereforenowit is not funply | or 
valawfiltoflic in time of contagious peſti- g 
gh dthat to fhcina fat . fe 
| ing of . , as though e would not ni 
preſerue and defentlvs. I enſwer, that diſtru | 41 
ſting of God is not a fault in the action of 
flying, but in the perſons that flie. Men that 
labour for mente and drinlee, dde many tunes 
diſtruſt ihe goognesof God, yet the fault ts 
not in the labour it ſelſe, but an the parties 
hat dure the labour. Setondly, it is allead - 
ged, that to ſlie is to ſorſalaethoſe, to uo 
we are vnited in bond of neiglibourhond, 
which is mlawful: 1 aher, when the par- 
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by the Magiſtrate both for their bout 
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t Dauid neuer fled a away y when 127 
le were ſmitten with the ee 

ze ſpeciall _— thereof. rſt; that; — 
was ſent by — a ſuddame. Secondly, 
his very 2 wasthe cauſe ohthe ſaid les 
vpon the people. Thirdly , Dauid had no 
cauſe to flie, becauſe aches was aſſured that 
himſelfe ſhould eſcape. Thus then the viſi · 
ting of neighbours and friends ,though it be 
a needefull dutic , ſometimes admits vacati- 
ons, in which we may with good conſcience 
goe aſide and ſeekethe fafctic-of our owne 
ſelves, and thoſe that belong vnto vs: if ſo be 
neceſlarie helpe be otherwiſe prouided for 
the ſicke. 

The ſecond queſtionis, whether tbe mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel may flie in time. of per- 
ecution?1 anſwer, they may, if they be fre- 
ed from the bond of their callings , whereby | 
they are tyed to their charges. hus Moſes u: 
Hed to Midian; and Paul out of Damaſcus: 1 
and our Sauiour Chriſt from among the lk. 
Tewes. Secondly, Iadde,that Miniſters not 
freed from their callings;may by the conſent 
of their people, for time goe aſide, for their 
.owne ſafetie, and the further good of men, til 
the brunt of perſecution be — ſpecially,if 
kale be aimed at. When De- 


raiſed » in Epheſus about 
Dia- 


„ 


Diana, and the people had caught Pauls cõ. 
puanions, Gaius and Ariſtarchus: Paul moo» | for 
ued with zeale, would haue entred into the | call 
middle of the preſſeʒ buli as S. Luke ſaith, cer- an 
taine brethren ouerruled him, and would not | cha 
ſuffer him to enter, but. cauſed him to with - niſl 
draw himſelfe. Thus then it is manifeſt, that vp 
in common dangers, publike callings admit | lin 
their vacations in ſundry caſes. Thus much | hi: 
of vacations, now I come to changes. | 

A change ofa calling, is a Jawtul going fra 
one calling to another, It is not the Apoſtles 
meaning to barre men to divert from this or 
that calling, but he giues them an item, to 
keepe them from changing vpon euery light 
conceit, and cuery ſuddaine occaſion. And 
that changes may lawfully be made, it appea- 
reth thus. Amos by calling. was firſt a heard - 
man, but after a prophet. The Diſciples were 
firſt fiſnermen, and after Apoſtles. Our Saui- 
our Chriſt himſelfe, was by calling a Carpen- 
ter, in his firſt and priuate life, til he was thir - 
tie yeares old: yet after his baptilme, he ſhew- 
ed himſelfe to be the Meſſiah, and Sauiour 
of the world. Neuertheleſſe, a change may 
nothe made, but vpon yrgent and weightie 
cauſes, and they are two eſpecially; Private 
neceſſitie, and the common good. Priuate neceſſi- 
ſieʒis when men cannot maintaine 1 
2 8 an 
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and theirs,by the calling in which they ares 
for then they may betake — 
callings. Thus a Merchant man may become 
an husbandman, and an husbandman a Mer- 
chant. Thus a Phyſitian may become a mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel: And Paul an Apoſtle, 
vpon priuate neceſſitic , returned to the cal- 
ling of a Tent-maker:yet ſo as he performed 
his miniſt erie, when occaſion was offered. 
The ſecond cauſe of making change laws 
ful is, the pubhke good. Thus may a private 
man become a Magiſtrate. And it muſt be 
remembred, that ſo oft as we change, it muſt 
be to better and more excellent callings, in 
which we may glorifie God more, and bring 
greater benefit to the Church and common- 


wealth. Thus Paul biddeth the Corinthians, 1. ct 


to ſeelee for the beſt gifts, which might ſerue 
for the beſt callings. And here the fault of 
ſome is to be reprooued, that hauing notable 
gifts of nature, and learning, becauſe they 
would attaine to worldly wealth, male them- 
ſclues Merchants, or factors to Merchants, 
or ſeruing men to great perſons; whereas for 
their giftes, they might doe God better ſer- 
uice in the greateſt callings · of the Church. 

And thus much of conſtancie. 
The confideration of this, that we are 
hound to be conſtant in the duties of our 
Par- 


: 
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pmnicular callings,muſt teach vs much more 
robe conſtant inthe general duties of Chri- 
Rianitie. And therefore lot vs al be careful, not 
onely to profeſſe the true religion for the 
preſent ume, but to continue conſtant in this 
| py che ende. Our general cal- 
ing admitteth no vacation, nor chaunge, as 
our particular callings doe. Wel then, in that 
we profeſſe our ſeſues to be members of 
hriſt, intheſe our happie daies of peace, let 
vs arme our ſelues againſt the euil daies to 
come, that we may be faithful to the ende. 

Againe in the general calhng, every man 
is bound ia all good confeience to obey you 
in all hiscommandememsthere atfo muſtour 
conftancie e fo long as we live, that 
we may ſay with Paul, I hau + wept 
courſe, | bane fought 4 goodfirht . And wich 
Hezekias on his death bedde, Lord» emernber 
bowe I baue watked before thee with an vpri 
heart and baue done that which is acceptable in 
aby fight. God hath made a moſt merciful 
promiſe of life cuerlaſting,which is the com- 
fort of all comforts , and without which the 
caſe of Gods children were of all moſt miſe- 
rable: And this promiſe is made to them that 
continue faithful vnto the ende: theſe are 
they;on whome God wil beſtow the crown 


ofhfe.And'thus much for continuance in or 
callings. The 
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The laſt cninwbe conflerediapte rod 
* thereef, And herein are two tre 
quired: :The R de Arcon. In de 
rable of the ch men, the Lord calleth 
part ſteward and brdderh nem grace 2narcount 
of his ſte ward · ſhippe, for he-can be no lon- 
ger ſte ward where we ſee, beſides the refign- 
ment of our callings, here rnuſt an actount 
be made —— Of thefe two 
in order be Regen Ars — 
elſe but che — u_ 
by cealmg to put in execution the work 
duties thereof. In there of callings, 
two thi Fiſt, ebe 10we 
when: ſecondly , the mer bow, The time's 
not left ment ownechoice: for we mey not 
leaue our callings when we , butthe 
pre chereof belong: o God : like as 
in the ficlde, the ſouſdier may notleaue his 
ſtandig hen he wi, vntil awarrart 
one fag by reed 
one a the 
reſt. Nowe ag, Laws A. 12 ng, namely 
in the oſſioe ofthe Leume, che entrance id 
it the contimemee and ide ending of n, um 
the wil of God, who preſeribes the time ue 
he muſt enter , namely , vt — — 
yeares ; and howe long he 
neee ee, 


2 
1 


out the will of God. Hence it followeth, that 


his cònſcience, that it is 
to doe the duties thereof any longer. 


ſoeuer whether pertaining to the church or 
common wealth. And byit we may iudg on 


nementes of callings both ciuill and Eccle- 
ſiaſticall vpon no other ground but the ve- 


ter wealth, pleaſure, and preferment. 

To goe yet further in this point. Callings 
are of two — : changeable, and perpetu- 
al.Changeable callings are fuchas are impo- 
ſed for a ſeaſon : as for a yecre or two or lon- 
ger, and ſuch callings are to be. reſigned ac- 
cording to the appointment of them that 
impoſed them. But in perpetuall callings the 
cal ſtandes otherwiſe, and other canditi« 
ons are e Neuertheleſſe there be 
ſoure ſpecial mes in which ſuch. kind. of 
callings may be reſigned; firſt when. men axe 
viterly diſabled, cither by age or by any 2 

Cur ; 


1 Pat fiſtie yeares. And therefore the preſeri - 
Bing of particular ſeaſons and times, of laying; 
done other callings, is not altogether with- 
no man is to lay downe the calling wherein 
he is placed, til he can ſay by ſome watrant in 

the good wil & plea- 


ſure of God, that he ſhal then reſigne & ceaſe 
This rule hath his truth in all things what- 


the contrary what 2 thought of reſig- 


ry willes of men for the attainement of grea=: 


of giftetz then indeed whatſocuer the -allin# 


ber either publique or priuate, civil or Eccles, 


curable diſeaſe of body or mind, or by wait" Wh 


ſiaſtical, it may be laid downe. When Moſes ,_ * 


was ſtriken in yeeres and ſaw the end of his 
daies at hand, he called the whole congrega- 
tion, and telles them that beeing an hundred 
and fifty yeere old, he was no more able to 
oe in and out before them, that is, to doe 
the office of a Iudge, and prince: and there- 
fore refignes his office to Ioſhuah, who iud- 
ged the people in his ſtead, * 
The ſecond time of reſignment is, whe any 
man islawfully depoſed for a crime or of- 


fence committed. Thus the Preiſts that of- ezec.44x 


fered ſacrifice before the Lord, if they fell a- 
way to Idolatrie, were depoſed from the of- 
fice of the preiſt, and euer after were imploi- 
ed in ſome ſeruice in the temple. 
The third time of reſignements is the time 
of death: for when God calls vs from this 
hfe,we then receiue a diſcharge fro our parti- 
cular callings : for afterthis life the children 
of God ceaſe from their labours and in their 
death begin their perpetual and eternal Sab- 
boath: for the time of this life by Gods com- 
mandement we reſt euery ſeauenih day, and 
labour in the fixe: but after we ſhal continu- 
ally without ceaſing doe that, which * 
W * or 
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E | time of is at the 
' laſt day of Iudgraent, to — ſhal be 
— et —_ i 1 3 8 
624.84 25S. Paul ſaith, C Jeſus 
a mult then refigne hi kingdome vp into his 
fathers handes , and put downealtbumane 
rule, and authovitie, and power: ſor then ci 
vil, Eceleſiaſtical, and economical ſtates and 
callings, in regard of gouernment, muſt haue 
— Ye Chriſt hernſelfe, * the 
manner of his regiment, muſt 
kingly merge the execution bab oth — 
prieſthood, and prophetical office, t 
alſo haue an though the vertue & fruit 
thereof ſha} abide for ener. Then there ſhal 
beno more Princenor people, Magiſtrate 
and ſubiect, Maſter and ſeruant, Parents and 
children;but god ſhal be all in all to the elect. 
Thus we ſee the time of reſignements, the 
manner followes. 

T he manner is, to refignethem in &with 
the teſtimonĩe of a good conſcience: which 
is, hen our conſcience beares witneſſe, that 
we haue in the wor kes of our callings, kept 
our ſelues vnblameable, and haue endeauou- 
* dot the wil of God. Ex- 
amples 
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Sabboth day,that | 
is; honour, andpraife, and glorify the name |. 


| amples we haue of this inthe Scriptute, WH 
Samuel was no longer able to iudge the peo 
ple, he called the whole congregation of = 
e | the Iſraelites, proteſting vnto them,thathe **® 
© had not taken any mans oxe or aſſe, received - - -.* 
- | any bribes, or done any man wrong, but in 
2 | all things kept a good conſcience. And an- 
p 
; 


ſwerable to his proteftation,was the peoples 
teſtimonie. And S. Paul. when he drew neert 2. Tim 

to the end of bis daies, faith , be had nowe 
| | foughta good fight and kept the faith: and 
| that now i remained onely, that God ſhould 


ine hima crowne of righieouſneſſe, laid vp 
Ke all thoſe that loue the appening of the 
Lord Icſus.Nowein the day of iudgement, it 
ſhal not ſuffice , that men and women are 
found in the works of their callings, (though 
that is farfe better, then to be imployed in 
the workes of vngedlineſle) I ſay it ſhal not 
fuffice;foratthelaſt day, two ſhal be in the 
fielde, in the workes (no doubt) of iheit cal. 
lingsyetthe one ſhal be taken, the other re- 
fuſed : o women ſhal be grinding at ihe 
mil, the one ſhal be taken, the other refuſed. 
Therefore, beſides the practiſe of a lawfull 
calling, care muſt be had to keep a good con- 
ſcience to the ende, both before God and 
men. And thus much ofreſignements. | 
Tube ſecond and laſt point is, the no 

| that 
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that euery man muſt make of the workes t 


ry" 14.3, 
Eecles. xx, 


his calling, Now that ſuch an account is to 
be made, it appeares inthe parable of the 
rich man, And S. Paul faith, Ener man muſſ 
oeto [udgement , and gone an account for him 
ſelfe. And Salomon tells the young man ro- 
uing in his one waics,that for all this he ſhall 
come to Indgement. Fewe are truly perſwaded 
of this laſt and great account, becauſe it is de- 
ferred : but we ought to be of better reſoluti- 
on, and prepare our {clues for it. 

Touching this ¶ Aecount, two things muſt 
be conſidered. Firſt, what is the account. Se- 
condly,how it is made. The giuing of anac- 
count is nothing cls; but an action of the rea- 
ſonable creature, eſpecially-of man, wherein 
he muſt be anſwerable and accountant to 
God for all his actions, both of his generall, 
and of his particular calling. And by the la 
of nature we are bound to this: yea if inferi- 
our officers in the common wealth become 
accountable to the higheſt Magiſtrates for 
all their doings, thenmuch more muſt every 
eteature become accountable to God his 
Creator fot the dutics of his calling wherein 
he doth him homage and ſervice. 

Thete are foure things nes in this 
accompt. I. the preſentment of euery mans 
perſon befote God. I I. The a" 
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The examination of them. all. IV. The. gi- 


Ya, 
uing and rendring to euery man according 
to his workes, For the firſt; The preſemtati- 
on of all perſõs before the tribunal of Chriſt, 
ſhalbe brought to paſſe by the power of god: 
for as in the beginning, euery creature had his 
beeing by the word of God, ſo ſhal it be in 
the day of iudgment:god ſhal but ſpeake the 
word, and all reaſonable creatures liuing and 
dead, though many thouſand yeares before, 
ſhall preſent themlelues before him, to giue 
anlaccount of all the actions done in this life. 
Secondly; when all men and angels are et 
before the preſence of Chriſt, then ſhall eue- 
ry. worke that they haue done be made ma- 
niſeſt, euen the molt ſecret workes of all, as |; 
Eccleſiaftes ſaith ; God will bring euer ſecret kcclis. u. a 
thing to ight. And if any thinke. it ſtrange,we 
mult know that God hath bookes of record, 
wherein all mens thoughts, and words, and 
deedes good or bad, ſeeret or open, are inrol- 
led. And of theſe ſpeaketh Daniel, when he 
ſaith, that he ſamw the Ancient of daies, and the 
bookes laid open. We may not imagine that 
theſe be materiall bookes, like to the regiſters 
of men, or the bookes of. Captaines in the 
field, wherein are ſet downe the names of 
their ſouldiers, and 3 _ b 
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of all che workes that they have donꝝ LI. 
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boolces we muſt vnderſtand, firſt of all 
e infinite knowledge and pronidence of 
God: ſecondly, the conſciences of men, to te- 
ſtiſie of our — <0 be as athouſand vvit- 
neſſes. The third thing that is done in this ac- 
count, is the triall of euery mans worke,in re- 
ſpect of obedience or diſobedience. The tri- 
all ſhall be made by the wil of God, reuealed 
partly in the law, and partly in the Goſpel, 


which is the rule to diſcerne good and euill | ti 


works. The fourth and laſt action, is the gi- 
uing of reward to euery man according to 
his works. He that hath beene a faithfull ſer= 
vant, ſhall heare the voice of Chriſt ſayi 
wto him, 1: i well done thou good and fait 
ſernant, thou haſt beene faithfull in 4 little, en- 
ter into thy maſters ioy. But he that hath beene 
vnfaithfall or vniuſt in the works of his cal- 
ling, ſhall heare the fame voice of. Chriſt, 
ſaying, Tale him, bind him hand and 'foote, and 

him into viter darkneſſe. And thus we ſee 
what this account fhall be. 

Now then, let vs a little ſearch how we 
may be able, to make a good account before 
God at the laſt day. For the doing whereof, 
we muſt take a fore-hand reckoning of our 
felues in the time of this our life. For in com- 
mon experience we ſec, that fuch as deſire to 
make iuſt reckonings with others, doe _ 
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ken firſt with themſelues. In this fore-hz p N 
reckoning, three things mult be done. Firſt, 
we muſt draw out the bill of our recciptsand © 
nces: The bills of receipt are framed 
thus : we muſt call to remembrance what 
graces, bleſſings, and gifts we haue receiued 
of God, whether temporall or ſpirituall. For 
temporal bleſſings, we mult througly be. 
2 of our peace, health, wealth, hber- 
tie; and good name, and all things of this 
kind. For things ſpirituall, we muſt conſider = 
what — hope, loue, & repen- 
tance God hath beſtowed vpon vs: as alſo 
what gifts we haue receiued for the diſcharge 
of our callings:yea of all other things that wg 
haue enioyed, we mult take aiuſt and ful re- 
ceipt; for they ate the talents of our Lord, 
and he lookes for a reckoning. This done, 
we are next to frame our bills of expences : 
whieh are nothing els, but large conſiderati- 
ons of our owne ſinnes, calling them all to 
our remembrance, as much aswe can, whe- 
ther committed againft God or man,with all 
the abuſes of our gifts, all our ignorances, 
negligences, & frailties whatſoeuer. Trades» 
men for their temporal cſtates, keepein their 
ſhoppes bookes of receipts and expences : 
ſhall not we then much more doe the like for 
our ſpirituall cſtates? Iob ſaith, be diſpute 05. 
I 2 | 
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„uk halli canvat anſwer one word for a thou - 
fands hereby he inſinuates thus much, that 
he had looked into the whole courſe of his 
life, and had found cuen thouſands of ſinnes 
in himſelfe. When the prophet Dauid ſaith, 
Who knoweth the errours of this life? he ſi gnifi- 
eth that he had exerciſed himſelfe, in ſearch- 
ing out his one offences and tranſgreſſi - 
9 ons. Exra could not haue ſaid that hrs ſinnes, 
and the (innes of the people were as an huge moii« 
taine, but that he firſt tooke a narrow accoũt 
of his owne life, and of the liues of the peo- 
ple. And ſo mult euery one of vs doe for all 
the things that euer we did. The conſidera- 
tion of our earthly matters makes vs know 
our worldly eſtate: and fo will the conſide- 
ration of our daily offences, and our ſpiritual 
eſtate, giue vs ſome light and knowledge 
how the caſe will ſtand with vs, when we ſhal 
appeare before the great God of all the 
world, to giue vp our account. 

Nowe when theſe to bils of our accounts 
are made, we mult conſider in the next place, 
whether we be able to make an euen recko- 
ning with God or no. Thus doing we ſhall 
finde that our reckonings will be farre ſhort 
of that, which God requireth at our handes, 
Fewe there be that thinke on theſe things, for 
men commonly per ſwade 2 
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fſhalgoe well with them at the diy Ku 


ment: and that they ſhall make a ſnort 
fie reckoning · becauſe God is merciful. It s "FP 
hard te finde men, whoſe hearts are touched, 

or their cies open to ſee and belcene : firſt, 
that they muſt make an account,and ſecond- 
ly, that they are vtterly vnable to doe itzas Iob 
was, that could not excuſe one of a thouſãd of 
his offences before God. Let vs therefore la- 
bour to ſee our vneuen & $kant reckonings, 
and to ſhake off that ſpiritual ewf 
which poſſeſſeth our mindes, that we cannot 
ſo much as ſay, what haue I done? and, howe 
ſtandes the caſe betweene God and me? Ahd 
when we haue attained to this knowledge, 
that we are vnable to make aiuſt reckoning 
with Godin the third place, we muſt cleaue 
to our ſuretie Chriſt Ieſus, the onely ſonne of 
God, God and man: and for the time of this 
life, we muſt humble our ſelues before God, 
and pray vnto him, that he would accept the 
onely ſatistaction of Chriſt in his death and 
aſſion, as a ſufficient paiment for all our ſins 
and wants whatſoeuer: for thus we are taught 

to pray, Forgine vs our debt. And we muſt Mar 
not onely be hearers of theſe things, but do- 
ers alſo. And the better to perſwade vs to the 
practiſe of theſe three duties, let vs conſider 
that this account at the laſt day, ſhall be a 
EY ſtrate £ 
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in account of enery idle word, And S. Paul 
B, The law is an hand writing of condemmati- 


at is,a bil of our own had againſt vs: for 
by the lawe we are debters to God: and either 
vwe mulſt fulfill the iuſtice thereof, or els ac- 
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cording to the tenour of the lawe, vndergoe 
eternall iudgement, vnleſſe we be acquitted 
by the obedience ofa Mediatour. If we think 
to eſcape this accoũt by abſenting our ſelues, 
we are deceiued; for then not ſo much as one 
man in all the world ſhall be wanting. Many 
fhall then wiſh with all their hearts, that hills 
and mountaines would fall vpon them, and 
grinde them to powder, that they might be 

dde from the preſence of the Lord. But 
that will not ſerue. All without exception 
muſt needes come to this account, not one 
hall be freed. And we may not thinke that 
Chriſt will either not knowe, or not remem- 
ber our particular offences. We vſe to make 
faire weather with men, and to keepecloſe 
Qur doings from theeics ofthe world, but the 
Lord will deſcrie our molt ſecret ſinnes: in 
him is no want of knowledge, or diſcerning: 
he can finde out Adam, though hebein the 
thicket of Paradiſe, and deſcrie him in the 
middeſt of his figge leaues. At this great day 


\ . ofaccount , euery ſecret thing ſhall be made 
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count: for as Chriſt Gich \Wemnſt 
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mahifeſt, What ſhall we then dot 
plead, that they are no great ſinnersthe A | 
no whoremongers, no adulterers, nor H 
phemers, nor theeues: & therefore they he 
to make an account good enough. But (alas 
this is a fond and poore excuſe, for the wages 
of the leaſt ſin, is death. And he that breaketh *: 
thelaw but once, and that in thought onely js 
uiltie of cternal condemnation : and there- 
* it wil not goe for paiment , io ſay we are 
no great finners, as other men be. What then 
ſhale fay ? that we haue walkedinourcal- 
lings, & alwaies had a good meaning, & did 
no man hurt, and therefore we hope that 
God wil be merciful? This indeed is the cõ- 
mon excuſe, but it is no ſufficient pai 
with God:for as S. Iohn faith , The axe i laid 
to the roote of the tree: & he ſaith not further, 
that euery tree ſhal ſtand which bri not 
forth bad fruite ; but, euery tree large 
not forth good fraite,ſhall be cut downe aud caſt 
inte the fire. In a word, let vs deuiſe what we 
can, it wil not ſerue the turne. Wilt thou make 
vp thy reckoning with almes deedes, & good 
workes, according to the opinion of many 
that looketo be ſaued by their workes? but 
they are no currant paiment in this account, 
becauſe one breach of the lawe marres all he 
good workes we doe. And he that wil be u- 


85 bound to fulfit th Whole 
ur thereof. Beſide this. the beſt 
doe; are in themſelues defied: 1 
God. What then ſhal we doesſhal 
goe the curſe of the lawe? ſome of a 
e minde ſay, if the worſt come, there 
but one out of the way: but farre beit from 
FIT to thinke or ſpeake : for the curſe of | 
* law, and the wrath of God, is moſt hor- 
— ble, and eternal, without reſt or eaſe. All the 
vs 5 — the world laid togither, is but Ice in re- 
{1 dofthit fpiritual and eternal fire of hell. 
2 s then hauing turned our ſelues euer 
way, and finding 7 no helpe in any thing, we 
muſt flie vnto our ſuretie Chriſt Ieſus, Who 
was content to ſtand in our roome vpon the 
croſſe; and there to ſhed his blood for the x re- 
d on of our ſinnes. 
in this life while the day of cete- 
maineth.are we to make a fore-hand recko- 
ning wih our ſelues. in our own perſons: no- 
uer reſting, til we haue aſſurance in dur con- 
ſciences, that the bookes in heauen are can- 
.* | eelled,and that God is content to account of 
? his ſatisfaction, as a paiment for our 
— this beeing done;we ſhall be able 
good account before the Lord, at 


. of iudgement. 
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